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A 

DISSERTATION 

O N T H E 

Artificial  medicated  Water  Baths,  partial  Pumps, 
vapourous  and  dry  Baths,  internal  and  external 
moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  oleous,  faponaceous, 
fpirituous  and  dry  Frictions  ; together  with  a 
defcription  of  the  Apparatus,  Erected  in  Panton- 
Square,  Hay-Market, 

AT  THE 

Solicitation  of  many  of  the  Faculty,  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  for  the  Purpofe  of  preparing  and  applying  them. 

With  an  Account  of  their  Nature  and  Efficacy  in  the  Cure  of 
moll  Diforders  incident  to  the  human  Body,  fupportcd  by 
the  Opinions  of  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians,  both  Ancient 
and  Modern  j 

TO  WHICH  ARE  ADDED, 

Many  well  authenticated  CASES  of  CURES 
performed  on  Perfons  of  Credit  and  Reputation. 


The  SECOND  EDITION. 


By  R.  DOMINICETI,  M.  D. 

Noble  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  of  the  moft  Auguft 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  of  the  moft  Serene  Republic  of 
Venice,  on  Terra  Firma. 

Jlhid  remedium  magnum  apellabitur , quod  ad  morbi  curationem 
efficacius  conducit  quamvis  fine  violenUa  operatur;  ' Tozzi. 


LONDON. 

Printed  for  the  Author,  and  fold  by  W.  Nicoll,No.  51, 
in  St.  Paul’s  Church-Yard;  and  by  all  other  Bookfellers  m 
London  and  Weltminfier.  1782. 

( Price  2s.  and  6d.  ) 
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medical 


To  the  READER. 

Jn  this  Difiertation  I have  expreffed  myfelf  (as 
in  my  firft  edition)  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the 
moft  efteemed  men  of  the  profelfion,  in  order  that 
my  readers  might  not  be  milled  by  the  artful  in- 
linuations  of  deligning  ignorant  perfon9,  to  follow 
a method  of  preferving  health,  and  curing  difeafes 
fo  juftly  efteemed,  and  fuccefsfully  pra&ifed  by 
molt  of  the  ancients,  and  recommended  by  many 
of  the  modern  phyficians.  The  great  imperfec- 
tion in  which  the  mode  of  preparing  and  applying 
operations  fomewhat  limilarto  thole  hereafter  de- 
feribed,  was  in,  before  my  Father  took  them  in 
hand,  theimprovement,  and  innumerable  additions 
he  has  made  of  his  invention  may  be  known  by  re- 
fer fog  the  reader  to  his  Medicinal  Anecdotes'*, 
and  how  much  farther  I have  extended  their 
utility  may  be  learned  by  the  prefent  edition* 

The  cafes  and  cures  in  the  feventh  chapter, 
are  inferred  by  the  defire  of  the  patients  I have 
cured,  whofe  kind,  and  humane  requell  I thank- 
fully accepted,  as  I am  fenlible,  that  few  are  in- 
telligent of  phylic,  or  phylical  reafoning,  yet 

* Vid.  Medical  Anecdotes  of  the  laft  thirty  years,  illuf- 
trated  with  Medical  Truths,  and  addrefs’d  to  the  Faculty 
in  general  by  B.  Dominiceci,  M.  D.  printed  for  L.  Davis, 
in  Holborn ; C.  Dilly,  in  the  Poultry  ; W.  Nicoll,  in 
St.Paul’s  Church-yard  ; and  J.  Walter,  at  Charing  Crofs. 
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every  one  has  difern ment  enough  to  be  convinced, 
by  evident  and  uncontrovertable  fads,  fuch  a s are 
the  cures  alluded  to.*  Theafflided  may  depend 
that  neither  their  name,  or  their  complaint,  will 
ever  be  noticed  or  publifhed,  without  their  par- 
ticular approbation,  and  confent.  In  this  publi- 
cation I hope  the  reader  wili  overlook  the  errors 
in  point  of  lfile,  as  I confefs  myfelf  inadequate  to 
appear  in  public  as  an  author,  but  as  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  book  I flatter  myfelf  no  perfon  will  be  mif- 
led  by  giving  credit  to  what  I have  advanced. 
The  generous  encouragement  I have  received 
from  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  have  re- 
commended many  of  their  patients  to  my  care, 
and  the  natural  propenfity,  the  public  in  gene- 
ral difeover  for  the  fupport  of  every  thing  ufeful 
and  beneficial  will  ever  engage  my  utmoft  atten- 
tion in  the  exercife  and  im  provment  of  thofe  ac- 
quifitions  I have  made  from  others  and  my  own 
cbfervations,  as  the  fureft  means  of  becoming  an 
objed  of  their  favour  and  protedion. 

* By  fuch  references , the  idea,  many  have,  that  my  opera- 
tions are  weakening  and  relaxing,  will  appear  intirely 
groundiefs,  or  elfe  how  could  it  be  otherwife,  when  perfons 
emaciated,  dveftedof  ftrength,  and  appetite,  and  almoft  half 
dead,  are  reftored  to  health  and  vigour.  At  pages  14,  15,  of 
the  fecond  chapter,  the  reader  will  be  more  fully  con- 
vinced, that  with  my  Medicinal  Baths,  &c.  I can  either 
/ Irengtben , or  relax , molify , contract , deterge , heal , condence , 
or  attenuate  juft  as  neceflity  require. 


TO 


T O 


* 

BARTHOLOMEW  DOMINICETI,  M.  D- 

NOBLE  OF  THE  HOLY  ROMAN  EMPIRE, 
OF  THE  MOST  AUGUST  HOUSE  OF 
AUSTRIA,  AND  OF  THE  MOST  SE- 
RENE REPUBLIC  OF  VENICE , 

ON  i ERRA  FIRMA. 

Hon.  Sir, 

H3e  pleafed  to  accept  this  feeble,  but  fincere 
and  public  acknowledgement  of  your  paternal 
care,  for  the  many  favours  you  have  conferred 
on  me.  The  knowledge  I have  acquired  in  the 
profeffion  in  which  I am  engaged,  is  entirely  due 
to  your  inftrudtions,  therefore  no  one  is  fo  juftly 
entitled  to  this  Dedication  as  yourfelf.  The  fur- 
prifing  cures  you  have  performed  on  molt  difeafes, 
and  the  rationality  of  your  procefs,  has,  and  ever 
will,  excite  in  me,  a defire,  of  paying  a clofe  at- 
tention to  a practice,  which,  at  an  immenfe  ex- 
pence, you  have  fo  fuccefsfully  eftablifhed.  The 
only  means  I have  of  acquitting  my  obligations 
are,  in  endeavouring,  by  every  return  of  gratitude 
in  my  power,  to  prove  myfelf  worthy  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  affedlion,  and  with  due  refpedt 
remain, 

Your  dutiful, 

And  affectionate  Son, 

R.  DOMINICETI. 


CONTENTS. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP.  I. 

J^Efcription  of  the  apparatus  and  machinery. 

CHAP.  II. 

Theory  and  authorities,  proving  the  great  efficacy 
of  artificial  water,  &c.  vapour  and  dry  baths,  in 
the  cure  and  relief  of  many  difeafes. 

CHAP.  III. 

On  the  ufe  and  cffedt  of  the  fridtions  and  pump- 
ing. 

CHAP.  IV. 

On  the  fcurvy. 

/ 

CHAP.  V. 

On  the  dropfy. 

C H A P.  VI. 

On  venereal  complaints. 

C H A P.  VII. 

Cafes  and  cures — the  Terms  of  Admiffion — and  a 
copious  Index  of  the  Contents. 


INDEX- 


( i ) 


^X^X^X^X^X^^X^XcfcXc&XcfcX^X^X^XX 


In  order  to  render  ineffectual  the  afper  lions  of 
malignant  Critics  concerning  my  being  a re- 
gular, or  an  irregular  Phyfician,  1 thought 
proper  to  add  an  authentic  Copy  ot  my 
Diploma. 


AUTHENTIC  COPY  and  TRANSLATION 
of  the  OR'GINAL  DIPLOMA,  &c.  of 
Dr.  RHOD.  DOMlNICETl. 

In  CfIRISTI  NOMINE.  Amen f 

Univerfis  el  fingulis  prefens  hoc  publicum  Dofloratus 
Privilegium  vifuris  lediuris  et  Audit uris , Nos 
Johannes  Bap.  Morgagni  ForJieuenfisliomanuJque 
Patricias , ad  Anathomen  Grain:  Jervato  jure  ac 
Pitulo  Primarii  Profeffioris , inclytae  Natonis  Germa- 
nice  Protestor,  Inclitique  Ordinis  D.  D Philofophiae 
et  Medicinae  et  Profeforum  Audi  or  it  ate  Veneta ; 
Salutem  in  Eo , qui  eft  omnium  vera  Salus . 

ANTIQUA  et  Prsclara  Univerlitas  Patavma 
bonarum  Litteratum  Mater  glori  fa,  et  Ar- 
tium  ac  Scientiarum  Parens  optima,  quae  cDrifll- 
morum  profefforum  fplendore,  vetuftiffimorum 
Studiorum  AuCtoritate,  et  fidereis  DoCtrinae  et  Vir- 
tutum  omnium  monumentis  non  modo  per  Ttaliam, 
fed  per  totiam  etiam  Furopam,  etubiqiu  Gentium 
inter  Academias  Principatum  obtinet,  Eos  dun- 
taxat  ad  fummum  DoCtoratus  gradum,  et  Magefterj 

a Dignj 
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Dignitatem,  quo  cccteris  hominum  generibus  pre- 
feruntur  evehere  et  extollere  confuevit,  quos  virtu- 
tum  excellentia,  meritorum  copia,  diuturna  ftudia, 
previliges  labotes,  tandem  etiam  examinis  rigorofi 
Certamen  Laurea  Academica,  et  Dodtoratus  corona 
dignos  exhibuerint.  AZquum  enim  et  rationi  con- 
fentaneum  Majoribus  noftris  vifum  fern  per  fuit  Un- 
umquemque  pro  meritis  digna  pramia  ferre,  ne- 
minique  ad  honorum  faftigia,  nifi  per  Laborum 
certamina,  et  virtutum  aditum  patefacere.  Prop- 
terea  jure  opimo  fandtitum  eft,  ut  qui  liberalibus 
Artibus  Philofophia  et  Medicine  omnem  fuam 
operam,  et  affidua,  ftudia  impenderent,  ii  maximis 
laudibus  ac  fnmmis  honoribus,  aquiffimis  fcilicec 
Virtutis  pramiis  afficerentur,  qnatenus  eorum  Ex- 
emplo  Socli  et  pofteri  ad  capeflendam  virtutis,  et 
induftria  femitam  laudnm  et  honorum  ftimulis  ac 
defiderio  accenderentur;  ipfique  in  via  probitatis, 
fiducia,  decoris  atque  gloria  confirmarentur. 

Sign  i pec  amu  s itaque  vobis,  declaramus,  et 
harum  litteratum  tenore  fidem  facimus  et  attefta- 
mur,  qualiter  die  infrafcripta  datarum  prefcntium. 
Nos  Prafes  antedidtus  audhoritate  Veneta  juxta  an- 
tiquam  et  approbatam  confuetudincm,  ac  privile- 
o-ia  Alma  Univerfitatis  Patavina  quibis  fnngimur 
in  hac  parte  fub  Regimine  llluftriffimi  et  Sapientifs. 
D.  D.  Angeli  Schiavetti  Canonici  de  Monte  Sili- 
cis  Ecrgomas  ad  Metaphyficam  Publici  Profeftoris, 
Almaque  Univerfitatis  D.  D.  Artiftarum  ejufdem 
Academia  Pro-Redbor  ac  Syndici  Dignifs.  Qua- 
liter  inquam,  per  venerabilem  Conceflum  Excel- 
lentiffimoruin  Dodtorum  et  Profeflbrum  in  praefata 
Academia,  Nobilis  D.  Rhodomons  Domiihceti, 
filius  D.  Bartholomaei  oriundus  Viennenfis  adduc- 
tus  eft  ad  nos  cum  uberrimis  Teftimoniis  Ingenui- 
tatis  et  probitatis  fua,  fee  non  diuturni  ftudiorum 

curriculi 
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curriculi  in  artibus  Liberalibus,  ct  Difciplinis  Phi- 
lofophics  et  MedicinaLbus,  et  cum  ccrtiffimis  Do^ 
cumentis  laborum,  vigiliarum  et  exercitationum 
per  idoneum  annorum  numerum  continuatorum, 
quern  a promotoribus  fuis  dc  meliori  nota  Nobis 
commendatum  et  oblatum  ad  fubeundum  fuum 
ult  mum  Examen  Dodtrinae  More  Nobilum  pundtis 
ei  in  philofophia  et  Medicina  hefterna  Die  forte 
edudtis,  et  pro  more  hujus  Academiae  eidem  affig- 
natis  hodie  diligenter  examinari  coram  nobis,  at- 
que  excuti  curavimus:  Ipfe  autem  )ocis  perfe- 

quendis,  argumentis  tradfandis,  queftionibus  et 
oppofitionibus  clare  folvendis,  in  omni  denique  fui 
periclitatione  tarn  egregie,  prudenter,  dodte,  lauda- 
biluer,  excellenter,  ac  Dodtoreo  More  fe  geffit,  et 
talem  vigorem  ingenii,  et  tantam  oftendit  vim  Me- 
moriae, Dodirinse,  Facundise  coeterumque  Rerum 
quae  in  Confummatiflimo  Philofophiae  et  Medicinae 
Dodtore  requiri  folent,  ut  Magnam  fui  Expedta- 
tionem  qiiam  apud  omnesjam  pridem  merito  con- 
citaverat,  non  folum  fuftinucrit,  fed  etiam  longif- 
fime  fuperaverit.  Quamobrem  ad  excellentiffimis 
inclyti  ordinis  prsfati  Dodtoribus  et  publicis  Pro- 
fefforibus  Unanimiter  et  concorditer,  Cundlifque 
Suffragiis,  ac  eorum  Nemine  Penitus  atque  Pe- 
nitus Plnitusque  diferepante  aut  diffentiente  nec 
hzefitante  quidem  idoneus1  aptiffimus  ac  fufficientif- 
fimus  Philolophus  ct  Medicus  fuerit  judicacatus, 
ac  merito  quidem  approbatus,  ficut  ex  eorum  om- 
nium et  fingulorom  fitffragiis  fecreto  in  Scrutinio 
Nobis  porredtis  evidenter  conftitit.  Nos  itaque  an- 
tiquam  fequentes  confuet'udmem  ac  fententiam  Pri- 
vilegiorum  Patavinae  Academic  (habita  Ratione 
Sciential,  Eloquentias,  Peritas,  Facultatis  interpret 
tandi,  metbodi  curandi,  and  aliarum  virtutum  ac 
morum  ejufdem,  quorum  omnium  certiffimum  fpe- 
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men  exploratus  et  pertentatus  dedit)  de  confillo  et: 
fententia  omnium  excelientiffimorum  pra^didti  Ye- 
nerandi  Conceffus  Dodtorum  et  Patrum  praefen- 
tium,  et  hoc  ipfum  poftulantinm  pro  Tribunali 
fedentes,  Eumdem  Nobilem  Dominum  Rhodo- 
montem  Dominiceti  virum  dodtiffimum  atque  ita 
univerlis  naturae  artifque  dotibus  ornatum,  ut  nihil 
amplius  et  deefle  videatur,  Dgctorem  Philofo- 
phias  et  Medicinae.  In  Dei  Nomine  approbavimus 
et  approbatnm  eiTe  volumus;  pronunciantes  et  de- 
clarantes  eum  efFe  optime  habilem  idoneum  ac  dig- 
num  ofFicio  muncre  dignitate  et  honore  Doctoratus 
in  Philolophia  et  Medicina,  Ipfumque  contlnuo 
Philofophis  et  Medicinae  Dociorem  publicc  et  fo- 
lem niter  tecimus  et  creavimus  ac  per  piadentes 
litteras  tacimus  et  creatnus;  tnbuentes  ei  tanquam 
vere  idonco  ac  optime  merito,  et  hac  piomotione 
bonorifque  apice  digniffimo,  liberam  et  plenariam 
proteilatem  Cathedrain  Magiftralem  aice-ndendi 
atque  inlignia  Dodtoratus  a Promotoiibus  fuis  pc- 
tendi  et  recipiendi:  Ipiifque  promotoiibus  illam 

eidem  impertiendi  liberam  facultatem  ut  impofte- 
rum  libere  ac  plcnarie,  publice  et  pn\atim  in  qui- 
bufciimque  philofophicis  et  medicinalibus  difcipli- 
nis  hie  et  ubique  in  toto  orbe  terrarum  legeie,  le- 
petere,  confulere,  difputare,  queftiones  terminate, 
controverfias  dccidere,  et  p tactic  are  poflit,  atque 
earum  lingulas  partes  nut  univerlas  piontcn,  o- 
cere,  g loll  are,  interpretari,  ct  commentary  omnem- 
que  Philo  Tophi  am  et  medieinaiTi  t a cere,  ichoias  re- 
gerc,  baccalaureos  inllituere,  omnibuTque  et  lingulis 
uti  fruti  et  gaudere  privilegiis,  prerogative,  exemp- 
tionibus,  immunitatibus,  libertatibus,.  concemoni- 
bus,  honoribus,  favoribus,  praeeminentiis,  benencus, 
oTatis  ac  indultis,  aliis  quibufcumque,  quocumque 
nomine  cenfeantus,  quibus  alii  Dodtores  Alms  U- 
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rifienfis,  Salmaticenfis,  Papienfis  c t Bononienfi  s 
Academise  ex  quibufcumque  ecclefiailicis  vel  tem- 
poralibus  conceffionibus  aut  indultis  gaudcnt  ct 
utuntur,  vel  uti  et  gaudere  poffunt  ac  poterunt 
quomodobilet  in  futurum,  juxta  For  mam  Privile- 
giorum  Almae  Univertatis  noftrae  Patavinae  anti- 
quitus  et  abfolute  concefforum.  Quibus  ita  geftis, 
et  declaratis  ut  fupra,  perilluftris  et  excellentiffimus 
Philofophias  et  Medicinre  Dodtor  U.  Homobonus 
pisonus  Cremonenfis,  ad  Inftitutiones  Medicas  pub- 
licus  Profeffor  et  Promotor,  cjuldem  in  Philofo- 
phise  ct  Medicinae,  pro  feipfco  ac  alliis  perilluftri- 
bus  et  Excellent  ffimis  Philofophias  et  Medicinal* 
dodtoribus,  videlicet  D.  Leopoldo  Marco  Antonio 
Caldanio  Bononienfe  ad  Theoricam  Ordin.  Medic, 
jure  ac  titulo  primarii  Profeffor  is  I).  Jacopo  de 
Scovolo  Brixiano  ad  Pradtic.  Ordin.  Medic,  jure  ac 
titulo  primarii  Profefforis.  R.  P.  D.  Jo.  Alberto 
Columbo  Veneto,  Abb.  Cafinenfc  ad  Philofo- 
phiam  Ordin.  ct  ad  Phyficam  Experimentalem 
jure  ac  titulo  primarii  Profefforis.  D.  Jo.  a Bona, 
Veronenfe  ad  pradticam  Ordinem  Medic,  in  Nofo- 
comio  jure  ac  titulo  primarii  Profefforis.  D An- 
tonio Pimbiolo  de  Engelfridi  P.  P.  Medic.  Theor. 
D.  Jgsepho  Bertossio  Ut'inenfe  ad  pradtic.  Ordin. 
Medic.  R.  D.  Josepho  Toaldo  Vicetino  ad  Ledt. 
Aftronombe,  Geographic  et  Methcororum  omni- 
bus publice  legentibus  memoratum  virum  per  fnam 
luculcntiffimam  orationem  petentem  ct  acceptan- 
temconfuctis  infignibus  ac  ornamentis  Dodtoralibus 
ibidem  decoravit  folemniter  ct  publice  infignivir 
tribuitque,  Eidcm  Philofophic  ct  Medic.  Libros 
primo  claufos,  mox  et  apertos,  annulumque  aurcum 
digito  ipfius  indidit,  ac  Birretum  Dodtorale  pro 
Laurea  Corona  capiti  ejus  impofui,  pacifque  ofeu- 
lum  eidem  exhibuit,  cum  magiftrali  Benedidtione 
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SIC  itaque  fiitnma  cum  laude  et  honore  ingenti 
Nobilis  et  Excellentiffimus  D.  Rhodomons  Domi- 
niceti  ad  fumnvjm  Dodtoratus  apicem  Philofo- 
phias  et  Medicines  Deo  Favente  pervenit.  In 
Quorum  omnium  et  fingulorum  fuprafcriptoruin 
iidem  ac  teftimonium  has  no  Hr  as  patentes  Privileg'd 
Litteras  manu  noftra  fubfcriptas,  et  figillis  S.  Marci 
Veneti,  Almgeque  Univerfitatis  D,  D.  Artiftarum 
corroboratas  Chirographo  etiam  Cancellarii  ejuf- 
dein  Univerfitatis  juffimus  communiri.  Actum  et 
datum  Padute  in  loco  foiito  Kxaminum  Academia* 
Patavinse  Anno  a Chrifti  nativuate  m,dcc,lxx  : in-* 
didtione  III.  die  veto  Sabbatti  XXII.  menfis  Sep- 
tembris,  prihcipatus  aiitern  Sereniffimi  Principis 
Noftri  D.  D.  Jo.  Aloysii  Mocenico  Ducis  D.  D* 
Venetorum  Anno  VI 1 1.  Praefentibus  ibidem  D. 
Andrea  Luchetta  Bidello,  et  D.  Antonto  Zeissel 
Nuntio  Augufti  Collegii  Veneti,  et  aliis  quamplu* 
rimis  diverfarum  Nationum  Teftibus  ad  Prtemiffa 
vocatis  et  rogatus. 

L.  D.  O.  M. 

J.  B.  Morg agnus,  Prades. 

Angelus  Schiavetti,  Can.Pro-RedtotetSyndicns. 

Homonobus  Pisonus,  P.  P.  Promotor  Loco,  &c. 

( L.  S.  ) ( L.  S.  ) ( L.  S.  ) 

(Imperialist)  (Sti  March  ) ( Un tis-  Patvin, <e.) 

£ao  Matthcus  Giro,  Dr.  Filius  Sandt  Ven.  A net. 
pub.  Pat.  Not.  ac  Aug.  Collegii  Veneti  ex  Ex. 
D.  D.  Philofophiae  ac  Medicinas  Doth  Prof,  hu- 
iufee  Celeberrimae  Patav.  Academia?  Cancellarius, 
fup rad idti  Nobilis  Dom  Rhodomontis  Dgmini- 
ceti  filii  Nobilis  Bartholomaei  oriundi  Viennenfis 
in  Philofophiae  aO  Medicina,.  nomine  penitus  atque 
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penitus  diiTentiente,  more  Nobilum,  sipprobati 
praefens  privilegium  fubfcripfi. 

A. " L.  D.  O.  M. 

Petrus  Cavignato 

Pro  Cancellario  Abuse  Univerfitatis  fcripfit. 

Noi  Simon  Cayalli,  per  la  Sereniflmia  Repub- 
lica  di  Venezia  Miniftro  Reiidentc  appo  S.  M. 
Britannica.  Atteftiamo  qualmente  lc  Firme  con  le 
quali  e authenticato  il  prefente  Diploma  fono  legi 
time,  e che  pero  fi  pud  preftarvi  intiera  fede,  come 
intieramente  ai  ligilli.  Londra,  Aprile  18,  1 779. 

S.  CAVALLI,  Miniitero  .Refidente  Veneto 
( L.  S.  ) 

(Sti  Marti.) 


In  the  Name  of  Christ.  Amen! 


To  all  to  whom  this  public  Privilege  of  DoBorfhip  t hall 
come:  IV E,  John  Baptiji  Morgagni , of  Friuli,  Noble 
of  the  Roman  Empire , firft  Profejjor  of  Anatomy  for 
Life , Protester  of  the  renowned  German  Nation , ana 
by  the  Authority  of  the  rn  ft  ftrene  Rcpublick  of  Venice , 
Prefident  of  the  excellent  Order  of  Doctors  and  Pro - 
feffors  of  Phyfuk  and  Philofopby  \ Health,  through 
Fi  im,  who  is  the  true  Health  of  all. 

venerable  and  celebrated  Univedity  of 
JL  Padua,  the  ill uftrious  Mother  of  found  Lite- 
rature, and  excellent  Parent  of  Arts  and  Sciences; 

and 
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and  who,  by  the  luftre  of  her  famous  profcflors, 
by  the  authority  of  ancient  Ifudies,  and  by  the  moft 
fplcndid  monuments  of  learning  and  every  virtue, 
acquireth  pre-eminence  a mid  ft  the  academies,  not 
of  Italy  alone,  but  of  all  Europe,  and  throughout 
the  world;  hath  ever  been  accuftomed  to  exalt 
thofe  to  the  fupreme  degree  of  Dodtorftiip  and  ma- 
gifterial  dignity,  who  diftinguifh  themfelves  from 
other  orders  of  men;  and  whom  their  Angular  en- 
dowments, ample  deferts,  affiduous  ftudies,  and  the 
ultimate  teft  of  a ftrid  examination,  have  demon- 
ftrated  to  be  worthy  of  academick  laurels,  and  the 
honour  of  a Doctor’s  degree:  Because  it  always 
appeared  to  our  anceftors  reafonable  and  juft,  that 
every  man  Ihould  obtain  the  rewards  iuitable  to  his 
merits,  and  that  none  Ihould  arrive  at  the  fummit 
of  honours,  until  he  had  firft  cleared  and  opened 
his  wav  to  them,  bv  the  ftrenuous  exertions  of  di- 
ligence  and  virtue. 

It  hath  therefore  on  the  faireft  Grounds  been  de- 
termined, that  they  who  have  employed  their  ftu- 
dious  and  beft  endeavours  for  the  attainment  of  the 
liberal  arts  of  Philofopny  and  Phyfick,  Ihould  be 
remunerated  with  full  approbation  and  the  higheft 
honours;  as  the  due  encouragement  of  virtue;  there- 
by to  excite  their  compeers  and  future  generations 
to  the  induftrious  purfuit  of  like  accompliftiments; 
to  enkindle  in  them  a defire  of  fimilar  honour  and 
applauft;  and  io  confirm  them  in  the  generous 
paths  of  integrity  and  virtuous  fame. 

We  accordingly,  (as  Prefident  as  aforefaid,  by 
the  authority  of  the  Senate  of  Venice,  agreeable 
to  the  ancient  and  approved  cuftom  and  privilege 
of  the  faid  venerable  Univerfity  of  Padua,  which 
in  this  diftrid  we  exercife  under  the  fandion  of  the 
illuftrious  and  fage  Angelo  Schiavetti,  Canon  of 

Monnt 
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Mount  Sicilis  of  Bergamo,  publick  Profeffor  oi 
Metaphyfics;  Pro-Redtor  and  Syndick  of  the  Mat- 
ters of  Arts  of  the  laid  Umverfity :)  do  by  thefe 
j)refents  faithfully  teftify  and  declare  unto  you. 
That  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereunder  written, 
Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  fon  of  DoCtor  Bar- 
tholomew, a delcendant  of  Vienna,  was  properly 
introduced  to  us,  with  the  moft  ample  teftimonies 
of  his  ingenuity,  probity,  and  conllant  attention  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  Liberal  Arts,  and  culture  of  Phi- 
lofophy  and  Phyfick*,  together  with  authentick 
evidences  of  his  labours,  affibuity  and  exercifes, 
during  the  proper  number  of  years:  and  was  alfo 
by  his  Promoters,  men  bf  the  higheft  eftimation, 
recommended  to  us ; and  having  offered  himfelf 
for  his  laft  examination  in  learning,  after  the  man- 
ner of  our  Nobility,  upon  certain  points  yefterday 
drawn  out  by  lot,  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  and 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  laid  Academy,  this 
day  faithfully  propofed  to  him:  We  have  there- 

fore taken  due  care  to  examine  and  prove  him  be- 
fore us;  and  find,  that  in  his  method  of  dilcuffion 
and  argument,  his  clear  l'olurion  of  the  queftions 
and  objections  railed  from  cafes  for  his  explanation 
and  propounded  for  his  treatment  of  them;  and 
moreover  in  every  trial  of  his  ability,  he  did  fo  well 
and  laudably,  fo  fully  and  fcientifically  demean 
himfelf,  as  to  diiplay  that  ftrength  of  genius,  pow- 
er of  memory,  learning,  elocution  and  ether  quali- 
ties which  are  invariably  requifite  in  a compleat 
Doctor  of  Phylolophy  and  Phyfick*,  and  not  only 
to  an  five  r,  but  greatly  to  exceed  the  high  and  ge- 
neral expectations,  which  he  had  long  fince  de- 
fervedly  excited.  Wherefore,  by  the  very  excel- 
lent Doctors  and  publick  Profeffors  of  the  afore- 
mentioned ^celebrated  order,  it  was  unan  moufiy  ad- 
judged 


( * ) 


judged  and  approved,  and  fo  by  full  evidence  it 
appears  to  us.  That  the  candidate  is  a very  fir, 
proper,  and  well-intitlcd  proficient  in  Phvlofophy 
and  Phyfick:  and  hereupon,  following  the  ancient 

cuftom  and  rule  of  privileges  in  the  Academy  o f 
Padua,  with  the  advice  and  approbation,  and  at  the 
requefc  of  the  aforefaid  celebrated  Doctors  and 
Fathers,  prefent  in  council  for  that  purpofe:  We 
do  hereby,  In  the  Name  of  God,  approve  the  laid 
Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  and  alio  will  him  to  be 
lo  approved,  as  a man  of  found  erudition,  endowed 
by  nature,  and  adorned  by  art,  with  thole  gifts 
which  worthily  render  him  a doctor  in  Philofophy 
and  Phyfick:  Granting  unto  him,  a full  and  free 
power  to  alcend  the  Magiftral  Chair;  to  demand 
and  receive  from  his  Promoters,  an  unlimited 
power  and  faculty  in  future,  freely  and  fully,  in 
publick  and  in  private,  to  read,  conlulc,  and  dif- 
pute;  to  folve  queftions,  decide  controversies,  and 
to  practice  in  every  branch  of  philofophical  and 
medical  fcience,  both  here  and  every  were  elfe 
throughout  the  world;  and  to  profefs,  teach,  in- 
terpret and  explain  all  and  every  part  of  them  ; to 
aflift  or  prefide  in  fchoo.ls,  to  inftitute  bachelors,  and 
to  ufe  and  enjoy  in  the  am  pi  ft  manner,  all  and  every 
the  privileges,  prerogative?,  immunities,  honours, 
emoluments,  and  indulgences,  which  other  Dodors 
of  the  rdpectable  Academies  at  Paris,  Suabia, 
Pavia,  and  Bologna,  by  what  grants  or  indul- 
gences foever,  now  do,  or  hereafter  can  enjoy,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  of  privileges  of  our  venerable 
Univcrfity  of  Padua:  In  consequence  whereof, 
the  illuilnous  D.  Homobonus  Piionus,  of  Cremo- 
na, Dodtor  of  Philolophy  and  Phyfick,  publick 
Profefior  of  Medical  Iniiitiuions,  and  Promoter  in 
Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and 

of 
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(that  is  to  fay,  D.  Leopold  Mark  Anthony  Calda* 
nio,  of  Bologna,  fir  ft  I'heoretick  Profeftbr  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians;  L).  Jacob  de  Scovolo,  of 
Brefcia,  firft  Profeftbr  of  Practical  Phyfick;  the 
Reverend  Father  D.  John  Alberto  Columbo  Ve-^ 
neto,  Abbot  of  Cafinum,  and  firft  Profeftbr  of  ex- 
perimental Philofophy  and  Natural  Hiftory  D. 
John  a Bona  Veronefe,  firft  Profeftbr  of  Practical 
Phyfick,  in  tne  Hospital  of  Verona;  D.  Anthony 
Pimbiolo  de  Engelfridi,  firft  Theoretical  Profef- 
for  of  Phyfick;  D.  Jofeph  Bertofti,  Member  of  the 
College  of  Practical  Phyficians  at  Udine;  and  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Jofeph  Toaldo,  of  Vicentia  Lec- 
turer in  Aftronomy,  Geography,  and  MeteOrb- 
^°g7  0 < hath  declared  the  candidate  to  be  accepted, 
upon  his  Petition  for  that  purpoie  preferred;  and 
hath  folemnly  indued  him  with  the  accuftomed 
dobtorial  enfigns  and  ornaments:  prefenting  him 
with  books  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  firft  fliut 
ana  then  opened;  putting  a golden  ring  upon  his 
finger;  inverting  him  with  a Doctor’s  Cap,  in  lieu 
of  a Crown  of  Laurels,  and  granting  him  a kifs  of 
peace,  together  with  the  Magiftral  benediction  * 
Thus,  with  high  approbation  and  honour,  did  the 
aforefaid  Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  by  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  arrive  at  the  eminent  degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick:  -In  witness 
whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  Letters  Patent 
of  Privilege,  figned  with  our  own  hand,  and  con- 
firmed  by  the  Seals  of  St.  Mark  of  Venice,  and  of 
this  venerable  Univerfity,  to  be  exemplified  under 
tnc  hand  writing  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  fame 
Univerfity.  Done  at  Padua,  in  the  Common  Ex- 


amination Hall  of  fhe  A nHpmr 
tion,  on  , 


in  the  3d  Indic- 
'f  September,  in 

the 
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rhe  8th  year,  of  our  mod  ferene  Prince,  Jo.  Alov- 
fius  Mocenicus  Doge  of  Venice,  and  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1770. 

Present,  D.  Andrew  Luchetta,  Clerk;  D.  An- 
thony Zeiffel,  Meflenger  of  the  Auguft  College  of 
Venice,  and  many  others  of  divers  nations,  called 
on  andVequefted  to  be  witneffes  of  the  above. 

Glory  be  to  G O D alone! 


7.  B Morpagnius,  Prcfident. 

Jnglus  Scbiavetti , Canon,  Pro  Reftor  and  Syndick 
Homonobus  Pijonus,  P.  P-  Promotor,  Rc. 

(IS)  ( L.  S)  {L.  S.\ 

C Imperialism ) ( Sti  Marci  ) [U*»-  Patavi**.) 

T.  Matthew  Giro,  See.  Prothonotary  and  Chan- 
cellor of  the  celebrated  Academy  of  i ar.ua,  have 
fubferibed  the  prefent  privilege,  granted  to  the 
above-mentioned  Rhodomonte  Doanmcet,.  fon 
of  Bartholomew,  a defendant  of  Vienna,  ap- 
nroved  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  «ua  fu  1, 
unanimous  affent,  and  according  to  the  manner  ot 

our  nobility. 

Petrus  Cavignato  . 

Pro  Cancellario  Aim*  Univerfitatis  Scripfu 

We  S.mon  Cavalli,  for  the  moft  Serene  Repub- 

lick  of  Venice,  Minifter  Rcfident  at  the  Com:  of 

his  Britannick  Majefty,  do  certify,,  that  the  names 

with  Which  this  prefent  Diploma  is  ^ 

and  ouo-ht  to  have  full  credit  biu.i 

X1 r well  as  to  "the  feals  fubfixed  thereto. 

CAVALLI,  Minifter  Refident of  Venic* 


( L.  5.  ) 

(Su  Marti) 


E: 


C xiii  ) 


Ex  Voluntate  et  Decreto  Sereniffimi  Principis, 
Excellique  Senatus  Veneti,  nobis  clcmen- 
tiflime  concefTo. 

ATIO  Allemanna  D.  D.  Artiftarum  Celeber- 


rimi  Patavini  Gvmnafii.  Univerfis  et  Singu- 
lis  fidem  facimus,  et  atteftamur,  prefentem  hunc 
Nobilem  Donrnum  Phodomontem  Dominicf.ti, 
Vienneiem  ftudiofum  Scholaiem  elfe  noftise  Na- 
tionis,  Icriptumque  in  Noftra  Matricula : Ideoque 
gaudcre  debet  omnibus  Privileges  et  Scholafticis 
Immunitatibus.  Jn  quorum  Fidem  has  noltras 
Literas  confueto  natioms  noftrae  Sigillo  communiri 
juffimus.  Dar.  Patavii,  Anno  Domini  1770.  Die 
18  Mcnfis  Septembri. 

Johannes  Marilius , P.  P.  Nationis  Corn-Protestor. 


( L.  S.  \ (L.S.)  ( L S.  ) N 

' WltlfiV'/lJl  f •'  f S\tf  A/T.'lV'ri  \ , 70  1/  0\ltl  /)  Vf  / W \ * 


( Imp er alis.  } ( Sli.  Marc:  ) ^D.  Ven ti arum)  * ‘ 

To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come:  We, 
the  German  Nation,  Mailers  of  Arts  of  the  very- 
celebrated  Academy  of  Padua,  by  the  authority 
and  decree  of  IPs  mod  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince, 
and  of  the  moft  excellent  Senate  of  Venice,  gra- 
cioufly  delegated  to  us  ; do  hereby  teftify  and  de- 
clare, That  Rhodomonte  Dominicett,  of 
Vienna,  now  p refen t before  us,  is  a iludent  of  our 
nation,  enrolled  in  our  book  of  Matriculation;  and 
as  Inch,  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  every  privi- 
lege and  icholaftic  immunity.  In  witness  whereof, 
we  have  ordered  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made  patent, 


under 
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under  the  common  Teal  of  our  nation.  Dated  at 
Padua, this  1 8th  Day  of  September,  1779. 

John  Mcirfigli , P.  P.  Sub  Pioiedtor  of  the  Nation. 

L . S. 

Not  Simon  Cavalli,  per  la  Serenifiima  Repub- 
lica  di  Veneza  Mimifro  Refidente  appreflo  S.  M„ 
Britannica,  atteftiamo  qualmente  le  firme,  e figilli 
appofno  nel  prelente  Certificato  fono  legitime,  e 
veri,  e che  percio  fi  puo  preftarvi  intiera  ftde, 
Londra,  18  Aprile,  1779. 

S.  Cavalli,  Miniftro  Refidente  Veneto, 

( L.  S.  ) 

(Sli  Marci.) 

WE  Simon  Cavallt,  for  the  moft  Serene  Re- 
publick  of  Venice,  Minifter  Refident  at  the  Court 
of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  Do  certify,  that  the 
Names  and  Seals  affixed  to  this  prefent  certificate 
are  genuine  and  authentic,  and  ought  to  have  full 
credit  given  to  them.  London,  April  i8,  17?$. 

S.  Cavalli,  Minilter  Refident  of  Venice 

( L.  S.  ) 

( Sti  Marci.') 


I Joseph  Cortissos,  Notary  Publick,  dwelling 
and  pradtifing  in  this  city  of  London,  by  Royal  Au- 
thority, duly  admitted  and  fwor'n,  do  certify  and 
atteft,  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  at  the  requefl 
of  Dodfor  Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  Dodlor  in  Phy- 
fic,  and  fon  of  dcdtor  Bartholomew  Dominiceti,  of 
Cheilea,  alfo  Dcdtor  in  Phyfick,  went  to  his  Ex- 

cellency 


( 
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cellency  Count  Cavalli,  Minifler  Refidcnt  at  tins 
Court,  from  the  moil  Serene  Republic);  of  Venice, 
and  produced  to  him  the  original  Diploma  from 
the  Univerfiry  of  Padua,  and  alio  an  Act  of  Matri- 
culation of  the  German  Nation,  Mailers  of  Arts  of 
the  Academy  of  Padua.  By  the  Paid  Diploma 
creating,  approving,  and  appointing  the  faid  lvno- 
domonte  Dominiccti,  from  thenceforth  a Doctor  in 
Philofophy  and  Phvfic,andby  the  laid  Adt  of  Ma- 
triculation, a Undent  of  the  German  Nation,  and 
as  inch  inrolled  in  their  Book  of  Matriculation, 
which  the  laid  Diploma,  and  the  Act  of  Matricu- 
lation, together  with  an  atteilation  to  each  of  them, 
of  the  hand  writing  and  fignature  oi  his  faid  {excel- 
lency Count  Cavalli,  impreffed  with  the  Public 
Seal  of  his  EmbaiTy  are  hereunto  annexed,  and  I 
do  further  certify,  that  upon  my  producing  the 
fame  to  his  Excellency,  he  acknowledged  and  de- 
clared to  me,  the  faid  Notary,  that  the  laid  atten- 
tions and  fignatures  was,  and  were  of  his  own  hand- 
writing. In  witnefs  thereof  I have  granted  thefe 
prefents,  under  my  Notarial  Firm' and  Seal  of  Office 
to  lerve  and  avail  as  occafion  fiiall,  or  may  require. 
— London,  this  Eighteenth  day  of  Auguft,  One 
Thou  fund.  Seven  Hundred,  and  Seventy  Nine.— 

. In  Teftimonium  Veritatis ; 

JOSEPH  COPvTISSOS,  Notary  Public. 

L.  S, 

Uni verfis  et  fingulis  ad  quos  prefentes  Liter® 
pervenerint  Samuel  Plumbe,  Deminus  Major,  ac 
SenrHores  Civitalis  7 onJini  Sa.iutc.ui.  Notum  tefla- 
tumque  facimus  Jofephum  CortifTos  qui  inferu- 
mentum  praefcriptum  iignabit  Notarium  et  Tabel- 
lionem  efie  Publicum  fidelem  et  legale m,  debito 
juris  ordine  per  Begalem  Author,  tat  cm  admiffum 

atque 
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atque  juratum  Quodque  aftis  inftrumentis,  seliif- 
que  fcripturis  ab  to  fignatis  ec  figillatis,  plena  et 
indubitata  fides  adhibeatur  ad  adhiberi  debeat  in 
curia  et  extra. 

( L.  S.  ) In  eujus  Teftimoninum  fi- 
( Officii  Majorati  ) gillum  Ofncis  Majoratus 

( CivitaiisLondini  ) di&as  Ci vicacis  praefenti- 

bus  apponi  fecimus  Da- 
tum Londini  decimo  oc- 
tavo die  Menfis  Augufti 
Anno  Domini  millefTimo 
feptingentiflimo  fcptuage- 
jimo  nono* 

BEACH. 
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DISSERTATION 

O N T H E 

Arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated  Water  Baths, 
partial  Pumps,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  interna], 
and  external  moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  &V, 


An  nitidas  primum  left  or  mirabere  Thermos  ? 
Vel  quas  dilicias  ex  his  daret  inclyta  Roma  r 
Mir  are  hie  potius  My'iaria  Lymph  as, 
Frigentes,  calidas , tepidajque  referre  perennes  ? 


CHAP.  I. 

AMONGST  the  mod  powerful,  ufeful,  and 
fafer  Remedies  for  the  prefervation  and  reco- 
very of  Health,  as  well  as  for  Luxury,  the  Ancients 
preferred  the  Artificial  Baths  to  any  other.  Witnefs 
the  famous  baths  of  Agrippa,  Nero,  Titus,  Domitian, 
Antony,  Conftantine,  &c . &c.  whofe  pad;  elegance 
and  ufefulncfs,  will  be  an  everlading  monument  of 
their  enlarged  ideas,  and  found  judgment.  Here  I 
lliall  add  alfo  the  authority  of  Pliny*,  who  tells  us, 
that  for  fix  hundred  years,  not  any  other  medicinal 
aid  was  known  in  Rome,  than  the  Artificial  Bath r. 
In  thofe  times,  people  were  kept  flrongand  healthy; 
the  Gout , Scurvy , Leprofy,  Ringworms , Itch , and  other 
foul  eruptions  (fo  common  amongft  us)  were  very 

* Bib.  29,  cap.  i. 

B fcldom 
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feldom  feen,  owing  to  their  frequent  ufe  of  Artifi- 
cial Medicinal  Baths.  Baccius  obferves*,  that 
whenever  they  were  attacked  with  any  complaint, 
their  only  fpecific  was  the  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths; 
with  them  the  fuperfluous  and  morbific  humours 
were  driven  from  the  center  to  the  circumference, 
and  in  that  manner  the  very  feat  of  difeafes  was  eli- 
minated out  of  their  bodies.  But,  alas!  craft, 
covetuoufnefs,  indolence,  and  the  defire  of  novelty, 
has  deftroyed  both  the  Roman  Empire,  and  Roman 
Baths;  to  the  latter  have  been  fubdituted  other  means, 
more  ufeful  to  commerce  than  to  health. 

Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  perufe  Hippocrates, 
Galen , Celfus , Rhafis , Oribacins , AEtius , Paulus  AEgineta , 
Profper  Alpinus , and  many  other  celebrated  phyficians 
and  philofophers,  of  more  modern  date,  will  find  that 
thofe  learned  men  did  make  the  chief  part  of  their 
practice  in  curing  difeafes  with  Artificial  Medicinal 
Baths,  and  recommended  them  as  fure  and  excellent  re- 
medies, and  commonly  the  beji  of  ail  whatever,  for  pre- 
ferving  health,  and  curing  difeafes.  The  Authors  here 
cited,  fays  Sutherland , ARE  TESTIMONIES, 
WHICH  WILL  BE  HELD  IN  REVERENCE, 
WHEN  OUR  VERY  NAMES  COME  TO  BE 
FORGOTTEN. 

'Tis  wonderful,  the  teftimonies  of  thefe  great 
men,  have  never  induced  any  of  the  faculty  to  con- 
trive and  eredt  in  this,  or  any  other  kingdom,  an  ap- 
paratus for  preparing  and  applying  to  the  human  bo- 
dy, for  the  cure  of  various  complaints,  the  artificially 
heated  and  medicated  water,  vapourous,  and  dry 
Baths,  &c. — In  fhort,  they  appear  fo  ignorant, 
and  carelefs  of  this  very  ufeful  addition  to 

* Lib.  7,  c.  13,  p.  389,  and  c.  19,  22,  28,  29,  30,  and 
3r,  of  the  laid  book. 
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puyfic,  as  if  the  Ancients  had  never  left  beyond  them 
any  account  of  the  wonderful  efFedts  of  fhefe  falutary 
operations. 

This  important  innovation  was  referved  for  my 
Father,  who,  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  patience 
and  fortitude,  has,  ever  fince  the  year  1753,  baffled 
thole  difficulties  which  arofe  from  introducing  a 
pra&ice  that  was  (it  feems)  neither  known  or  under- 
flood,  and  confequently  met  with  the  greateft  oppo- 
fition  from  thofe  of  the  profeffion,  who  not  convinced 
of  their  efficacy,  attribute  the  many  cures  (wonderful 
to  them)  my  Father*  *,  and  Myfelff  have  performed  on 
difeafes  deemed  incurable,  as  a matter  of  accident , 
when  it  was  the  refult  of  a found  and  rational  practice. 
However,  after  a mature  reflection  on  their  ration- 
ality and  utility  (enforced  on  them  by  the  many  obfti- 
nate  and  dangerous  complaints  that  have  been  cured 
by  the  judicious  application  of  the  Artificial  Medi- 
cinal Baths)  they,  at  prefent,  begin  to  approve 
and  countenance  the  practice. 

Before  I proceed  to  explain  what  difeafes  my 
Artificial  Baths  are  adapted  to  cure  or  relieve,  I 
(hall  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  conftrudtion  and 
extent  of  my  apparatus,  as  well  as  of  the  different 
accommodations  for  thofe  patients,  whofe  disorders, 
or  complaints,  may  unavoidably  claim  a refidence  in 
my  houlej,  which  is  centrically  fituated  in  Panton- 
Square,  near  the  Hay-market. 

The  whole  of  my  apparatus  confifls  of  five  Me- 
dicinal Water  Baths,  fix  Vapour  Baths,  two 

Dry 

. 1 

* Vide  the  cafes  and  cures  inferted  in  his  Medical 
Anecdotes. 

t Vide  the  cafes  and  cures  at  the  end  of  this  pamphlet. 

t Although  it  is  an  additional  trouble  to  have  fick  perfons 
lodge  in  my  houfe,  yet  the  heart-felt  fatisfa&ioa  of  reftorirtg 
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Dry  Baths,  in  feparate  rooms,  and  entirely  unc  i- 
nested  with  each  other ; fix  Sweating  Bed-cham- 
bers, two  Waiting-Rooms,  and  a very  large  Drying- 
Room;  two  Chymical  Elaboratories,  in  which  are 
prepared  Medicinal  Waters  and  Vapours.  All  thefc 
machineries  are  conftrudted  upon  the  firft  and  fecond 
floor  of  my  new  buildings : other  baths  are  now  erec- 
ting for  the  middling  clafs  of  people  equally  bene- 
ficial as  thofe  I ufe  for  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 
Under  ground  there  are  many  furnaces,  aque- 
ducts, cifterns,  and  refervoirs,  of  very  large 
fizes,  for  the  different  folutions  and  combina- 


health  to  the  afHiCted,  is  a fufficient  recompence  for  the  incon- 
venience attending  it.  Indeed,  in  many  complaints,  a cure 
cannot  be  efFeCled,  even  with  the  greateft  care,  without  being 
in  the  houfe ; befides  the  danger  of  catching  cold,  there  are 
many  other  motives  that  fhould  induce  them  to  become  in- 
door patients;  in  certain  difeafes  and  conftitutions,  though 
the  patient  will  find  himfelf  relieved,  much  refrefhed,  and  in 
better  fpirits,  immediately  after  the  operation,  yet  he  fhould 
ftay  in  the  houfe  to  take  reft  and  nourifhment;  while  fome, 
who  labour  under  the  fame  difeafe,  but  of  a different  confti- 
tution,  may  go  into  the  frefh  air  immediately  after  bathing, 
without  the  danger  of  catching  cold  ; others,  who  at  firft  wul 
find  themfelves  fatigued,  or  tired,  owing  to  their  con- 
ftitutions being  greatly  lowered,  cither  by  their  taking 
too  much  phyfic,  previous  to  their  putting  themfelves  un- 
der my  care,  or  by  the  nature  of  their  complaints ; there- 
fore in  thefe  cafes,  they  fhould  be  treated  with  the  utmcft 
caution,  it  being  often  neceffary  for  them  to  retire  into 
their  apartments  direiftly  after  the  operations,  without  cx- 
pofing  themfelves  to  the  external  air,  to  reft  on  the  bed, 
and  take  fuch  nourifhment  as  is  requifite  to  recruit  their, 
ftrength;  by  which  means  they  will  be  capable  of  going 
through  the  operations  with  pleafure  and  profit,  and  enable 
me,  by  often  converfing  with  them,  to  form  a better  judge- 
ment of  the  nature  of  their  complaints,  and  conftitutions. 

tions 
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tions  of  artificial  mineral  water  •,  in  the  regular  diftri- 
bution  of  v\  Inch,  as  well  as  for  the  various  modification 
of  the  degrees  of  heat,  are  employed  above  2500  t ere  of 
copper-pipes,  and  as  n any  leaden  ones  ; and  above  150 
brals-cocks,  many  of  them  of  a very  large  diameter. 
I have  alfo  at  my  diipotal,  three  different  lofts  01  water, 
viz.  Rain,  New  River,  and  Spring  Water  \ the  choice 
of  which  is  of  the  tumult  importance,  for  inrulions, 
lolutions,  &:c.  of  various  lubttances,  necefiary  tor 
the  cure  of  many  complaints.  Annexed  to  ibis  curious 
and  extenlive  building,  are  two  fine  Cold  LLth-*,  one 
fmall,  and  of  a new  conftrudtion,  which  is  tiled  m a 
manner  totally  different,  and  by  far  more  falutary  than 
the  common,  which  may  alio  be  made  warm  or  cold, 
by  degrees,  or  fuddenly,  as  neceffity  requires  ; the 
other,  a large  capital  Cold  Bath,  the  mult  beautiful 
that  ever  was  eredted  in  England  ; Un  rounded  with 
a gallery,  and  rooms  for  the  bathers  to  undreis  and 
drefs  themfelves  in.  The  conftrudtion  of  this  Cold- 
Bath  is  entirely  new  and  enticing  to  every  beholder : 
Its  extent  is  22  feet,  width  10,  and  fiom  fix  feet 
fix,  to  four  feet  fix  deep,  embellifhed  with  a grotto, 
from  whence  lpring  water  is  conttantlv  running,  which 
holding  altogether  the  cloidt  connection,  and  rna- 
terially  depending  one  upon  the  other,  compoic  and 
form  a curious  body  of  median  fin. 

The  Batin,  appropriated  for  the  life  of  the 
Ladies,  are  diltindt  and  apart  from  thofe  of  the 
Gentlemen,  approached  by  different  avenues,  and 
kept  in  a very  clean  and  elegant  manner : The 

houfe  is  well  adapted  tor  the  reception  of  people 
of  the  fir  It  falhion,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the  mid- 
dling clal's  of  life;  the  parlours  for  the  ufe  of  out- 
door Patients  are  warm,  genteel  and  comfortable. — 

* Which  form  the  Calidariurn , 'Teficlarium , and  F? 
darium  of  the  ancient  Romans, 
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The  great  utility  of  this  laudable  invention,  hath 
fpoken  its  importance  to  the  o immunity  by  its  good 
effedTs.  By  inveftigaring  the  mode  of  treatment  it 
will  be  underftood,  that  the  medicated  procefs  is 
founded  upon  fuch  falutarv  principles,  that  not  a 
fingle  individual  can  in  thefmalleft  fenfe  be  injured  ; 
whilft,  according  to  the  mod  rational  and  well  di- 
gefted  conclufion,  it  bids  fair  for  curing,  or  at  lead 
relieving  molt  of  the  diforders  incident  to  the 
human  conftitution.  The  degrees  of  heat  and  cold 
are  alfo  regulated  by  the  thermometers ; and  the 
machinery,  leaders,  and  pipes  are  fo  conftructed 
that  the  Patient,  when  in  the  actual  operation,  can 
add  or  uirrrinifh  it  himfelf,  according  as  fancy  or 
neceffitv  directs.  In  fhort,  from  the  minutia  of  the 
whole  plan,  and  every  meafure  pradtifed,  it  ap- 
pears to  be,  what  in  reality  it  is,  the  refult  of  clofe 
application,  intenfe  ftudy,  and  immenfe  expence. 


CHAP. 
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C<  ^ | ^HE  practice  Gf  Phyfic,  fays  Ceifus , ought  to 
^ be  grounded  on  reafon  : evident  caufes  only 
fhould  be  admitted;  and  all  that  are  obfcure  fhould 
be  utterly  rejected  from  the  confideration  of  a P hy fi- 
cian,  and  from  the  art  itfelf.”  This  practice  of  pre- 
paring for  and  applying  to  the  human  body,  the  ar- 
bitrarily heated  and  medicated  water,  vapourous  and 
dry  Baths,  partial  Pumping  and  fridtions,  for  the 
cure  or  relief  or  mod  infirmities,  is  not  only  efta- 
blifhed  on  reafon,  and  lupported  by  the  authorities 
of  the  mod  celebrated  Phyficians  and  Philrfophers , 
but  experience,  that  great  baffler  of  fpeculation, 
has  silo  evinced  their  falutary  effedfs  in  different 
kinds  of  complaints.*  The  danger  and  torture  which 
often  attend  tho  e who  undergo  the  courfe  of 
common  practice,  for  the  cure  of  fcveral  inci- 
dental diieafes,  have  already  been  pointed  out,  and 
are  the  very  circumftanccs  which  fuggefted  the 
firft  idea  of  the  efficacy  and  fajety  of  this  plan. 
None  of  the  Faculty  ought  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
great  eflimation  in  which  the  moil  celebrated  fathers 
of  phyfic  have  held  the  medicated  Water,  va- 
pourous and  dry  Baths,  &c.  owing  to  the  great  fuc- 
cels  they  experienced  thereby,  in  the  cure  of  va- 
rious dilorders,  though  adminilfered  to  their  pa- 
tients in  an  aukward  unphyfical  manner.  But,  ap- 
prized of  the  great  neceflity  of  oppofing  the  crowds 
of  mercenary  pretendeis,  with  which  this  metropolis 
fwarms,  and  to  refute  the  prejudice  of  feme  of  the 
regulars,  qui  damnant  quod  ignorant ; I am  led  to 
add  the  following  obfervations  in  fupport  of  my 
practice.  Sanbforius  found  by  experience,  that 


* Vide  Cafes  and  Cures  at  the  end  of  this  Book. 
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excretions , made  in  a given  time,  have  com- 

monly this  proportion ; “that  is,  it  the  excretion 
by  /tool  be  as  four , that  ot  urine  is  as  fixteen  ; and 
that  through  the  pores  of  the  Jkin  is  as  forty , or 
more  upon  which  experiment,  Pitcairn  and  others 
draw  this  conclufion  ; “ th  t if  you  have  any  fever  un- 
derhand the  fame  holds  good  in  any  diftemper  ari- 
fing  ‘within  the  animal , it  is  ten  times  more  probable  to 
cure  it  by  fweat  than  by  JlcoL ” And  Van  Swieten , 
in  his  Commentary  on  Botrhaave' s Aphonfms , ob~ 
ferves,  “ that  they  who  attempt  to  cure  drop- 
lies,  a riling  from  weaknels,  by  cleanfing  the  body 
with  purges,  wonder  to  fee  it  grow  as  tumid  in  a few 
days  as  before  ; without  once  considering  that  all 
the  humours  flow  into  the  flaccid  vcffels,  and  that 
fcarce  any  of  the  liquids  taken  down  are  carried 
off  by  fwe-it  or  perfpiration. 

It  is  well  known  that  on  the  external  fuperficies 
of  the  body,  there  arc  vcffels  or  p all  ages  called  vafa 
ahforbentia , through  which  a variety  of  different 
forts  of  particles  can  pais  into  the  blood.  This 
is  eaiily  perceived,  and  muff  be  allowed,  from  fc- 
v rat  external  applications  daily  adminiftered  lor 
curing  this,  that,  or  other  diiorders,  and  which 
make  various  alterations  in  our  conilitutions,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  quality,  quantity , and  Jpe- 
cific  gravity  of  the  matter  fo  introduced.  I he 
cures,  therefore,  which  1 perform  of  various  di- 
feafes  are  effected  by  medicinal  fubftances  (found 
by  experience  falutary)  with  which  l impregnate 
the  Waters,  Vapourous  and  Dry  Baths,  Fumiga- 
tions, and  the  Liniments  for  Frictions,  according 
as  the  Patient’s  conff itution,  his  diieaie,  and  other 
circum fiances  may  require. 

Upon  trial,  the  reader  will  be  fatisfied  that  he 
has  not  ill  beftowed  his  -attention  to  this  practice; 

and 
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and  if  the  limits  allowed  in  a pamphlet  would  ad- 
mit a more  minute  diicuffion  of  this  important  fubjed, 

1 flatter  myfelf  I fliould  meet  with  the  gratitude 
of  the  community  at  large,  and  the  approbation 
of  thofe  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  have  not 
yet  been  well  apprized  of  the  efficacy  of  my  p rb- 
cels,  and  of  the  convcniencv  of  m\  apparatus. 

Manv  perfons  are  led  to  judge  of  things  by  fen* 
fation  alone,  and  not  bv  probable  conjectures  ; but 
as  the  fame  fenfe  of  leejing  cannot  be  lefs  acute  :n  them 
than  in  others,  l flatter  myfelf  they  will  readily 
fubferibe  to  the  following  obfervations  : 

That  the  common  method  of  curing  feveral 
diforders,  becomes  abfolutelv  a torture  to  the  pa- 
tient, (which  might  be  leffencd  to  a great  degree, 
by  the  application  of  my  operations  •,)  for  befides 
the  ule  of  lire  caullics,  knives,  fcarilications,  hlifters, 
cupping  glades,  and  copious  bleedings,  there  are 
often  adminiftered  great  doles  of  mercury,  opium, 
and  antimony,  naufeous  draughts,  troublefome  and 
dangerous  emetics,  with  an  incredible  number  of 
purges,  which  have  caufed  that  cacochymra  we  ob- 
ferve  in  enervated  conftitutions.  Galen  fays,  “ that 
they  are  pofleffed  of  deleterious  qualities,  and  that 
while  they  difeharge  the  noxious  particles,  at  the 
fame  time  they  throw  off'  a great  portion  of  ani- 
mal fpirit,  which  is  the  balls  and  llandard  of 
lile,”  and  confcquently  weaken  the  colfitution, 
and  create  new  diforders.  Avicen  is  faid  to  have 
wept  every  time  he  prelcribed  a purge,  and  many 
renowned  phyficians  of  more  modern  date  have 
found  it  by  experience  to  be  injurious. 

Smcdo , in  his  hiftorv  of  China  * and  Bern  Varenius> 
in  his  difeription  ot  Japan-)-  tell  us  that  <c  in  thole 

4 Parti,  chap.  '2.  f chap.  25. 
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kingdoms  difeafes  are  cured,  and  phyfic  pradtifed 
with  great  reputation,  without  ufingany  cupping-glajfes , 
ijjaes,  phlebotomy  or  cathartics P Pijo  § obferves  iC  that 
the  Brafilians  do  great  things  with  frictions,  where 
he  lavs,  Min  qutdem  turn  tuenda  fanitatis  ergo , cum 
plerifque.  morbis  fanandis,  fridlt:ne  et  undiione  frequenti 
incoict  pr^Jlaut,  iliam  in  frigidioribus  et  chromcis , hanc 
in  acutioribus  adhibentes.  They  do  (Tange  thing  both 
in  preferving  health  and  curing  difeafes  by  fri chons 
and  unctions  > u(ing  th t-frji  in  colds  and  chronics, 
the  latter  in  acute  difeafes/*  Neverthelefs,  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  before  the  patients  go  through,  or  during 
the  time  of  their  going  through,  my  operation,  1 
find  it  neceffary,  for  the  fpeedier  recovery  of  their 
health,  to  preferibe  them  fome  aperient,  attenuat- 
ing, or  other  internal  medicine,  according  to  their 
conftitution,  nature,  and  ftage  of  their  refpedive 
dilorders. 

I have  already  remarked  that  our  conftitutions 
are  altered,  and  difeafes  cured,  by  remedies  out- 
wardly applied;  the  reader  here  muft^  obferve, 
that  the  outward  application  or  iome  ot  my  ope- 
rations work  on  the  conftitution,  toward  the  cure 
of  the  difeafe,  by  altering  the  temper  of  the 
mafs  of  fluids,  without  producing  any  altera- 
tion in  the  infenfibie  evacuation  ; others  by  al- 
tering the  texture  of  the  morbifick  matter , and 
thus  render  it  fo  far  obfequious  to  nature,  as  to 
enable  her  to  eafe  herfelf  of  it  by  fweat  or  infen - 
fibh  tranjpiralwn ; which  method  I have  expe- 
rienced, and  it  ftands  alfo  recommended  by  the  belt 
phyfical  authors,  to  be  the  fa  fed,  and  the  mod  eli- 
gible that  nature  has  indicated,  and  art  followed, 
to  cure  or  alleviate  moft  diieafes  ^ not  only  as  the 
peccant  humours  may  be  eafdy  altered,  and  the 
cauic  of  complaint  difebarged  by  fweat , or  un - 


§ Hift.  Nat.  and  Lib.  i.  page  33. 
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difce*ned  tranfpiration,  and  at  the  fame  time  na- 
tuie  may  be  fupplied  through  the  abforbent  veffels , 
by  intufing  into  them  falutary  effluvia,  in  the  room 
ot  the  morbijick  qualities,  transpiring  out  of  the  body  \ 
but  becauie  the  matter  fo  infenfibly  perlpired,  has  al- 
ready pa  fled  through  a long  courfe  of  circulation , in 
all  the  fhapes  ot  animal  fluid,  and  is  divefted  of  all 
that  can  be  of  further  fervice  to  any  part  of  the  body, 
and  Jo  goes  off  without  injuring  the  CGnfiitution.  In 
this  paragraph  is  explained  verv  nearly  the  whole  of 
my  practice,  and  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble 
to  confider  it  attentively,  1 flatter  myfelf  that  he  will 
coincide  with  me  in  opinion,  especially  if  he  reflects 
on  the  pernicious  coni  quences  that  muff  attend  thole 
perfons  who  labour  under  an  obflrudion  of  fuch  great 
quantities  of  fuperfluous  and  morbific  humours,  as  is 
the  perlpirable  matter  in  the  Rate  here  deferibed,  the 
retention  of  which  caules  innumerable  complaints. 
The  neceflity  and  importance,  therefore,  of  the  ufe 
of  my  Artificial  Medicated  Water,  Vapour  Baths, 
&c.  is  obvious  to  eveiv  one  who  does  not  wilfully 
fhut  his  eyes  againft  rationality  and  found  judgement, 
eipecially  as  by  rhis  method  the  humours  are  not  put 
into  any  great  agitation,  as  is  the  cafe  with  internal 
hot  Jlimul'iting  diaphoretics  which  only  increafe  the 
patient’s  diforders,  by  producing  too  great  a motion 
in  the  vitals,  naturals,  and  animal  fluids,  and  conse- 
quently .alter  the  regular  courfe  of  their  func- 
tion on  which  alone  health  and  life  depends. 
For  this  reafon,  Lobb  judicioufly  has  faid  in 
his  rational  method  of  curing:  fevers,  that  bv 
“ thofe  hot  and  ftimulating  medicines,  commonly 

called 


* Hippocrati , Medici [que  a His  eft  trina  fa  cult  as, 
Nojlra  fub  ibfcuro  difpenfans  corpora  trafiu  : 
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called  fudorifks,  there  is  little  likelihood  of  ob- 
tailing  fweat , but  a great  probability  of  inerea/ing 
the  fever,  by  increaling  the  motion,  heat,  and  in- 
fpiflation  of  the  blood  * but  let  me  here  remark,  that 
even  fudorifics  of  the  milder  kinds,  fometimes  prove 
ineffectual,  efpecially  when  the  furface  of  the 
body  is  dry  and  parched  up  by  an  obhruCted 
perlpiration,  which  being  very  nearly  analogous  to 
the  urine,  produces  an  incruftation  (if  I may  ufe 
the  exprdTion)  on  the  external  fuperficies  of  the 
body,  which  obllrudts  the  orifices  of  the  pores, 
and  of  the  perfpiratorv  and  ludatory  tubili  in 
iuch  a manner,  that  it  will  not  yield  to  any 
mild  internal  force,  while  a greater  one  might 

. , ^ ^ O 

perhaps  be  equally  fruitlefs ; with  this  diff  rence, 
that  the  impelled  humour,  as  it  cannot  find  its 
way  out  of  the  body,  will  return  back  from  its  cir- 
cumference to  the  center,  and  there  produce  ob- 
ff ruCtions  in  the  largeff  velfcls,  which  are  attended 


Prima  ani mails , molli  q hue  fix  a errebro , 

Per  nervos  jenjum  tranjmtttit  corpus  in  omne  : 
Altera  vitalis , calido  de  cards  fuborta, 

Viiam  infer t membris  per  vas  artcria  dictum  : 
Tertia  naturalis , hahens  fuam  in  hepate  Jedem , 
Corpora  per  venas  dijfufo  fanguinc  nutnt . 

The  Moderns  with  Hippocrates  agree 
That  the  chief  fprings  of  life  are  only  three! 
The  firff  lies  in  the  fpirits  of  the  brain. 

Which  give  the  fenfe  of  plealureor  of  pain  ; 
The  next  is  in  the  heat,  which  from  the  heart, 
FI  ies  thro’  the  arteries  to  ev’ry  part  ; 

The  third  is  in  the  liver;  from  the  fame 
I<uns  out  the  blood,  to  feed  tke  human  frame. 


with 
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with  very  pernicious  or  fatal  confequences  to  the 
patient.  It  has  been  obferved  by  mod  phyficians, 
iS  that  in  the  dimmer  months,  when  peripiration  is 
grcatcft,  men  are  lefs  apt  to  be  fick,  and  fewer  died* 
The  fpal'ms  winch  affeCl  the  hypochondriac,  and 
the  pains  which  torment  thole  that  have  the  gout, 
generally  ceafe;  perfons  advanced  in  years,  that 
are  of  weak  conditutions,  and  obnoxious  to  difor- 
ders,  are  never  better  than  in  dimmer.  Obdinate 
quartan  agues,  and  other  difeafcs  which  have  com 
tin  ued  long,  proceeding  from  an  infraction  of  the 
vi/cera  are  either  ldTcned  in  the  dimmer  time,  or 
quite  ceafe.  The  diforders  which  proceed  from 
a fup preflit  n of  peripiration,  are  great  and  danger- 
ous ; for  it  increalcs  the  impure  juices,  anti  difpoles 
them  to  corru pti  >n  and  putrefaCtion  : whence  pro- 
ceed univerlal  difeales,  luch  as  cachexies,  madnefs, 
hermorrhages,  epilepdcs,  quinfies,  gout,  rheums, 
coughs,  lippit  udes,  ablcedes,  cattarrhs,  fcurvy, 
rheumatifrn,  the  fmall-pox,  meades,  and  con- 
tinual fevers.”  Brook , in  his  General  Practice  ot 
Phyfic,  lays,  c*  that  there  is  always  a double 
motion  in  the  fever,  the  one  from  the  circum- 
ference to  the  center,  or  from  the  external  parts 
to  the  internal  •,  the  other  from  the  centre  to 
the  circumference-,  the  fird  motion  is  attended 
with  a fmall  contracted  weak  pci  lie,  with  an  anxiety 
of  the  precordia,  and  difficulty  of  breathing;  the 
lecond  with  increadd  motion  of  the  arteries,  a 
large  pulie  and  hear,  extended  even  to  the  extreme 
parts.  Thei'e  two  motions  arc  evidently  of  a dif- 
ferent nature  and  efficacy,  the  fir  ft , from  the  circum- 
ference to  the  center,  is  not  only  lefs  falutary , but 
morbid,  nay  often  fatal ; for  thofe  who  die  of  a 
fever , whether  continual  or  intermitting,  acute  or 

chronica], 
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chronical,  die  under  fpafn,  cold , chillinef r,  JJjivering 
or  Jhaking , with  convulfions  of  the  external  parts ; 
becaule  the  heart,  lungs,  arid  brain,  are  at  that 
time  more  opprelTed  with  the  internal  conuefhon 
of  the  blood.  The  other  motion  from  the  internal 
parts,  or  from  the  center  to  the  circumference  and 
minute  vefills,  is  faimary  and  vital-,  nay,  even 
medicinal  and  prefervatory  -,  for  under  this,  and  by 
this,  the  morbid  matter  exciting  the  febrile  Ipaim, 
is  corrected,  difcufled,  and  expelled  (by  lweat 
or  inlenfible  tranipiration,)  and  lb  the  fever  ter- 
minates.,, 

Having  thus  fet  to  view  fome  injuries  and 
inconveniences  attending  the  method  commonly 
practiied  for  t fie  cure  ’of  leveral  difeafes,  and  at  the 
lame  time  give  an  infight  into  my  practice,  upon 
which  1 dial!  further  enlarge  as  follows : 

In  the  firft  chapter  we  have  taken  notice  that 
the  Romans  for  many  years  did  not  ufe  any  other 
means  for  curing  difeafes,  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  health,  than  the  artificial  medicated  water 
and  vapour  baths  •,  ajid  lo  great  were,  their  effects, 
that,  what  we  now  call  the  common  Practice  of  Phyfick , 
they  deemed  a plague  to  the  City : in  confe- 

o^ence  of  which  all  the  phyficians  that  followed 
fuch  methods  for  curing  difeafes  were  banifhed  out 
of  Rome. — The  following;  callage  will  convince 
the  reader  to  what  extenfive  ufe  they  brought 
the  artificial  medicated  water  and  vapourous  baths  : 
* Fiunt  autem  art  ficialia  balnea pluribus  modis,  penes  di- 
ver fas  intentiones.  Alia  enim  componuntur  ex  ictus  ano - 


* Vide  Baccii  de  Balneis  Medicatis  Artificialibus. 

Chap,  xxvii. 

dynis 
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dynis,  alia  ex  emollientibus , alia  ex  calidis  ac  relax  antibus 
alia  ex  adftringentibus , &e.  alia  ex  fmplici  oleo , <?//£  £* 
latte , vet  quoque  alio  liquor e fuerit  opus  : Ufus  auteni 
varius  ad  cade  faciendum  ufrigerata , ac  exficcanclum , ad 
delorem  leniendum , emolhendtim , ad  d:fcutiendum9  ad 

iidfiringendum , f/  quod  Jummatim  die  am , ad  capitis,  tho- 
racis, ventriculiy  int'eftinorum , renum,  uteri , vefica , 
inutturarumque  pajjiones  plurimas 

“ The  artificial  medicated  baths  (fays  he)  are 
made  in  different  manners,  to  ferve  different  inten- 
tions ; fome  are  competed  of  anodynes,  fome  of 
emollients,  fome  of  warm  and  relaxing,  others  of  a- 
flringent  iublvances  •,  fome  of  fimple  oil,  fome  of 
milk  or  of  any  other  fuitable  liquor  : — their  ufe 
is  alfo  various ; fome  ferve  to  warm,  fome  to  refri- 
gerate, others  to  dry,  and  fome  to  mitigate  pain ; 
others  to  mollify  and  difperfe,  and  others  to 
ftrengthen.  In  fhort,  they  are  good  for  the  difor- 
ders  of  the  head,  ftomach,  abdomen,  inteftines, 
loins,  uterus,  bladder,  and  joints.” 

They  were  no  Id's  particular  in  their  fomenta- 
tion, as  the  beforementioned  Author  oblervcs,  “ Hu- 
mida  itaque  fomenta  inflammationibus  convening t a 
biliofis  humoribus  fattis.  Sicca  vero  bis  qua  a t'enui  et 
aquofo  fanguinc  predutta  hunt , et  lenia  quidem  fomenta 
viordocibus  humoribus  conveniunt , mordacia  vero  et  at - 
tenuantia  crafjis  ac  vifeofis Moilt  fomentations 
are  good  in  inflammations,  caufed  by  billious  hu- 
mours— but  the  dry  are  for  diforders  produced  by 
attenuated  and  watery  blood,  the  foftening  and  molli- 
fying fomentations  are  good  for  (harp  and  corrofive 
humours,  and  thofe  made  of  lharp  and  attenuating 
fubftances,  arc  fit  to  re&ify  glutinous  and  vifcous 
fluids. — Boerbaave  repeats  very  nearly  the  fame 
thing  for  the  cure  of  difeales  proceeding  from  a 
fpontaneous  gluten.  cc  Baths  (fays  he)  are  either  wet 
or  dry;  the  former  ad- by  relaxing  and  diluting; 

to 
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to  thefc  therefore  are  added  aromatic  herbs  which 
ftrengthen  and  attenuate,  and  at  the  lame  time  .fric- 
tions are  uled  ; afterwards  the  dry  baths  are  of  fer- 
vice,  by  exciting  a greater  heat  •,  but  as  the  whole 
external  lutface  of  the  body  is  covered  with  bibu- 
lous veins,  the  virtue  of  thefc  aromatic  herbs  may- 
be tranlmitted  through  them,  efpecially  when  they 
are  relaxed  in  the  bath. — And  Hippocrates  de  affec- 
tionibus  plainly  lays,  “ that  whatever  part  the  pain 
invades,  fhould  be  treated  with  baths,  fomentations 
and  emollient  liniments. — Medea,  who  fas  Palae - 
phatus  has-  obferved)  acquired  the  reputation  of  re- 
lhoring  youth  to  old  men,  is  laid  to  have  uled  no 
other  ingredients  than  medicated  waters,  and  the 
effluvia  of  balfamic  herbs. 

Van-Swieten,  in  his  Commentary  on  Boerhaavi s 
Aphorijms , oblerves,  “ that  in  acute  dileafes,  wherein 
the  fkin  is  generally  fo  very  dry  as  ro  carry  off  nothing 
by  tranlpiration,  and  when  the  orifices  of  the  veflels 
through  which  we  perfpire  are  quite  doled  up,  it  is 
to  no  purpofe  to  endeavour  to  provoke  a fw  eat  by 
internal  medicines;  but  it  the  body  [ fays  he  be  ex- 
pofed  naked  in  a vapour  bath,  the  mouth  of  the 
veflels  will  open,  the  fkin  grow  mo  iff,  and  fweat  loon 
after  enfue:  and  in  obftrudtions,  whenever  vapours 
and  fomentations,  with  very  fattening  herbs  boiled 
in  them,  can  be  comtnodioujly  directed  to  the  parts,  it  is 
to  be  preferred  to  all  other  methods  A He  further  ob- 
ferves,  “ that  for  the  cure  of  a fchirrous  dilorder,  no- 
thing can  be  better  than  to  fumigate  the  part  twice  a 
day  and  ufe  gentle  fridfions:  By  continuing  this  ule 
for  l'ome  months,  he  adds,  I with  plealur.c  recoiled: 
ieveral  recent  fchirri  oi  the  breall:,  which  I have  hap- 
pily cured. ” Huxharn,  in  pleurifics,  prdenbes  to 
foment  the  part,  which,  fays  he,  often  cafes  the  pain, 
and  generally  terminates  the  diteafe.  And  Brook  ad- 

vifes 
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Vifes  tepid  vapours  of  decodfions  of  proper  ingre- 
dients, to  be  conveyed  to  the  lun-js. — /irbuthnot,  oil 
the  inflammation  of  the  liver,  1'aVs,  fweat  ihould  be 
promoted;  and  or  tliofe  of  the  bowels,  he  recom- 
mends warm  fomentation.  *7  tjfot  * lays,  “ t1  at  warm 
baths,  by  relaxing  the  veflels,  and  qualifying  the 
humours,  greatly  aflifl  the  cure;  and,  when  there  is 
no  reafhn  to  the  contrary,  fliould  never  be  negiebted  : 
but  above  all  in  the  obftructions  of  the  liver.’'’ — Brook, 
in  the  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  and  difficulty  of 
making  water,  firongly  diredts  fomentations  of  emol- 
lient herbs  : and  in  that  of  the  eyes,  Floffman  advifes 
to  receive  the  vapours,  or  fleam  of  valerian  root,  liquo- 
rice, &c.  Sir  John  Pringle  § (Phyfician  to  her  preient 
Majefty)  obierves,  u that  aphrenitis  is  often  brought 
on,  or  increafedin  thchofpitals  of  an  army,  by  the  want 
of  du eperfpiraticn,  and  of  warmth  in  the  extremities; 
therefore  as  loon  as  a foldier  is  brought  into  the  houfe 
with  feverifh  fymptons,  his  hands  and  feet  fliould  be 
wafhed  with  warm  vinegar  and  water  ; and  (fays  he) 

I would  likewife  recommend  for  the  hofpitals,  what 
I have  fometime  fince  in  a phrenitis  fucccfsfully 
ufed  in  my  private  practice,  a fomentation  to\  the  feet 
and  lower  -part  of  the  legs , to  be  repeated  often  for 
an  hour  or  two  at  a time.  He  farther  obferves  that 
in  the  dyfenterv,  for  mitigating  the  gripes,  and  ex- 
pelling the  wind,  we  are  not  to  ufe  the  warmer  car- 
minatives ; at  leaft  I have  never  known  them  to  an- 
fvver  : opiates  give  immediate  relief,  but  they  only  ' 
palliate,  and  often  increafe  the  caufe.  I have  (fays 
he)  met  with  no  remedy  that  remarkably  anfwered 


* Article  xi.  Seel.  115,  of  his  Effay  on  the  Difeafes  of 
people  of  Fafliion. 

§ In  hisObfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  part  iii. 

C this 


( *8'  ) 

this  intention  the  heft  was  fomenting  the  belly,  and' 
drinking  camomile- tea  : the  fomentations  were  made 
of  the  common  herbs , with  the  addition  of  Jome  fpirit . — 
The  flatulent  pain  would  fometimes  aftedt  the  fide 
as  in  a plainly  ; but  a laxative  medicine,  or  the  fo- 
mentation juft  mentioned,,  removed  them  without 
bleeding*  For  the  pally,  Boerhaave  recommends 
ftrong  fridfions,  endued  with  ftimulating  virtues, 
vapourous  and  water  baths,  and  the  fume  of  gums.. 
— In  convulfive  afthmas,  Brook  fays,  after  the  ufe  of 
fridtions  for  the  feet,  they  fliould  be  put  into  warm 
water  : and  if  there  are  violent  fpafms  about  the 
pr^cordia,  hot  fomentations  are  highly  neceflary.  In 
pituitous  afthmas,  Ileifler  and  Huxbarn  enjoin  warm 
baths. — Bairy  fays,  that  “ fudorifics  have  been  by 
fomc  warmly  recommended  in  a confumption  of 
the  lungs,  and  are  frequently  found  more  effedhial, 
and  fpeedier  in  their  tfTcdf,  when  the  operation  onlv 
produces-  infenfible  perfpiration  : But  the  danger 
that  attends-  their  exciting  too  great  a motion  of  hu- 
mours, counterpoifes  the  benefit  that  might  accrue; 
which  pofition  holds  good  in  fevers,  and  fhews  the 
pernicious  confequences  of  internal  fudorificks,  to 
which  my  operations  are  not  in  the  molt  diftant 
view  fubjedt. — Potter , on  the  billious  cholic,  fays,. 
“ when  bleeding,  brifk  'cathartics,  lenient  me- 
dicines, anodynes  or  clyfters  will  not  help  the 
misfortune,  recourfe  muft  be  immediately  had  to 
warm  baths , compofed  of  emollient  decodtions.” 
Sydenham,  on  the  gout,  holds,  that  evacuating  the 
peccant  matter  by  l'vveat,  is  better  than  to 
attempt  it  by  purgatives  or  emetics  ; and  Sanftorius, 
obftrves, <c  that  in  gouty  people,  the  humours-,  even 
of  the  thickcft  fort,  are  only  to  be  refolved  by 
means  of  vapours.” 


Brook , 
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Brook , fpeaking  of  the  cholic  of  the  damnonti* 
fays,  6(  If  emetics  and  cathartics  will  not  pafs, 
I order  emollient  fomentations,  efpecially  when  the 
belly  is  inflated,  hard,  or  contracted  with  fpafms ; 
but  much  happier  effects  may  be  cxpefted  from 
baths,  prepared  with  the  fame  engredients.” — 
<c  I have  often  feen  fays,  Huxham,  the  molt  excru- 
ciating fits  of  the  gravel  terminated , when  tieither 
copious  bleedings  nor  opiates  have  had  the  leaf  effirOl  ; 
nay,  I have  learnt  from  numerous  experiments, 
and  do  affert  from  what  I have  collected  from 
many  judicious  authors,  that  nothing  can  be 
fo  efficacious  to  eafe  the  pain,  and  enforce  the  de- 
feent  of  the  Jlone  through  the  ureters , as  tepid  emol- 
lient baths.”  What  affiflancr  art  can  lend,  fays 
Pott , in  his  remarks  on  the  fidula  in  aiio,  mu  ft  be 
adminiftcred  fpeedny;  every  minute  is  of  confe- 
quence : and  if  the  difeafe  be  not  flopped,  the  pa- 
tient will  fink-,  recourfe  muft  be  immediately  had 
to  medical  afilftance;  the  part  affiliated  Jhould  be  fre- 
quently fomented  with  hot  fpintuous  fomentations  ; large 
and  deep  ncilions  Ihould  be  made  into  the  difeafed 
part,  and  the  application  made  to  it  fhould  be  of 
the  warmed,  moll  anticepric  kinds. — He  farther  ob- 
ferves,  that,  flranguary,  dyfiry , and  even  a total  re- 
tention of  urine,  are  not  very  uncommon  attendants 
upon  ablceftes  forming  in  the  eighbourhood  of  the 
rcCtum  and  bladder;  he  protefts  againft  the  ule  of 
the  catheter , as  a praClice  attended  with  danger- 
ous confluences ; he  recommends  bleeding,  and 
emptying  the  inteftines,  if  the-e  be  time  for" fo  do- 
ing, by  a gentle  cathartic,  but  the  moft  effectual  re- 
lief ( lays  he)  will  be  from  the  warm  bath  or  femi- 
cupiumP 


Galen 


Galen  de  Cerebro , lays,  “ that  the  health  of  rhe 
brain  is  preferved  by  the  fumigation  of  aromatics? 
which  will  comfort  it,  cure  cold , and  the  head- 
ache.”— Brunet , in  his  Medicida  Pr  attic  a , and 

Riverius , in ' his  Praxis  Medica , prefcribe  for 

the  diibrders  of  the  ears,  medicated  fumiga- 
tions  to  be  conveyed  to  the  parts. — Loti  chins  de 
Atrophia , fays,  humettantia  imperanda  funt  ita  ut 
vifeerum  obfiruttiones  expediantur , in  hoc  cafu  laudabile 
cji  balneum  herbarum  Aromaticarum  paratmn. — In  an 
atrophy,  or  defeat  of  nutrition  which  is  a con- 
lumption  of  the  whole  or  fome  particular  part  of 
the  body,  but  efpecially  of  the  extremities,  moif- 
tening  things  are  to  be  prescribed,  fo  as  to  difolve 
the  obflructions  of  the  vifeera,  and  in  this  cafe  a 
bath  prepared  of  aromatics  is  commendable. — • 
Liffot*,  as  above,  fays,  cc  that  many  eminent  phy- 
ficians,  regarding  all  diforders  of  the  nerves  as  the 
confequences  of  relaxed  fibres  and  weak  digedion, 
would  effebt  a cure  by  means  of  remedies  which  are 
hot,  and  drengthened  by  gums,  fteel,  bitters,  cam- 
phire,  caflor,  mufk,  Spirituous  tinbfures,  opium, 
&c.  which  is  an  error , and  unhappily  they  have 
no  better  fuccefs  than  in  complaints  of  the  Sto- 
mach; but  an  innocent  regimen  and  the  benefit 
of  the  warm  bath , uSed  in  the  morning,  fading,  is 
here  of  the  greatefi  utility.  I have  leen  three  pa- 
tients (fays  he)  in  this  cafe,  thrown  by  thefe  fmall 
fevers  into  a confirmed  hcttic  fever,  whofe  Situation 
feemed  aimed  defperate,  and  yet  were  . psrfcttly 
cured  by  ufing  this  remedy , and  cows  milk  only, 
for  nourifh ment.  My  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths 

have  cured  many  complaints  of  this  kind,  even  when 


* Vide  article  x,  febt.  26. 


all 


nil  other  means  had  failed  ; and  as  thefe  difeafts  com- 
monly proceed  at  firft  from  obftruclion  of  perlpira- 
tion,  the  application  of  my  operation,  is  the  moft 
efficacious  remedy.  Dr.  William  Smith  obferv.es* *, 
that  44  perfpiration  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  animal 
and  vegetable  life,  and  a free  and  regular  perfpira- 
tion is  neceffary  to  good  health,  which  we  fee  exem- 
plified in  nervous  people*,  for  an  obftrufted  perfpi- 
ration is  the  primary  and  chief  caufe  of  all  that  tram 
of  hideous  and  frightful  jymptoms  that  afflitl  nervous 
-people it  is  likewife  the  caufe  of  the  tranfient  low- 
neffes,  that  people,  otnerwife  healthy,  are  forced 
fo  me  times  to  complain  of,  particularly  in  gloomy 
weather  *,  for  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  which  dif- 
fers in  different  times  and  feafons  of  the  year,  greatly 
promotes  or  retards  perfpiration  ; for  the  perfpirable 
matter  both  of  animals  and  vegetables,  is  wafted 
awav  by  the  air,  as  i'oon  as  it  comes  to  the  perfpira- 
tory  orifices*,  but  when  either  the  air  is  faulty,  or  the 
matter  itfclf  not  prepared  to  be  buoyed  up  and  carried 
away  by  the  air,  that  it  ftagnates , plajters  up  the 
mouths  of  the  veffels,  which,  being  already  full,  hin- 
der the  accefiion  of  new  juices,  confequently  the  ob~ 
ftructed  parts  are  prevented  from  receiving  frefh  nou- 
rifiiment*,  hence  leannefs,  cutaneous  difeafes,  &c.  If 
the  perfpirable  matter,  which  is  in  a ftate  of  putrefac- 
tion, falls  moftly  upon  the  lungs,  then  it  produces  a 
nervous  afthma ; if  it  tends  to  the  heart,  a palpita- 
tion *,  if  to  the  head,  tinglings , thumpings , epfilipfies , 
palftes , apoplexies , &c.  If  upon  the  ilomach,  nau - 
fea,  vomitting,  JHnking  breath , &c.  If  it  enter  the 
coats  and  veffels  of  the  mufcles,  it  caufes  gout , rheu- 
matifin , wandering  pains  ; and  as  perfpiration  greatly 
promotes  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  by  depletion, 
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* New  Syftcm  of  Phyfic,  p.  300. 
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fo  when  it  is  obflruCtcd  the  circulation  becomes  more 
languid  *,  and  as  the  perfpirablc  matter  is  in  a {late  of 
putrefa&ion,  fo  the  lolids  are  rendered  Ids  claflic, 
and  the  body  becomes  habituated  to  putrefaction,  and 
advances  from  one  ftage  to  another,  till  life  can  be  no 
longer  fupported.  For  when  external  perfpiration  is 
obftruCted  the  intern. tl  perfpiration  is  very  foon  in 
the  fame  ftate-,  and  the  inteftines,  which  difeharge 
by  the  anus  the  faces  along  with  the  noxious  matter  of 
peripiration,  are  fo  relaxed,  that  they  cannot  protrude 
th e faces  arid  putrid  perfpirablc  matter,  which  is  again 
taken  up  by  the  abforbent  lymphatics , and  mixed  a- 
new  with  the  mafsot  blood,  where  it  encreafes  the  fep- 
tic  ferment,  as  yea  ft  does  that  of  flour  j the  nervous 
fluid  has  not  a fufficient  fupply  from  the  food  we  eat, 
for  as  the  finer  veffels  fuiffer  firfi  in  objlruffions , fo 
the  nerves  are  much  relaxed , and  perhaps  ob ft  ruffed” 
For  curing  convi  .fions,  to  which  many  of  the  Fair  Sex 
are  fo  much  fubjeCt,  nothing  is  better  than  tepid 
emollient  water  and  vapourous  Baths  and  oleous 
frictions;  Baglivi  de  fibra  mo  trice,  lays,  that  the  cure 
is  to  be  performed  by  taking  away  the  irritation  and 
the  contraction  of  the  fibres,  with  baths  and  oleous 
fubftances.  In  the  obftruCtion  of  the  uterus,  Prime - 
rofe  obferves  “ that  fi  denfus  et  durus  uterus  finer  it, 
fotu , infejfu , fuffitu  emolliendus  erit ; — If  the  uterus  be 
thick  and  hard,  it  mult  be  mollified  with  fomen- 
tation, the  half  bath,  and  fumigation and  in  the 
fupprefllon  of  a certain  evacuation,  we  muft  (fays 
he)  balnea , et  fetus  imperare  ex  deco ff is  aper.entibus ; 
preferibe  baths,  and  fomentations  of  aperient  de- 
coCtions.”  Tijfot , on  the  irregularity  of  the  courfes*, 

* By  means  of  my  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths,  irregular 
and  total  obftruclions  of  this  kind  have  been  removed  with 
the  greatefl  facility,  though  of  very  long  Handing,  in 
feveral  young  Ladies,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  a more  advanced 
fiage  oflife* 

obferves, 
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oblerves, tc  this  diforder,  Should  be  carefully  treated, 
and  hot  remedies  cautioujly  avoided , for  fear  of  ir- 
ritating the  nerves,  and  giving  an  inflammatory 
thicknefs  to  the  blood , and  thereby  prolonging , irtftead 
of  ending  the  malady  : it  yeilds  to  an  innocent  re- 
gimen, a regular  life,  and  warm  baths . — And  Hip- 
pocratesfays,  “ fuffitus  ex  aromaticis  muliebra 
ducit,  et  aiiis  quo  q tie  floret  ntihsfl  — that  fuffu- 
migation  of  aromatics  are  of  effential  fervice  to  wo- 
men. In  the  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  /ljiruc 

tells  us,  Ci  that  pradtioners  advifed  that  kind  of 
half-bath,  diftinguifhed  in  latin  by  the  name  of 
inflejjus ; thcfe  half- baths  were  prepared  with  a de- 
ception of  emollient  and  anodyne  herbs,  fuch  as 
thofe  which  are  employed  for  fomentation*,  but 
this  practice,  (fays  he)  had  unavoidable  inconveni- 
ences; for  cither  the  decodlion  of  thefe  half- baths 
would  be  colder  than  the  part  bathed,  and  then 
they  would  have  the  fame  bad  effedts  as  the  topics 
applied  cold  ; or  they  would  be  hotter,  and  in  that 
cafe  would  augment  the  inflammation.” 

What  a misfortune  that  remedies  thus  efficacious, 
and  which  were  judged  then  to  be  fo,  either  by 
their  eflfetts,  or  hy  well-founded  conjedfures,  could 
not  have  been  ufed  with  fafety  for  the  cure  of  va- 
rious complaints!  Whatever  was  the  caufe  that 
no  farther  enquire  has  been  made  into  fuch  an  im- 
portant objedt,  is  nothing  to  our  prefent  purpofe: 
it  will  be  enough  for  me  to  fay,  that  I have  a 
lure  and  eafy  method  to  keep  the  abovemen- 
tioned  baths,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  a fixed  de- 


gree 
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gree  of  heat,  which  alfo  may  be  varied  at  pleafure 
by  the  patients,  without  the  afjiflance  of  the  atten- 
dants. This  new  improvement  of  mine,  puts  them 
one  of  fear  of  being  either  too  hot  or  too  cold* 


V 


CHAP 


\ 


( 25  ) 

C H A P.  III. 

FRICTIONS  are  neceffary  auxiliaries  for  the  cure 
of  many  complaints.  The  fri&ions  which  l 
ufu  ally  ord.  r for  my  Patients  are  of  feveral  kinds, 
and  defigned  often  to  ferve  quite  oppofite  purpofes* 
This  practice  is  confirmed  by  Hippocrates , who  lays, 
“ that  fri&ion  if  hard  it  binds,  if  fort  it  loofes, 
if  violent  it  diminishes,  if  moderate  it  fills  up*’* 
Galen  exprefies  himlelf  very  near  in  the  fame 
manner,  where  he  lays,  “ when  we  would  make 
any  part  flclhy  we  muft  rub  it  till  we  make 
it  fweil  •,  but  when  we  would  diflipate  or  lef- 
fen  the  bulk  of  it,  we  muft  ftill  rub  on,  till  the 
part  which  has  iwelled  fhall  fubfide. — Nay  him- 
ft  If  cured  many  of  his  Patients  by  rubbing  the 
mufcular  parts  with  emollient  liniments,  after  the 
fomentations  had  been  applied,  upon  perfons  long 
conlumptive,  and  in  a wafting  condition, — Columella, 
is  of  opinion,  that  it  does  more  good  to  have  the 
back  well  rubbed  down,  then  the  ftomach  filled 
with  large  quantities  of  food. — Van  Sweiten , ill 
his  Commentaries  fays,  that  frictions  caufe  a fuccef- 
five  and  repeated  compreflion  and  relaxation  of  the 
veflels,  and  fo  fupply  the  place  of  their  reciprocal 
motion;  by  prefling  the  liquid  from  the  apex  of  the 
veflels  to  the  bafis,  we  may  turn  the  arteries  into 
veins,  and  fo  bring  the  obftruCting  matter  out  of  the 
narrow  into  a broader  part  of  the  artery,  into  which 
it  prefently  returns  again,  when  the  veflel  is  re- 
laxed; if  this  be  often  repeated  it  will  be  exactly 
the  fame  cafe  as  Leevwenhoeck  faw  in  the  bat:  i.  e. 
the  obftrudfing  matter  will  be  divided  and  at- 

O 

tenuated  by  going  backwards  and  forwards,  till  at 
laft  it  can  pafs  into  the  vein.  Obfervation  fhews  the 

great 
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great  ufc  of  fridtions  in  refolving  obftrudtions : — I 
have  fecn  (fays  he)  an  indurtaed  parotid  gland,  after 
many  very  good  applications  have  failed,  refolved, 
by  being  well  rubbed  with  woollen  cloth  tor  an 
hour  together  twice  a day,  after  having  been  ex - 
pofed  to  the  vapour  of  warm  water , vinegar,  &c. 
‘ The  like  alfo  has  been  feen  in  the  glands  of  the  neck 
when  they  have  been  flrumous.  He  further  obferves 
that  liniments  made  of  the  mildeft  oily  fubftance  of 
the  fmootheft  oils,  drawn  from  vegetables,  are  of 
fignal  fervice,  efpecially  if  applied  to  the  part  after 
they  have  been  deterged  by  bath , and  fomentations , 
and  well  dried.  /Elms ,*  bellows  the  higheft  com- 
mendation on  fridtions  as  a good  prefervative 
againft  the  gout. 

Boerhaave , after  he  has  palled  fimilar  encomiums 
on  the  fubjcdl,  fays,  e(  Add  to  this  that  the  extrava- 
fated  and  concreted  blood  itfelf  will  be  attenu- 
ated and  refolved  by  frictions;  for  if  the  blood 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  veins  of  a healthy 
perfon,  and  congealed  in  the  open  air,  be  ground 
m a glafs  mortar,  it  may  be  again  diffdved  into  a 
frothy  and  coloured  liquor-,  and  therefore  friblions 
are  evidently  of  the  greateft  ufe  in  the  cure  of  con- 
vulfions.” 

Thus  I have  nearly  fubmitted  to  the  public  im- 
partial judgment,  a compleate  defeription  of  my  ap- 
paratus and  operations,  and  of  its  exteniive  uie  in 
the  cure  of  moll  diforders ; with  a long  train  of  ob- 
fervations  and  authorities  from  noted  Phyficians 
and  Philofophers  in  fupport  of  the  importance  of 
my  practice,  in  refpeft  to  each  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  operations,  except  on  the  pump  ; concerning 
which  I fhall  now  fubjoin  the  following  : 


* Scrm,  xii,  chap.  21. 
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* Baccius  fays,  Opera  pretium  'verb  eft  in  tam 
tiobUi  minifttrio , Uc'i  deter  mm  are,  quibus  proprie  con- 
venient Duccia — Communis  quidem  ufus  eft , ut  in  capite 
duo  bus  pot;ftimum  locis  fufcipiatur , in  bregmate , fcihcet 
qua  ( ommiffura  coronalis  dicitur  a vertice  fcilicet  anterior 
capitis  pars , et  item  fnmitur  m occpite , ubi  eft  fpinalis 
medulla  pnncipium , qua  nucha  vulgo  dicitur.  Op- 
tima vero  ratione  ad  hunc  ujum , bregma , hoc  eft  a ver- 
tice in  front em  capitis  pars  proponitur.  Primum  qui- 
dem, quia  hie  locus  communis  eft , aptijjimufque  ad  omnes 
eiufmodi  capitis  effeflus  frigidos  curandus  : five  quidem 
in  capite  ipfo  confiftant,  ut  funt  omnes  catarrhi  foboles , 
qui  funftiones  ipfas  capitis  obladant , qua  vel  ad  fenfum , 
vel  a i mctum  attineant . S/vc  diftillatio  a capite  ad 
Jubjechi f corporis  pertingat  partes , ut  Junt  apoplexia , 
inter  omnes  intentijfima  pajjio , et  poftea  parahfis , et  qua 
pro  nervorum  communicantia,  et  ligament  or  um  ad  omnes 
partes , univtrfum  corpus , aut  articulos , j unblur afque  aut 
certain  aliquam  opprimunt  partem . Quanim  omnium 
affettionum , cum  prima  origo  fit  in  cerebro  ip  ft  fiatim 
jure  dncipia  adhibere  remedia,  et  ipfam  ducciam  oportet . 

It  is  a molt  important  thing  (lays  he)  to 
determine  the  places  to  which  the  pump  is  to  be 
applied  •, — the  more  common  are  from  the  crown 
of  the  head  to  the  forepart  of  it,  and  likewife  on 
the  back  part  of  the  head,  where  the  fpinal  marrow 
begins,  commonly  called  the  nape. — For  a very 
good  real'on  fuch  parts  have  been  fele&ed,  becaufe 
they  are  the  moil  convenient  to  cure  all  disor- 
ders proceeding  from  the  head,  or  fituated  in  the 
head  itielr ; luch  as  are  all  that  iffuefrom  deductions, 
which  injure  the  very  functions  of  the  head  that 


* What  this  author  has  advanced,  is  Supported  by  his  own 
experience,  and  by  the  authority  of  Piafcorides,  Pliny , Arcbi- 
gmis,  Hippocrates , Galen,  Avicen,  Mtius,  See. 
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belong  to  fcnfe,  or  motion  ; or  others  falling  from 
the  head  to  feme  depending  part  of  the  body  ; as 
apoplexies,  paralyfis,  and  thole  that  through 
the  communication  of  the  nerves  and  ligaments  af- 
fed:  the  articulation  of  the  bones,  the  joints,  the 
whole  bpdy,  or  any  particular  part  of  it;  and  as 
the  origin  of  all  theie  complaints  is  in  the  brain,  fo 
there  without  lofs  of  time  wemuft  apply  the  reme- 
dies, and'  the  pump  is  peculiarly  necejfary” — ALtius 
recommends  the  pump  in  contractions , ftiffnefs , 
and  objlrubiions  \ and  Boerhaave , with  the  help  of 
the  pump,  has  fometimes  cured  the  mofi  chronical 
and  ftubborn  tumours  of  the  knee . The  pump, 
therefore,  the  medicated  water  and  vapourous  baths, 
and  friCtion,  are  of  great  fervice  for  attenuating 
grofs  and  vifeid  humours  ; for  enlarging  the  dia- 
meter, of  the  obftruCted  veflels,  for  mollifying  and 
relaxing  ftifF  and  contracted  finevvs  and  ligaments, 
reftoring  a regular  circulation  to  the  fluids,  and  its 
natural  motion  to  the  1 o lids.  But  to  prepare  for 

and  adminifter  to  the  human  body  the  above- 
mentioned  operations,  it  requires  not  only  a know- 
ledge of  the  patient’s  conftitution,  of  his  difeafe,  of 
the  anatomy  both  of  body  and  mind,  together  with 
other  acquifltions  neceffary  to  qualify  a phyfician; 
but  alfo  a long  experience  and  a conftant  and  dili- 
gent obfervation  on  the  different  effeCts  produced 
by  the  outward  application  of  different  ingre- 
dients. A great  many  medical  fubftances  of  ani- 
mals, vegetables,  and  minerals,  have  contrary  ef- 
fects outwardly  applied,  to  what  they  have  in- 
wardly given; — many  were  know  to  the  ancient  or 
mordern  phyfleians  and  philofophers  to  aCt  fo  dif- 
ferently ; but  there  is  a very  long  tribe  of  them 
in  the  materia  medic  a that  produce  in  our  con- 
ftitution, outwardly  applied , effects  diametrically 

oppofite 
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oppo/ite  to  the  received  opinion ; ejfefts  only  known* 
fo  far  as  I conceive,  to  my  Father  and  My f elf* 
This  knowledge,  acquired  only  by  experience 
and  clofe  attention  to  this  unufual  mode  of  prac- 
tice, enfures  to  me  that  fuccefs  in  my  underkaking, 
which  cannot  be  expe&ed  by  others,  who  are  ig- 
norant of  this  peculiar  method. 

In  preferibing  or  ordering  the  pumps,  regard  too 
mull  be  had  to  the  part  on  which  it  is  to  be  given, 
to  the  force  with  which  the  water  falls  upon  it;  to 
the  degree  of  heat,  and  to  its  medical  quality;  and 
a fimilar  attention  muft  be  alfo  paid,  in  the  ufe  of 
the  other  operations.  I fhall  endeavour  to  corro- 
boiate  this  afiertion  with  fubftantial  authorities,  in 
order  to  inform  feveral  medical  gentlemen,  who, 
whether  through  diflike,  or  through  ignorance, 
mifapprehend  or  conceal  the  efficacy  of  this  and  of 
the  aforefaid  operations;  or  reprefent  them  to  their 
patients  as  the  inventions  of  quacks  and  impof- 
tors.  I know  many  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  have 
been  recommended  to  thefe  medicated  baths,  &c. 
by  fome  ot  their  acquaintances,  and  who  have  hap- 
pily experience  their  ufefujnefs  in  the  cure  of 
fimilar  complaints.  There  had  been  a great  many 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  that  encouraged  them 
to  per fue  this  plan  ; while  fome,  I cannot  tell 
upon  what  principle,  when  they  were  confulted  on 
theoccafion,  depreciated  their  effects,  and  where  even* 
enraged  at  hearing  fuggefted  to  their  wisdom 
any  remedies  for  fecucing  health.  This  is  a practice 
generally  ufed  by  fuch  oracles , to  annihilate  every  dis- 
covery that  is  not  ufeful  to  themfelves , however 
beneficial  it  may  be  to  the  community . They  have 
been  often  cenfured  for  fuch  Icandalous  deal- 
ing in  many  publications,  but  to  no  purpofe:  I 

remember  to  have  read  the  folowing  paragraph 

in 
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in  an  ingenious  book  called  The  Duty  and  Offices 
of  a Phyfician  : “ There  are  feme  of  our  fa* 
tulty , who  from  a tret  ended  regard  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  profefiion,  but  in  reality  from  the 
meaneft  and  moft  JelfiJh  views , refufe  to  apply  any 
remedy  propofed  in  this  manner,  without  regard 
to  its  propriety ; but  this  (lays  the  author)  is  an 
infolent  piece  of  tyranny . Every  man  has  a title  to 
fpealc,  where  his  life  and  his  health  is  concerned,  and 
every  man  is  entitled  to  fuggeft,  what  he  thinks  may 
fave  the  life  of  his  friend/’  Now  to  come  to  my 
purpole  refpecting  the  pump.  Galen  fays,  that  ex 
antiqiiorm  medicorum  infiitutis  in  capitis  affedioni- 
bns  died * funt  adminifirand d ; nemp'e  qu<e  capitali 
bus  conftare  debeant  her  bis  ac  floribus  aliifque  rebus 
tenuis  ad  penetrationem , quam  ob  rem  et  nitrum  ad- 
mifeebant , fd,  vinum , et  etiam  nonnulli  acetum , “ Ac- 
cording to  the  inftitutions  of  the  antient  phyficians 
in  the  difeafes  of  the  head.  Pumps  are  to  be  ad- 
mi  niftered ; however,  they  muff  be  prepared  with 
the  beft  kind  of  herbs  and  flowers , and  of  fubtile 
and  penetrating  ingredients : For  which  ufe  they 

mixed  nitre , fait , wine , and  in  many  inftances  vine - 
gar.”  This,  and  many  other  given  inllances,  proves 
the  importance  of  impregnating  waters  and  vapours 
with  the  virtue  of  vegetables,  &c.  The  Right  Rev. 
Dr.  Berkeley , an  eminent  philofopher,  fays,  “ it 
may  be  laid  indeed  of  common  water  that  it  attenu- 
ates ; alfo  of  mercurial  preparations  7 that  they  attenu- 
ate ; but  it  fhould  be  confidered  that  mere  water  only 
diflends  the  vejfels , and  therefore  weakens  their  tone  ; 
and  that  mercury , by  its  great  momentum , may 
juftly  be  fufpedted  of  hurting  the  fine  capillaries ; 
which  two  deobftruents  therefore  might  eafily  over - 
adt  their  parts , and  by  leffening  the  force  of  the  vejfels , 
remotely  produce  thofe  concretions  which  they  are  intended 
to  removed  tilts 
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JEtius  * is  very  juftly  of  opinion  that  pumps  and  baths 
of  warm  mineral  water  are  very  dangerous  to  dry  and  'ple- 
thoric conjlitutions.  Ubi  habet  calidarum  fponte  mananti- 
um  aquarum  ufum , noxium  ejfe  capitibus  natura  calidis : — 
Et  fulpbure*  (inquit  Galtnus)  aqua  et  bituminofa  verb 
quoniam  angujlos  claudunt  poros  ac  comprimunt , to- 
mem  excitant  defluxionem  : — where  natural  warm  mine- 
ral waters,  are  uled  for  hot  conftitutions,  it  is  very 
pernicious  ; and  thofe  {Galen  fays)  impregnated  with 
brimftone,  and  bitumen , becaufe  they  warm,  are  great 
enemies  to  hot  conftitutions  : thofe  impregnated  with 
a Hum,  as  they  prefs  and  clofe  up  the  little  pores,  caufe 
fharp  defluxions. — 

Charlenton  on  the  Bath  water,  fays,  “ that  the  in- 
conveniences of  pumping  there  proceed  from  the 
weight  and  preflfure  of  the  water,  which  together 
•with  its  heat , excites  a vibratory  and  impulfive  mo- 
tion in  the  obftrudled  veffels,  which  pulhes  forward 
their  ftagnant  contents : if  they  are  liquid  enough 
to  pafs  the  bounds  of  their  confinement,  fucceis 
will  attend  the  application  ; but  where  they  are 
too  vifcid,  where  they  are  endued  with  an  acrimo- 
nious diipofition,  where  the  conftitution  of  the  pa- 
tient is  hot  and  feverifh,  or  at  leaft  in  that  ftate  at 
the  time  of  tiling  the  pump,  an  inflammation  of  the 
part  muft  be  the  confequence  •,  which,  if  great  care 
be  not  taken,  is  followed  by  a generation  of  mat' 
ter,  wbefe  favourable  termination  calls  for  the  cauf- 
tic,  or  incifion  knife  f neverthelefs  it  muft  be  added, 
that  patients  have  been  Jent  to  the  Bath  water  by 
fome  of  our  wife  Phyjicians , to  bathe  and  to  be 
pumped  upon  the  head  for  the  palfy , for  other 
analagous  complaints , and  fome  for  the  head-ache , 
who  have  left  their  lives  under  the  operation. — 


* Lib.  3 cap,  1 68. 
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Quis  cafum  mentis  adf crib  ere  talibus  audea  t 
[Who  can  afcribe  fuch  wonders  to  chance  ? 

¥i 

Claudiancus* 

The  ufe  therefore  of  natural  warm  mineral  water 
has  been,  and  will  prove  pernicious  in  many  diiorders. 
— The  inconvenience  cf  adapting  the  difeafe  to  the  un- 
certain virtues  of  the  waters  in  fie  ad  of  appropriating  (as 
I do)  the  remedy  to  the  difeafe , hath  rendered  the  appli- 
cation of  them  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  dangerous . It  will 
be  eafily  conceived  that  the  various  poifonous  and  healing 
qualities  of  natural  mineral  waters  depend  on  the  dif- 
ferent lubterraneous  metallic,  bituminous,  or  other 
fubftances,  through  which  the  waters  pafs.  Many 
a fpring  hath  altered  4ts  virtue  leveral  times  ; the 
repeated  analyfrs  of  them  has  evinced  the  fadt.  Chy- 
mifts  have  attributed  the  different  qualities  found 
in  the  fame  fpring  of  water  at  different  times,  to  a 
want  of  accuracy  in  the  former  analyfations,  when 
in  reality  it  was  owing  to  a deficiency  of  thofe 
bodies , ( which  were  then  worn  away  by  the 
continual  flowing  of  the  water  through  them) 
or  to  a mixture  or  fubfiitution  of  others  of  diffe- 
rent nature*,  hence  an  ingenious  author  obferves, 
« Hand  neceffum  eft  ut  ab  ignibus  fubterranies  calidi 
fontes  enafeuntur , fed  arte  noje  tanium  fufficit  uti , quia 
pacucijfimi  , vel  pc  tins  nomine  datum  eft  fub ft  anti  alii  er , 
et  realiter  intelligere  quod  inferior e condidit  natura  an - 
gUlo — It  is  not  ntceffary  for  us  to  ufe  natural 
warm  mineral  waters,  but  only  artificial ; becaufe  it 
is  in  the  power  of  very  few,  or  rather  of  none,  to 
underhand  truly  what  nature  has  concealed  under 
ground  ” But  as  the  fubjedt  at  prefent  in  view  is 
to  publiffi  the  importance  of  my  operations,  con. 
earning  which  I have  fufflciently  expatiated  I fhali 
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fay  nothing  more  on  the  uncertain  and  variable  quail - 
ties  of  mineral  waters',  fubjoining  only  an  obfer- 
vation  on  my  machine , for  pumping  on  any  particu- 
lar part  of  the  body,  above  or  under  water,  which  is 
fo  conveniently  conftruCted,  that  the  quantity  of  the 
falling  water  is  at  pleafure  increafed  or  diminifhed, 
with,  or  without  learning,  or  increafing  its  force-,  in 
lhort,  it  may  be  brought  from  the  fmalleft  drop,  or 
It  ream,  to  a full  quantity  and  ftrvngth  of  a fire  engine; 
and  fo  viceverfa , without  any  additional  indrument  or 
trouble. — The  waters  are  likewife  impregnated  with 
medical  fubftances,  and  heated  to  a degree  fuitable  to 
the  patient’s  conftitution,  his  dilorder,  and  part  affec- 
ted ; and  great  care  and  precaution  is  taken  in  this,  as 
well  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  other  operations,  in 
order  to  avoid  every  inconveniency,  and  to  render  the 
application  of  them  effectual,  in  the  cure  of  thole 
complaints  which  they  are  intended  to  remove. 

The  reader  mull  take  notice  that  I never  poli- 
ticly promife  to  cure  any  body,  but  only  under- 
take Inch  Patients  in  whom  I think  there  is  a ra- 
tional probability  of  fuccefs;  Phyficians  t htit  have 
their  honour  at  heart,  ought  fo  to  do,  becaule  the 
art  of  Phyfic  is  conjectural,  and  very  often  do  nor 
correfpond,  either  to  conjecture  or  experience;  and 
now  and  then  it  happens  that  when  the  Phyfi- 
cian  is  certain  of  a cure,  it  is  juft  the  time  he  is 
deluded;  as  Cel/us  obferves,  eft  enim>  b*ec  ars  con - 
jetiluralis  neque  refpondet  ei  plenum  que  non  fo  him  conjec- 
tures fed  etiam  experientia — fpes  inter  dum  iruftratur , et 

moritur  aliquis  de  quo  Medicus  fccurus  primo  full, 

Thefc  are  general  misfortunes  which  every  one  of 
the  faculjry  meets  with  in  the  courfe  of  their  -prac- 
tice, but  more  fo  thole  who  have  only  a general 
knowledge  of  difeales,  without  b$ing  well  ac- 
quainted with  its  caufes,  and  the  particular  tempera- 

D mens 
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-men  t of  the  patient.  There  is  too,  a natural  deficien- 
cy in  fomc  Phyficians  abilities,  which  render  them 
unluccefsful  in  the  cure  of  dileafes, — for  (as  moft 
learned  men  agree)  the  theory  ot  Phyfic  belongs 
part  to  the  memory  and  part  to  the  underftand- 
uig,  but  the  practice  to  the  imagination ; there- 
fore this  laft  is  the  faculty  molt  wanted  to  form  a di- 
agnostic of  the  difeafes,  in  order  to  perform  a cure. 
Gnlen  * fays,  £<  that  the  true  name  of  a Phyfician  is  to 
be  the  inventor  of  the  occafion;  but  to  learn  to  know 
time,  place  and  occafion,  arc  works  of  the  imagina- 
tion, becaufethat  carries  with  it  figure  and  corefpon- 
dence  ; fom  crimes  we  obferve  that  found  perfons,  who 
are  deeply  plunged  into  Some  fpeculation,  fee  nothing 
before  them,  nor  hear,  though  they  are  called,  nor 
tafte  meat  favory  or  unfaVory,  though  in  their 
mouths,  wherefore  it  is  certain  that  the  imagination 
form  the  judgment  and  notice  of  particulars,  and 
not  the  understanding  or  outward  fenfes;  then  it 
follows  that  the  Phyfician  who  is  expert  in  theory 
will  be  an  ill  pradtioner,  inafmuch  as  his  imagina- 
tion will  be  lame,  and  fo  vice  verfa . Hence  Iiuartes 
obferves,  “ that  tins  is  the  very  reafon  why  none  are 
fo  confummate  in  Phyfic  as  not  to  fail  in  their  per- 
formances ; it  is  needful  to  know  the  whole  art, 

• and  to  have  a good  imagination  to  reduce  the  fame 
to  practice;  but  (fays  he)  thefe  two  things  are  in- 
compatible. Phyficians  cannot  cure  every  difeafe 
otherwife,  as  Areteus  fays,  u they  would  be 

more  than  Gods  ; — Mgr o it  omnes  fanari  non  pcjfunt : 
Medicus  enim  Deorurn  potentiam  anteirct ; when  we 
do  our  btft  endeavour  to  cure  our  Patients,  we 
have  fully  done  our  duty.  I hope  the  reader 


* Epid.  p.  5,  com.  i. 
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will  excufe  this  deviation  from  the  main  point? 
as  it  tends  to  fhew  the  imprudence  of  tbofe  that  ars 
too  raflo,  and  abfolute  in  their  prcgnoftication. 

What  I have  laid  in  thefc  two  antecedent  pages 
fhould  not  difcourage  any  body  to  procure  a re- 
medy for  their  refpedtive  maladies,  wherever  they 
can  meet  with  one.  I am  of  opinion,  that  my  ap* 
paratus  of  Medicated  waters , rjapourous  and  dry  baths , 
pumps,  moift  and  dry  fumigations , f riff  ions,  &c.  will 
not  be  deemed  an  object  unworthy  of  their  atten- 
tion for  the  purpofe,  becaufe  whoever  ftri&ly  confi- 
der  the  caufes  of  health  and  ficknefs  the  more  reafon 
they  will  tind  to  be  fatisfied  with , and  to  acquiefce  in% 
theiyftem  here  laid  down-,  by  this  many  obftinateand 
defperate  complaints  have  been  cured,  and  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  charging  the  fluids  (by  external  applications) 
with  inch  particles  as  are  lit  to  prevent  dileafes, 
and  repair  diiordered  conflitutions,  plainly  pjoved. 

Any  feaion  of  the  year,  whenever  we  become 
flick,  is  proper  for  the  ufle  of  my  operations,  as 
they  are  heated  and  medicated  according  to  the 
Patient’s  conftitution,  dileale,  and  ft  ate  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  which  I hope  will  be  found  as  flalutary, 
as  they  are  rational,  if  adopted  before  the  ftamina 
•vi't<e  are  deftroyed-  theiefore  Patients  ought  to  re- 
pair in  time  to  reap  the  benefit  of  a remedy  equally 
pleafant  and  efficacious. 

Principiis  obfia , ferb  medicina  paratur 
Cum  mala  per  longas  invaluere  moras . 

Wifely  at  Bill  oppofe  the  growing  ill, 

Which  long  negleffed  baffles  all  our  Ikill. 

D 2 
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I have  thus  colledted  together,  a great  number  of 
opinions  of  different  authors,  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dern, in  iupport  of  my  practice,  with  no  other  view 
than  that  of  preventing  the  artful  infinuations  of 
iome  defigning  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  taking 
effeft  on  the  minds  of  thole  perfons,  who  are  eafiiy 
impofed  on  by  their  theory , which  often  contra di his  their 
practice. — It  is  not  a new  thing  to  hear  feveral  phy- 
ffeians,  when  they  are  coniulted  by  the  afffidted,  on 
the  efficacy  of  my  operations,  to  tell  them,  they  are 
not  good , but  hurtful  to  their  complaints , and  even  if 
they  could  be  of  per  vice  in  one  fenfe , they  would  be  in- 
jurious in  another,  becaufe  they  weaken  the  conftitution 
very  much  ( although  the  reverie  is  the  conie- 
quence) ; but  if  undeniable  facts  of  their  falurary  and 
heaith-reftoring  efficacy  are  laid  before  them,  they 
lay,  that  my  Water  and  Vapour  Baths , Fumigations , 
Pumps , & c.  may  be  of  fame  fervice  to  them  •,  out  as 
to  their  being  impregnated  with  medicinal  fubflances , it 
is  of  no  importance  to  forward  a cure- ; and  that  mere 
fvmple  water  will  have  the  fame  ejfeht*. — If  Inch  are 
the  means  they  take  to  depreciate  the  merits  of 
my  medicinal  baths ! if  thefe  are  their  arguments,  by 
which  the  affliCfed  are  deprived  of  the  ialucary  ef- 
fects of  my  operations ! after  they  themfelves  recom- 
mend their  patients  to  medicate  waters  and  vapours 
of  various  lubftances,  as  their  hft  anchor  of  hope , for 
the  cure  of  different  difeaies!  after  their  lending 
them  to  bathe  at  Bath,  Harrowgate,  and  other  waters , 
at  home  and  abroad \ what  mult  the  public  think  of 
Inch  duplicity  ? for  what  realon  do  they  lend  their 
patients  wandering  from  place  to  place,  at  a great 

j;» "■  11  1 " 

* Vide  chap,  ii,  "page  14,  and  15. 
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expence  and  fatigue,  to  bathe  in  medicinal  waters, 
for  the  recovery  of  health,  when  they  can  have 
fimple  water  at  home,  which,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine they  promulgate,  is  equally  efficacious  to  the 
moft  falutary  natural  medicinal  fprings  }'et  dffcover- 
ed  ? The  publications  of  thele  Gentlemen  on  this 
fubjedt,  and  their  converfation  to  thofe  who  confult 
them,  differ  greatly  one  from  the  other ; and  with- 
out any  lcruple  of  conlcience,  we  may  declare  they 
have  more  faces  than  Janus.  This  fpecie  of  medical 
tribe  ought  to  be  diitinguifhed  from  thofe  Gentle- 
men of  the  Faculty,  who  arc  more  ingenuous  and 
friendly  to  mankind. 

In  the  foregoing  I have  promifcuoufly  touched  on 
the  falutary  effedts  of  my  operations  in  various  com- 
plaints; but  the  three  following  Chapters,  will  be 
on  particular  difeafes,  viz.  the  Scurvy,  Dropfy,  and 
Venereal,  tor  which  diforders,  from  the  numberlefs 
delperate  cafes  cured  by  means  of  my  Baths,  when 
all  other  methods  had  been  tried  in  vain,  leem  to 
prom  ie  more  luccefs  than  any  remedy  yet  dilccvered. 


C H A P.  IV. 


HE  fcurvy  being  reckoned  an  nniverfal  malady 


in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  northern 
countries,  it  is  neceffary  we  diould  take  notice 
of  its  canfes,  fymptoms,  and  method  of  cure. 

This  difeafe  is  either  hereditary,  or  acquired 
from  the  moidnefs  or  coldnefs  of  the  climate,  from 
the  faltnefs  of  the  atmofphere,  and  grodnefs  of 
the  food,  from  the  want  of  a fufficient  degree  of 
cold  to  brace  and  of  heat  to  difl'olve,  or  what- 
ever it  proceeds  from  all  thefe,  and  other  fimilar 
caufes,  commonly  manifeds  itfelf  by  fomc  of  the 
follow i n g fy  m p tom s : 

i.  A preternatural  lazinefs,  a fpontaneous  laffi- 
tude,  with  pains  in  all  the  mufcles,  eTpecially  in 
thofe  of  the  legs  and  loins,  and  a difficulty  of 
walking;  when  the  patient  awakes  in  the  morning, 
his  joints  and  mufcles  leem  to  be  tired  and 
bruifed. 

2 ♦ The  refpiration  is  difficult  upon  the  fmallefl 
motion ; there  is  an  appearing  and  difappearing 
humour  of  the  legs,  on  which  appear  brown, 
yellow,  and  violet  coloured  fpots  *,  the  gums  fwell 
and  grow  painful,  hot  and  itchy,  and  bleed  upon 
the  lead  preifure  ; the  teeth  become  loofe,  and  the 
patient  feels  pains  in  all  the  external  and  internal 
parts  of  his  body. 

3.  The  gums  grow  putrid  ; when  inflamed,  dif- 
charge  blood,  and  are  at  lad  feized  with  a gan- 
grene; the  loofe  teeth  by  degrees  grow  yellow, 
black  and  rotten  ; the  annuli  adjacent  to  the  vend 
rariina  becomes  varicous;  there  are  often  fatal  ha> 
morrhages,  which  break  out  from  the  external 
fkin,  without  any  appearance  of  a wound,  as  alfo 
from  the  lips,  gums,  mouth,  nofe,  lungs,  do- 
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mach,  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  inteftines,  womb, 
kidnies,  £cc.  There  are  found  every  where,  but 
efpecially  in  the  legs,  wandering  ulcers,  fo  obfti- 
nate  as  to  yield  to  no  application,  which  are  apt  to 
turn  into  a gangrene.  The  patient  is  alfo  afflidted 
with  an  itch,  feurf  of  the  ikin,  a dry  and  mi'd 
leprofy,  the  fibrous  part  of  the  blood  taken  from 
the  veins,  is  black,  grumous  and  thick,  though 
not  compact ; its  ferum  is  f aline,  acid,  Jharp , and 
corrofivc ; there  are  corroding  and  lancinating  pains 
fhifting  from  place  to  place,  which  foon  terminate 
and  increafe,  but  are  more  violent  at  night. 

4.  There  are  fevers  of  various  kinds,  which 
bring  on  an  athrophy;  the  patient  is  fubjedt  to 
vomiting,  diarrhoeas,  difienteries,  fevere  ftrangua- 
rics,  deliriums,  anxieties,  which  frequently  prove 
mortal  ; to  a dropfy,  confumptipn,  melancholy 
convulfions,.  palfy,  contradtions,  black  fpots,  vo- 
miting and  purging  of  blood,  a putrefaction  and 
confumption  of  the  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  me- 
fentery,  than  the  contagion  fpreads  very  quick 
and  a painful  death  puts  an  end  to  the  patient’s 
life. — Such  is  the  catalogue  of  the  progreffivc 
fymptoms  that  proceeds  from  the  feurvy,  laid  down 
by  phyfical  authors. 

• Amongft  the  principal  caufes  of  this  difeafe, 
we  may  renumerate  a cold  moil1:,  and  a warm 
moift  climate,  a ialine  moift  air,  too  long  ufe 
of  fait  provifions,  and  the  inftability  of  the 
weather.  Bccaufe,  if  we  obierve  the  inhabi- 
tants of  other  climates,  contrary  to  the  above- 
mentioned,  arc  very  little,  or  not  at  all  infected  by 
this  diforder,  becau'e  there  is  heat  enough  to 
exalt  and  dilperfe  the  grofs,  and  offenfive  va- 
pours, and,  at  proper  feafons,  cold  enough  ro  con- 
den  fe  and  precipitate  them;  but  here  they  arc 
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floating  in  the  air,  which  we  conftantly  breath  and 
imbibe  through  the  whole  furface  of  our  body  j 
then  the  elaflicity  of  the  fibres  is  loft,  obftruCtions 
folio  w,  and  other  fymptoms  of  the  icurvy.  Moift 
air  makes  vifeid  blood,  and  faline  air  inflames  this 
Vffcid  blood,  from  which  proceed  broken  capil- 
laries, extravafated  blood,  lpots  of  different  co- 
lours, ulcers  and  many  other  fcorbutic  effeCts. 
All  the  humours  of  the  human  body  are  apparently 
faline,  though  none  of  them  are  l'alt  itfelf.  i he  too 
long  life  of  l'alt  provifions  increafes  too  much  this 
active  inftrument  of  nature,  and  difpofes  the  body 
to  putrefaction.  We  know  that  fait  acts  only 
when  it  is  diffolved,  and  then  becomes  itfelf  a 
very  great  diffolvent.  Chvmifts  commonly  agree, 
that  no  fpirit,  or  fait,  whether  acid  or  alkali,  affects 
gold,  unlefs  it  has  a mixture  of  common  or  fca 
fait,  which  makes  many  compofitions  fo  powerful 
and  aCtive,  fo  corrofive  and  deftruCtive  to  animal 
bodies.  The  falts  and  oils  (fays  Boerhaave*)  taken 
into  the  blood,  and  mixed  with  the  juices,  are  kept 
in  the  body  lo  long  as  they  remain  benign  and 
friendly  to  it,  but  if  they  begin  to  putrify,  are  either 
immediately  thrown  off.  as  appears  by  the  fharpnefs 
and  foetid  lcent  of  the  urine,  fweat,  faeces,  c £>c.  or  if 
detained,  excite  grievous  diftempers,  that  muft  of 
neceffuy  loon  end  in  the  death  of  the  animal. 

Sir  John  Pringle §,  finds  fea-falt  to  be  an  haftener 
of  putrefaCtions,  where  he  fays,  “ It  being  lo  long 
an  eftablifbed  opinion,  that  fait  refills  putfetaClions 
with  a power  proportioned  to  its  quantity,  1 did 
not  therefore  rely  on  my  ftrft  tiral,  but  often  re- 
peated that  experiment  which  contradicted  this 


* In  his  Chymicai  Hiftory  of  putrefactions. 

§ In  his  twenty-fifth  Experiment  upon  Septic's , &c. 
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maxim,  and  I dill  found  that  two  drachms  of  frelh 
beet,  with  live,  ten,  or  fifteen  grains  of  fea  fait,  and 
two  ounces  of  water,  puirified  fooner  then  the  Jame 
quantity  of  flejh  infilled  with  water  only” — Therefore 
I think,  that  an  unnecefiary  quantity  of  fea  fait  in 
our  conilitution  may  be  deemed  a principal  caufe  of 
the  Icurvy. 

Here  avails  very  little  the  afifertion  of  thofe,  who 
tell  us, — that  the  fait  which  is  in  the  ocean,  pre- 
vents its  growing  foetid,  and  putrifying — That  fea 
water  was  defigned  to  be  a kind  of  common  defence 
againft  corruption  and  put  refaction  of  bodies — That 
in  thole  regions  where  the  heat  of  the  fun  is  greateft, 
and  confequently  more  apt  to  corrupt  the  fluids,  the 
fea  is  laltelt. 

In  my  humble  opinion  thefe  arc  very  weak  argu- 
ments, eafy  to  be  confuted  by  the  following  ob- 
lervations:  ift.  ie  It  is  will  known  that  in  this  world 
there  are  a great  many  rivers,  and  lakes,  whole 
waters  have  not  any  ienfible  degree  of  faltnefs  in 
them  diftinguifhable  by  the  tafte,  and  yet  are  pre~ 
ferved  from  corruption  and  putrefaction.  But  wa- 
ter, ex  poled  to  the  air  by  long  Handing  Hill, 

will  corrupt  and  putrify,  which  corruption  and 
putrefaction  are  the  confequences  of  ftagnation. 
The  lame  happens  when  the  blood  or  other 
juices  ftagnate  in  any  part  of  the  body,  and 
are  no  longer  agitated  by  the  force  of  circulation, 
they  will  coagulate,  then  loon  begin  to  refolve,  and 
at  length  to  putrify  ; in  this  chymical  operation  of 
nature,  the  animal  lalt  becomes  volatile,  alkaline, 
filar p and  corrofive,  and  the  patient’s  life  is  endangered 
by  a gangrene,  mortification,  apoplexy,  ($c. — 
3d.  That  lea  fait  is  not  a defence  againft  corrup- 
tion and  putrefaction,  the  learned  Sir  John  Pringle 
has  proved  to  a demonftration,  in  his  experiments 

already 
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already  delcribed. It  is  alfo  to  our  prefent 

purpoie  to  obferve,  that  a folution  of  fea-falt  in 
water,  though  it  caufes  no  change  of  colour  in  the 
ierum  of  the  blood  when  mixed  with  it,  yet  dii- 
jdlves  its  texture. “p  The  iea  is  certainly  falceft  where 
there  is  moil  heat,  but  not  where  there  is  molt  cor- 
ruption, becaufe  the  heat  of  the  fun  elevates  more 
watery  then  laline  particles  in  the  air. 

As  we  are  treating  of  the  bad  effe&s  that  fea-falt 
and  lea-water  produce  in  our  conftitutions,  when 
improperly  applied  ^ I hope  the  infertion  of  the 
following  cales,  taken  from  Dr.  Ruffe  IPs  Epillolary 
Diffcrtation  to  Dr.  F rewin,  will  not  be  deemed  an 
improper  help  to  prove  our  argument. 

I.  A gentlemen,  aged  thirty- fix,  was  fent  me  as  a 
patient  from  an  eminent  phyfician  in  London.  He 
had  a large  humid  fpreading  herpes* *  upon  the  arm, 
as  alio  fcorbutic  eruptions  in  fpots  all  over  the  body. 
"When  he  got  down  to  the  lea,  he  entered  upon  fea- 
bathing  immediately  and  drank  the  lea  water,  bur, 
upon  going  in  to  the  lea,  the  eruptions  were  not 
only  much  railed,  but  became  more  general,  and  the 
itching  intolerable  •,  his  cloaths  flicking  to  the  parts 
aimoft  every  where. 

II.  A woman  upon  the  ceafing  of  the  menfes , had 
a return  of  a humid  lepra,  which  had  left  her  from 
the  time  of  puberty,  or  at  the  firft  breaking  down 
of  the  menfes  till  then.  This  was  one  of  the  moft 
general  cafes  I ever  faw  of  the  kind,  and  had  been 
tncreafing  by  imprudent , and  untimely  Jea- bathing  •,  the 
fait-water  having  irritated  the  fore  parts  : the  itching 


f Vide  Boerhaave’s  115th  Procefs  upon  Animals. 

* A cutaneous  inflammation  like  millet  feed  upon  the  fk in  ; 
the  humour  in  this  inflammation  fometimes  is  fo  corrofiye  as 
to  form  little  ulcers. 
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in  this  cafe  was  fo  intolerable,  that  it  had  almoft 
worn  out  the  patient  for  want  of  reft -,  and  fhe  was 
hardly  able  to  wear  any  cloaths. 

III.  A man  aged  twenty,  came  to  me  with  fuch 
an  ouzing  from  the  cutaneous  glands,  that  it  wet 
through  his  breeches  as  he  fat  upon  his  chair.  The 
fluxion  was  fo  great,  that  I conceived  hopes  of  reftrain- 
ing  it  only  by  making  revolutions  with  turpeth  mine- 
ral vomits,  and  by  giving  calomel,  with  his  fiea-water* : 
but  this  rough  method  would  not  do  by  any  means; 
it  irritated  fo  much,  that  he  grew  infinitely  worle.  The 
eruptions  became  now  almolt  general  ; he  could  hard- 
ly bear  any  cloaths  on  ; his  hands  and  feet  grew  in- 
crtifled,  as  diei  his  ears,  and  he  was  one  of  the  molt 
afflidfed  patients  I everfaw'f*. 

Either  vegetables  or  animals  will  not  putrify  in 
vacuo,  but  air  is  neceflary  for  the  performance  of 
this  operation  ; air  has  always  a kind  of  fea  fait  in  it , 
therefore  I am  apt  to  think  that  fea  fait  is  an  ingre- 
dient qualified  to  help  putrefahlion.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal forts  of  this  effluvia  in  the  atmoiphere,  (fays 
Beyle I take  to  be  f aline , which  float  varioufly 
among  the  reft  in  that  vaft  ocean  ; for  they  feem 


* None  of  my  patients  ever  experienced  fuch  kind  of  treat- 
ment from  my  hands,  being  fufficiently  acquainted  with 
chymiltry  to  know  the  pernicious  confequences  that  often 
attend  thofe  perfons,  who  have  the  misfortune  to  take  falt- 
water  with  mercurials.  The  fait  adds  a corrolive  quality 
to  the  mercury  and  alters  its  very  nature,  which  lenders  it 
corrofive  and  deftructive  to  the  human  body. 

t The  author  of  thefe  three  fcorbutic  cafes,  in  order  to 
appeafe  the  difeafe  and  relieve  his  patient,  was  obliged  to  have 
recou i fe  to  artificial  tepid  emollient  baths,  and  to  fome  mild 
internal  medicines  ; divers  forms  of  fuch  baths  (fays  he)  might 
be  contrived  by  phyficians  with  great  advantage,  as  particular 
cafes  require. 

§ In  his  Hiftory  of  Air, 


not 
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not  to  be  equally  mixed  therein,  but  are  to  be 
found  of  different  kinds,  in  different  quantities 
and  places,  at  different  feafons.  Nor  is  this  the 
only  means  whereby  the  air  may  be  impregnated 
with  faline  particles*  for  the  action  of  the  lun 
upon  the  fuperftcial  part  of  the  earth  and  fea,  will 
alone  fupply  that  fluid  with  fwarms  of  them  — 
Among  the  various  forts  of  particles  wherewith 
the  atmofphere  is  replete,  lome,  fays  lie,  may  be 
fo  fmall  and  lo  conveniently  fliaped  as  to  enter  the 
numerous  orifices  of  the  minute  glandules  of  the 
Jkin,  or  at  other  pores  thereof  \ — he  further  ob- 
lervcs,  that  it  does  not  appear  that  inland  countries 
abound  with  corrofivt  fait , fince  the  bars  and  cafe- 
ments  of  windows  will  not  thereby  be  greatly  im- 
paired by  ruff  after  they  have  endured  the  weather 
for  twenty  years,  from  whence  he  conjectures,  that 
the  hind  cf  fait  whereby  this  diffolution  is  affedted, 
proceeds  from  fea  vapours.  Water  ftagnated,  not 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  depnevtd  of  its  fait  by 
diffillation,  will  not  putrily  if  it  is  kept  ever  lo 
long,  but  remain  pure  and  very  good.  Boerhaave , 
in  his  theory  of  chymiftry,  has  the  following  paf- 
fage,  “ A Roman  chymift  limiting  up  a quantity  of 
pure  water  in  a vefiel  fealed  hermetically,  Schottus , 
who  faw  it  in  Kir  c her’ s Mufeum , after  it  had  been 
kept  upwards  of  fifty  years,  affirms,  that  it  (till  re- 
mained clear  and  pure,  and  ffood  to  the  fame 
height  in  the  vefiel  as  at  firff,  and  had  not  the  leaff 
fediment  at  the  bottom.  Thefe  rational  arguments 
and  well  atteffed  facts  plainly  prove,  that  lea  fait, 
fea  water,  fait  provifion,  anj  ialine  eflluvia,  to 
be  amongft  the  principal  caufes  of  the  leurvy  in 
this  country. 

The  inftability  of  the  climate,  and  a cold,  may  alfo 
Ave  birth  to  the  feurvy — becauie,  if  we  obferve  a 
a ' fudden 


( 45  ) 

iudden  change  from  heat  to  cold,  or  going  into  a 
cold  place  when  we  are  in  a fweat,  produces  vio- 
lent conftipation  by  controlling  and  doling  up  the 
mouth  of  the  capillary  veftels,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
exhalation  of  pcrfpirable  matter,  which  when  it  be- 
comes obftruCted  and  flagnated,  will  putrify,  and 
tender  the  juices  of  bodies  alkalefcent,  ichorous, 
and  corrolive,  from  whence  the  worft  fcorbutic 
Symptoms  proceed. 

Mercurial  Jalivation  may  likewife  be  principally 
concerned  in  the  production  of  this  difeafe.  Boer- 
hacive  fays,  “that  the  medicinal  virtues  of  Mercury 
fee  ms  owing  to  its  great  fpecific  gravity,  and  the 
particular  lmallneis  and  configuration  of  its  parts. 
On  this  account  it  is  more  penetrative,  and  diffoives 
the  texture  of  the  blood  and  juices, — and  for  the 
lame  realon  it  is,  that  it  io  luddenly  brings  on 
n degree  of  putrefaction  of  the  humours,  as  we 
find  in  a falivation for  by  thus  breaking  the 
texrure  of  the  fluids,  and  tometimes  of  the  lol ids 
likewile,  it  io  attenuates  and  relolves  them  as  to  make 
them  foetid,  Beaks  ■■  oolerves  “ that  every  decree  of 
putrefaction  is  followed  with  a proportional  decree  of 
rdolution  in  the  fluids,  and  a fuitable  relaxation  and 
decay  of  the  lolids,  tho*  ever  fo  inlenfible;  and  fince 
the  blood  is  thoroughly  melted  down,  and  the  folia  fibres 
over-flrained  and  wafted  by  a falivation,  it  may  without 
doubt,  be  looked  upon  as  a caule  powerfully  difpe/tn r 
the  patient  to  t he  f curvy  ^ for  it  evidently  tends  to 
promote  the  lame  procefs  as  that  of  putrefaction 
l tlcrlf : this  may  probably  be  deemed  a fubjlantial 
reafon,  not  only  why  r he  feurv y io  often  recurs 
after  a falivation , but  alio  why  the  fmalieft  por- 
tions of  mercury  are  fo  extremely  pernicious  in  this 

* *n  his  reflexions  on  the  improper  ufe  of  Mercury. 

difeafe. 
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difeafe.  In  luch  a cafe,  the  mercury  will  not  only 
farther  break  down  the  texture  of  the  blood,  already 
lb  much  deftroyeck  but  will  alfo  exhalt  that  degree  of 
putrefaction  which  before  exifled  in  it  from  the  icor- 
butic  caule.”  Lind  too  has  taken  notice,  that  thole 
who  have  undergone  a falivation,  are  of  all  others 
the  molt  fubjeft  to  the  J curvy. 

Though  the  humours  of  fcorbutic  perfons  are 
commonly  alealefeent , I fhali  notamufc  my  reader 
with  an  acid  for  the  cure  of  this  complaint.  I have 
had  feveral  patients  under  my  care,  and  have  ob- 
ferved  many  more  under  the  care  of  other  phyficians, 
whofe  fluids  manifefted  the  ftrongefl  proof  of  an  al- 
kaline nature;  yet  many  of  them  grew  fenfibly  worfe 
by  the  ufe  of  acid  medicines.  This  general  rule,  cin~ 
traria  contrariis  curantur , has  fome  exception:  be- 

caufe  we  fhould  conlider  how  widely  the  chemical 
operations  of  nature  differ  when  performed  on  liv- 
ing animals,  to  what  they  do  on  dead  bodies:  be- 
fides  medicines  only  aft  on  the  animals  according 
to  the  different  quality  arid  difpofition  of  the  fluids 
they  are  made  with  in  the  body.  Hence  Galen , 
wifely  laid*,  five  purgans  dederis,  five  vomitoriumy 
&c.  prima  exhibitio  in  tua  potefiate  eft,  reliqua  fibi 
fortuna  vindicate  Whether  you  give  a purge,  a 
vomit,  or  any  other  phyfic,  the  adminiflration  of  it 
is  in  your  own  power,  but  the  confequence  mull  be 
left  to  fortune. 

Pitcarin,  in  his  differtation  concerning  the  effefts  of 
acids  and  alkalies , obferves,  that  moil  of  the  writers  of 
the  lafl  age,  who  were  then  cfleemed,  have  affirmed, 
that  mod  diflempers  did  arile  Irom  an  acid  body  flow- 
ing in  our  blood.  Some  others  of  late,  have  affirmed, 
that  all  diftempers  are  occafioned  by  too  great  an 


* Page  401. 
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influx  of  an  alkaline  body,  or  too  great  plenty  of 
humour.  Ignorance  (lays  he)  and  lazinefs,  befide 
an  eager  delire  of  gain  and  fame,  produced  thefe 
lefts;  for  it  was  eafy  to  inculcate  the  common  no- 
tions of  acids  and  alkalies , and  with  thefe  two  hard 
and  founding  words,  to  gain  the  applaule  of  the 
people  : he  further  obferves,  that  the  vegetables 
which  we  eat,  how  full  foever  of  acid  they  are, 
yet  they  are  loon  changed  into  alkalies  by  the 
aftion  of  the  ftomach,  lungs,  and  heart,  which 
caufe  the  circulation  of  our  fluids;  therefore  acids 
are  fo  far  from  caufing  or  curing  diftempers,  and 
of  deftroying  the  alkalic  Jctlt  of  the  blood,  that 
acids  received  into  the  blood,  do  rather  beget  an  al- 
kaline humour  ” Volatile,  alkaline  fait  of  urine, 
blood,  bones,  air,  See.  will  imbibe  almoft  twice  its 
own  quantity,  of  any  known  acid*.  Though  it  is  a 
received  opinion  that  there  is  not  any  animal  acid 
to  be  found  in  animal  bodies;  yet,  from  this,  it  does 
not  follow,  that  a vegetable  or  mineral  acid  may 
not  be  found  to  exift  in  animal  bodies,  and  to  be 
prejudicial  to  them  as  well  as  alkalirs.  I am  fenli- 
ble,  fays  Boerhaave,  in  his  115th  Experiment  on 
the  Phcenomena  of  the  Blood,  that  acid  falls  do  not 
coagulate  the  blood,  merely  on  account  of  their  aci- 
dity, but  by  their  auflerity  or  conftringing  power; 
that  the  adminiftrarion  of  acid  may  frequently 
prove  prejudicial,  by  encreafing  the  lentor  and  vif- 
cidity  of  the  blood  and  juices,  and  caufing  obstruc- 
tions in  the  (mailer  veflrls  *,  and  in  his  79th  Procefs 
upon  Animals,  obferves,  that  if  milk  fhould  be 
taken  by  perlons  whole  bodies  abound  •with  acids , 
it  will  coagulate  ; that  is  to  fay,  the  milk  will  be  fe- 

-—...I..,...,.,  !■— ■ ■ I.,—,..!  

* Vide  Boerhaave’s  109th  Procefs  upon  Animals 

(operated 
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parated  into  a thin  ferous  fluid  and  a ftrong  coagu- 
lum,  which  turning  grumous,  may  caufe  obfirudli - 
onS  in  the  vifcera , while  (lays  he)  it  ceales  to  be 
mixed  and  diluted  with  the  ferum  •,  that  inftead  of 
performing  this  office,  may  now  go  away  in  a foetid 
fweat,  leaving  the  body  -pale,  faint,  and  weak  \ and 
this  unheeded  caufe  may  give  birth  to  a 'pale  com- 
plexion, a cacochymia , and  to  other  various  chronic  di- 
feafes. The  laid  author  farther  takes  notice*, 
that  in  any  difeafed  Hate  of  body,  the  urine  or  other 
humours  may  change  from  what  they  naturally  were, 
and  become  either  alkaline , as  in  burning  fevers,  near 
the  point  of  death,  &c.  or  acid,  as  in  in  pallor  virgi - 
num,  childrens  difeafes , ccc.  By  what  has  been 
laid,  it  may  ealily  be  concluded,  that  alkalies 
liquify  and  acids  coagulate  the  blood  and  other 
juices,  both  may  co-operate  together  or  feparately, 
in  the  production  of  the  feurvy,  and  alfo  for  the  cure 
of  it. 

ObftruCtions  feem  to  be  reckoned  as  the  principal 
fources  or  effects  of  the  feurvy  ; and  to  this  molt  phy- 
fleians  agree.  Van  Swieten,  in  his  Commentaries  on 
Boerhaave' s Aph.  obferves,  that  all  the  functions  de- 
pend on  a free  paffage  of  the  fluids  through  the  veffels  j 
but  an  obftruttion , when  formed,  and  interrupting  the 
free  paffage,  is  capable  of  difordering  all  the  fundli- 
ons  in  general , and  every  diftinft  function  in  particular  ; 
and  as  a difordered  fundi  ion  is  a difeafe , there  may 
therefore  as  many  difeafes  proceed  from  an  obftrudlion , 
as  there  are  fundlions  to  be  difordered.  Many  are  the 
caufes,  as  elfewhere  has  been  obferved,  that  pro- 
duce obftruCtions,  but  the  ways  of  removing  them 
are  not  fo  numerous,  efpecially  in  thole  that  con- 
stitute the  feurvy. 


* In  his  Chemical  Hiflorv  of  Urine. 
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To  prove  that  this  difeafe  was  known,  though 
r very  feldom  felt , by  the  ancients  (owing  to  their 
ufing  the  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths)  it  is  nr'ceffary 
for  me  to  take  notice  of  a paffage  in  Hippocrates*, 
who  deferibes  the  lcurvy  under  the  name  of  the  di- 
feafe of  the  fpleen,  in  the  following  manner  : “ The 
perlon  who  is  foiled  with  this  diforder,  has  his  abdo- 
men inflated,  and  his  fpleen  becomes  tumid,  hard, 
and  afflicted  with  acute  pains.  The  colour  or  the 
face  becomes  black  or  pale,  and  pimples  refem- 
bling  nodturnal  puflules,  appear  on  t ne  legs ; the 
limbs  are  extenuated,  and  the  patient  is  coltive  ” — 
Pliny  § confirms  it,  as  follows:  “When  Caefar’s 
army  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  in  Germany , 
by  their  drinking  infalutary  waters,  l'uppofed  to /be 
contaminated  by  fome  fpells,  there  appeared  amongft 
them  two  new  diforders  ; one  of  which  being  a pu- 
trid and  feetid  diforder  of  the  mouth,  they  called, 
iofjLccxxxr.,  by  means  of  which,  in  two  years  rime,  all 
the  teeth  dropt  out;  whillt  the  other  l'o  injured  the 
nerves  of  the  legs,  as  to  loofen  the  joints  of  the 
knees,  and  velicate  the  legs;  from  which  it  got  the 
name  of  oxs*'rfy@n.\\ 

To  cure  this  dileafe,  fays  Boerhaave\ , we  muff  ren- 
der moveable  that  whicii  is  Itagnant ; and  fluid,  that 
which  is  coagulated;  we  mu(t  attenuate  what  is  too 
thick,  and  give  a proper  confidence  to  that  which 
is  too  thin  ; and  likewile,  what  is  lharp  and  corrofive 
muft  be  reduced  mild  and  inoffcnlive. 

* De  Intcrnis  Affectibus. 

§ Hiftor.  Natural,  lib.  25,  cap.  3. 

II  1 have  cited  thefe  remarks,  to  Ihew,  that  the  antients 
had  fome  operation  fimilar  to  ?ni?ie,  which  kept  them  from  the 
Scurvy,  and  not,  as  fome  would  have  us  believe,  becaufe,  at 
that  time,  no  fuch  lymptoms  were  known.  In  all  probabi- 
lity, if  the  difeale  did  not  exift  in  England  before  the  time  of 
CiElar,  it  was  then  brought  over 

X in  his  1 15b  and  1 157th  Aphor. 

il 
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Morgan,  in  his  mechanical  practice  of  phyfic,  fays, 
<c  The  /curvy  may  be  diftinguifhed  into  hot  and 
cold,  and  into  effluent  and  external,  and  influent  and 
internal  *,  although  thefe  diftindtions  have  given 
very  different  names  to  a great  many  dilorders  as 
affebting  different  parts,  and  difeovering  themfelves 
under  different  lymptoms  •,  yet  the  general  caules 
and  method  of  cure  are  frill  the  fame;  the  currative 
indications,  (lays  he)  are  two,  the  firit  to  attenuate 
and  diffolve  the  concreted  matter  in  the  ventricles  of 
the  glands  and  cellular  membranes ; the, fecond,  to  car- 
ry off  the  morbid  matter  that  is  dilfilved,  and  fitter 
for  evacuation  by  perfpiration , fweat , and  urine  ; for 
as  it  may  be  taken  as  a general  rule,  which  I have 
always  found  true,  in  fa<ft,  that  thole  dilorders 
(which  proceed  from  the  f curvy)  are  never  well  era- 
dicated and  cleared  oft'  by  emetics  or  cathartics,  and 
Jeldom  by  falivation with  very  good  reafon  the  above 
cited  author  has  obferved,  that  the  feurvy  and  its 
fymptoms  are  never  well  cured  by  emetics,  cathartics 
and  falivation ; becaufc,  by  them,  the  determination 
of  the  juices  from  the  center  to  the  circumference,  is 
very  much  leffehed;  by  this  retremotien  many  di- 
fcafes  will  lie  formed  only  as  conferences  of  an  inver- 
feon  of  thofe  morbid  fee  ret  ions,  which  were  by  nature 
intended  and  accujiomed  to  be  feparated  by  the  glands 
and  pores  of  the  /kin. 

The  method  generally  praftifed  by  the  faculty 
very  often  proves  a1  or  live:  and  fen-bathing  is 

equally  ufeful,  for,  in  a great  many  cafes,  it  only 
encreafe,  inflead  of  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafr ; therefore  re.eourfe  muft  be  had  to  better 
and  fafer  means- 

Phyficians  gen' rail v agree  as  to  the  caufes  and 
fymptoms  of  the  feurvy,  except  fome  few,  who 
fujpedf  the  venereal  taint  to  be  its  latent  principle. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Mufgrave  thinks  the  Devonfhire  fcurvy  to  be 
a relic  of  the  leprofy*  ; but  they  are  not  fo 
unanimous  in  the  treatment  of  it.  My  method 
of  cure  is  the  judicious  -preparation  and  application 
of  artificial  medicated  water,  vapourcus , dry  baths , 
fumigations , fri  Elions,  &c.  &c.  of  which  was  I 
here  to  relate  every  particular  concerning  the  va* 
rious  forts  of  medicinal  fubftance,  degrees  of  heat, 
&c.  I make  ufe  of  in  preparing  them  for  different: 
conftitutions,  ieafon  of  the  year,  kind  and  date  of 
this  difeafe,  1 lhould  at  leaft  treble  the  bulk  of 
this  pamphlet,  which  is  already  enlarged  more 
than  it  was  at  fir  ft  intended  to  be.  But  though  it  is 
matter  of  faft,  that  a very  great  number  of  per- 
Ions  (many  of  them  given  over  as  incurable)  have 
been  cured  of  the  fcurvy  and  other  different  com- 
plaints by  ufing  l'uch  operations,  under  my  Father’s 
and  my  own  dire  Elions,  which  alone  would  be 
fufficient  and  convincing  proofs  of  their  efficacy 
without  the  affiftances  of  argument,  ncverthelels  I 
have  endeavoured  to  explain  myfelf  on  this  fubjedt 
io  as  to  make  experience  and  reaton  go  hand  in 
hand. 

I lhould  think  this  little  diflertation  on  the  Scurvy 
much  more  imperfect  then  what  it  is.  if  i was  not  to 
lubjoin  the  following  obfervations,  which,  together 
with  what  I have  already  advanced,  I flatter  my- 
felf, will  prove  my  operations,  the  bed  fbecific  ever 
known  for  the  cure  of  this  and  many  other  difeefes. 

It  ought  to  be  fet  down  ffavs  Brook  as  a 

* Berkely  obferves,  that  thofe  inhabitants  live  in  a orofs 
fidine  air,  and  their  vefleis  being  lets  el.  die,  are  v onfeq neat- 
ly lefs  able  to  fubdue  and  call  off,  what  their  bodies  as 
fponges  draw  in;  therefore  (fays  he)  one  would  be  tempted 
to  (ulpect  the  air  not  a little  concerned,  efpecially  in  fucli 
a country  as  that  of  Devonfhire, 

E 2 general 
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general  rule  that  the  /curvy , the  moft  violent  of  all 
chronic  diftempers,  is  not  to  be  treated  with  draftic, 
but  with  the  molt  mild  and  fimple  medicines; 
and  though  1 allow  the  difference  of  /alts  men- 
tioned by  phyficians,  as  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe, 
yet  the  different  anti  far  fetched  corrections  of  them 
ieem  to  be  ridiculous;  fince  it  is  demonftrable,  that 
the  only  and  fafeft  method  of  fubduing  all  morbid 
fait , is  by  proper  fluids : this  intention  then  (fays  he ) 
is  anfwered  by  pure  and  light  fimple  water , the 
genuine  menjlruum  and  di/folvent  of  all  falts.  Befides 
being  a diffolvent  of  all  falts,  is  a very  fubtle  and 
penetrative  body.  Homberg*  is  of  opinion,  that 
water , enters  fuch  narrow  pores  of  animal  fubftances 
as  will  not  admit  air,  only  becaufe  it  moiftens  and 
diffolves  the  glutinous  matter  of  the  fine  fibres  of 
the  membranes,  and  fo  render  then  more  pliable 
and  feparate,  which  are  things  that  the  air,  for  want 
of  a wetting  property,  cannot  do.  Neverthelefs  wa- 
ter alone  do  not  diffolve  or  penetrate  into  unCteous 
and  greafy  bodies,  except  it  be  mixed  with  a ftrong 
lixivium,  or  an  aikaly  fait,  nor  will  any  other  kind 
of  fait  anfwer  the  intention.  Sea- water,  with  all 
its  lalt,  will  never  wafli  out  any  greafy  or  oily 
impurities')-.  But  as  we  have  elfewhere  oblcrved,  that 
mere  water  would  diflend  the  veffels,  weaken  their 
elafticity,  and  produce  new  obftrudtions ; and  as  the 
correcting  or  walking  off  the  faltnefs,  which  in  abun- 
dance exifts  in  fcorbutic  perfons  would  not  alone  be 
fufficient  to  perform  a cure;  we  muff  ufe  water  as  a 
diffolvent  and  corre&or  of  the  faltnefs,  and  as  a proper 
vehicle  to  convey  fuch  medical  lubftances  into  the 


* Vide  Hi/l.  de  1' Acad,  anno  1700,  page  45. 
f Vide  Boerhaave’s  Theor)  of  Chymiftry. 

patients 


patients  bodies  according  to  the  kind  and  Hate  of 
their  difeafe  and  confutation. 

Fernelius  J tiiought  this  difeafe  fo  obfiinate,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  delicate  to  deal  with,  that  he  or- 
dered the  uie  of  baths  to  be  p^rfifted  in  for  more 
than  ten  years ; and  Mattheus  Martini  -f*  thinks  them 
highly  beneficial 

IVillis , in  man/  fcorbutic  cafes,  recommended  the 
very  fame  operations. 

Sennertus  ||  fays,  that  Balneum  totius  corporis  adbibetur 
ad  deter tionem,  cutifque  vitia.  Baths  are  uitd  to 
clean  the  whole  body,  and  the  diforders  of  the  fkin. 

Riverius  * fays,  Roft  fufficientem  purgationem,  Bal- 
neum aquee  tepid#  convenient ijjimum  eft,  utiliter  in  eo 
coquuntur  herb # refrigerantes\  after  the  body  has 
been  iufficiently  purged,  baths  of  the  tepid  water  are 
moll  beneficial  and  are  uled  with  more  advantage  when 
they  are  impregnated  with  cooling  herbs. 

Valcammer  informs  us.  that  an  hypochondriac  and 
fcorbutic  patient  was,  in  three  days  time,  perfectly 
cured,  and  recovered  his  llrength,  by  ufing  morning 
and  evening,  a bath  of  lweet  water,  prepared  with 
emollient  hcrbs§. 

Hoffman  oblerves,  that  hypochondriac  and  fcor- 
butic patients  have  been  cured  by  ufing  baths  of 
i'weet  water  prepared  with  emollient  herbs;  there  is 
nothing  (fays  he)  better  to  difculs  hard  and  painful 
tumors  of  the  legs  and  feet,  then  baths  with  brook- 
lime,  water-creiTes,  fcurvy-grafs,  &c.  frequently  ufed . 

Boerhaave , in  the  ift,  2d,  and  3d  Hate  of  the 
feurvy,  advifes  baths  and  half  baths,  impregnated 
with  antifcorbutic  herbs,  and  recommend  frictions 

t Obfervat.  44.  f In  Tradfat.  deMorbis  Mefenteni. 

II  f*age  623.  * Lib.  12,  page  26. 

§ 1 have  myfelt,  in  the  courfe  of  ten  days,  cured  a poor 
man  of  venereaLfcorbutic  ulcers,  after  he  had  been  lalivat- 
ed  th.ee  times. 


very 
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very  much  : Van  Sweiten,  in  his  commentaries,  is 
diffufe  upon  this  iubfjed,  the  effects  of  which  has 
been  more  fully  explained  in  the  25th  and  26th 
pages  of  this  pamphlet. 

From  the  foregoing  recapitulation  of  the  opinions 
and  authorities  of  the  moil  eminent  phyficians,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  who  have  wrote  on  the  Scurvy, 
irs  caules  and  effects,  we  fee  they  recommend,  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  the  ufe  of  operations  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  mine,  for  the  cure  of  this  dileafe;  and  I 
am  thoroughly  convinced,  from  experience  rdulting 
from  a luccefsful  practice,  that  the  application  of 
myjArtificial  Medicinal  Baths,  Fumigations,  Fri&ions, 
&c.  is  a fafe  and  efficacious  remedy  to  cure  and  allevi- 
ate the  above  complaint;  neverthelefs,  1 do  not  hold 
it  forth  to  the  public  as  an  infallible  remedy  (tho5  it  is 
often  fo)  in  hereditary  fcorbutic  cafes*,  in  a country 
where  the  very  air  adds  to  its  inveteracy,  yet  I dare 
maintain  it  to  be  the  molt  falutary,  the  molt  rational, 
the  eafieft,  and  lafeft,  that  ever  was  invented,  not 
only  for  the  feurvy,  but  for  the  cure  of  almoft  every 
complaint  the  human  frame  is  i object  to,  provided  the 
patient’s  conftitution  is  not  entirely  deftroyed,  as  is 
often  the  cafe,  when  the  malignancy  of  the  difeafe,  or 
the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  phyfician,  have  brought  them 
to  the,  point  of  death,  at.  which  period,  when 

purum  reiinquid 

yEterium  fenjum , atque  aural  /implicit  ignerft , 
they  are  otten  lent  to  my  artificial  baths,  more  with 
a view  to  bring  my  operations  into  difrepute,  than 
for  any  benefit  "they  think  patients  may  receive  from 
them  ; notwithftandmg  which,  numbers  or  lucii  ob- 
jects of  d i ft  refs,  have  been  relieved. 

* Thofc  perfons,  who  inherit  this  dilorder,  fhou.'d,  every 
Spring  and  Fall,  make  ufe  of  my  falutary  operations,  which 
Would  free  them  from  any  attack  of  this  dileafe,  ^ ^ 

C FI  A 1 u 
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MANY  Phyficians,  like  enthufiaftic  bigots, 
or  crafty  knaves,  think,  or  endeavour  to  , 
make  us  believe,  that  no- body  can  be  fafr,  except 
thole  who  follow  their  opinion.  I am  not  fo  un- 
charitable in  my  way  of  thinking.  The  creed  of 
others,  lias  equal  weight  with  me  as  my  own,  pro- 
vided it  be  rational,  and  lead  us  to  falvation,  and  I 
never  buffer  my  judgement  to  be  warp’d  by  narrow 
prejudice  againft  conviction. — Extenfive  is  the  field 
in  which  I could  expatiate  on  the  dangerous  methods 
of  treating  difeafes  let  down  by  various  phvfical  au- 
thors-, at  the  fame  time  I muff  acknowledge,  that 
there  are  many  others,  who  are  rational  and  deferve 
attention  ; the  enumeration  of  thefe  two  dalles  of 
phyficians  I referve  to  another  opportunity  ; at  pre- 
fent  be  it  fufficient  for  me  to  obferve,  that  if  the  Rea- 
der finds  a fafer,  eafier,  and  quicker  method  of  curing 
Dropfies  than  my  own,  he  is  at  liberty  to  try  if  not 
J fhall  think  myielf  happy  to  be  the  inflrument  (un- 
der the  bitfling  of  God)  of  reftoring  him  to  health, 
and  prolonging  his  life. 

Hippocrates , Galt Cel fus , Boerhaave , and  many 
others,  think  that  mod  difeafes  proceed  from  ohftruc* 
tions  \ and  altho’  thefe  have  their  origin  from  fome 
other  internal  or  external  caufe,  yet  the  removal  of 
the  obffrudlion  very  often  frees  the  patient  of  his 
complaint.  1 muft  here  indulge  myielf  in  repeating 
the  beautiful  description  that  Van  Sweiten * gives  on 
this  fubjeCt  : 

7 hat  in  the  regular  courfe  of  the  vital,  natural , 
and  animal  functions,  Life  depeud  : “ THAT  \ L L 
THESE  FUNCTIONS  DEPEND  ON  A FREE 

* In  his  Commentaries  on  Boerhaave’s  Aph. 

PASSAGE 
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PASSAGE  OF  THE  FLUIDS  THRO’  THE 
VESSELS;  BUT  AN  OBSTRUCTION  WHEN 
FORMED,  AND  INTERRUPTING  THE 
FREE  PASSAGE,  IS  CAPABLE  OF  DISOR- 
DERING ALL  THE  FUNCTIONS  IN  GENE- 
RAL, AND  EVERY  DISTINCT  FUNCTION 
IN  PAR  I ICULAK  •,  AND  AS  DISORDERED 
FUNCTIONS  IS  A DISEASE,  THERE  MAY 
'I  HEREFOKE  BE  AS  MANY  DISEASES  PRO- 
CEED FROM  AN  OBSTRUCTION,  AS 
THERE  ARE  FUNCTIONS  TO  BE  DISOR- 
DERED. 

That  the  vital,  natural  and  animal  functions  are, 
in  a Dropiy,  highly  vitiated  and  injured,  is  fufficient- 
Jy  obvious  from  its  fymptoms,  which  are  judicioufly 
and  acurately  colleded  by  Aretmus*,  in  the  following 
words  : — “ All  patients  labouring  under  a Dropfy 
are  pale,  affiided  with  a difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
cough  ; they  are,  at  certain  times,  flow,  lazy,  and  have 
an  averfion  to  aliments;  and,  if  they  eat  any  thing, 
tho’  in  a fmall  quantity,  they  are  neverthelels  much 
inflated,  and  diftended  : their  flkins  are  entirely  def- 
titute  of  all  moiiture;  neither  can  afweat  be  railed  on 
them  by  warm  baths §-  Befldcs,  they  are  of  a whitifh 
colour,  and  effiminate;  their  fleepS  are  oppreffive, 
troubleforne,  and  ffiort  *,  they  are  lubjedto  deliriums, 
anxious,  and  uncafy  about  triffles  and  exctffivcly  fond 


* In  his  lirft  chapter  of  his  fecond  book  of  Chronical  Af- 
fedions. 

§ Although  I have  reafon  to  believe,  that  my  operations, 
deligned  for  the  cure  of  Dropfles,  furpaffes,  by  far,  the  con- 
trivances of  the  ancient,  and  any  of  the  modern  phvlicians, 
yet  ( have  had  fome  patients,  that  1 was  not  able  to  make 
perfpire,  till  they  had  been  three  or  four  weeks  through  my 
operations. 
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of  living.”  Added  to  this,  the  Dropfy  is  juftly 
and  generally  defined,  by  the  ableft  authors,  to  be  a 
depraved  habit  of  body,  in  fome  or  all  the 
functions,  accompanied  with  a preternatural  flag- 
nation  and  collection  of  ferous  humours,  either  in  the 
whole  body,  or  in  feme  particular  cavities  of  it-,  and 
according  to  the  different  parts,  that  are  obfiruCied , 
and  its  various  caufes,  it  acquires  a different  name  : 
Thus  when  rhe  ferous  humour  or  lympha,  ftagnatc 
throughout  the  whole  habit  of  the  fubcutaneous  fat, 
or  is  ihed  therein,  it  is  called  an  Anafarca — when  the 
water  is  collected  in  the  duplecature  of  the  perito- 
naeum, in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen , between  the 
peritonaeum,  and  the  vifeera,  or  in  the  dilated  cavi- 
ties of  the  glands,  and  velfels  contained  in  the  abdo- 
men, it  is  termed  an  Af cites . — 

And  if  the  Dropfy  is  owing  to  rarifa&ion  of  va- 
pours, arifing  from  water,  pus,  ichor,  &c.  that  were 
ftagnated , pent  up,  and  heated,  till  they  putrify,  then 
it  produces  a Tympany.  But  Aretseus  has  added  a 
fourth  fpecies,  and  made  a certain  difference  between 
an  Anafarca,  and  a Leucophlegmatia,  imagining,  that 
though,  in  both  thefe  ipecies  of  Dropfies,  the  face 
and  arms  are  tumid  ; and  that  in  a Leucophlegma- 
tia, arifing  from  a redundance  of  phlegm,  as  well  as 
an  Anafarca,  the  whole  body  is  filled,  and  that  all  the 
parts  fuperior,  and  inferior,  the  breafts  not  excepted, 
become  tumid,  which  principally  happens  to  thole 
who  are  young,  robuft,  and  in  the  flower  of  their  age, 
yet,  in  an  Anafarca,  the  fiefh  is  colliquated  into  a 
kind  of  famous  juice,  relembiing  .that  which  is  dif- 
charged  from  members  violently  contufed.  Befides, 
he  maintained,  that  a Leucophlegmatia  was  a milder, 
and  more  eafily  cured,  fpecies  of  Dropfy  -,  becaufe, 
there  were  various  ways,  by  which  it  might  be  remo- 
ved 
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$ 

ved,  fuch  as  by  fweat *,  urine,  and  fomctimrs.  bv  cf> - 
pious  Itocls  : whereas,  in  the  other  fpccies  of  Dropfies, 

efpccially 


* Sanclorious,  in  his  Medicina  Statica , Aph  xxvi.  fays,  that 
the  thin  fecrettons  abate  more  the  weight  of  the  body,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  quantities,  than  the  hard  and  corfjlent 
Quincy,  in  the  explanation  of  this  Aphorifm.  offerees, 
‘k  that  what  is  difeharged  in  the  form  of  a liquor,  as  the 
urine  and  fweat,  is  fpecifxally  heavier  than  the  ha*d  and  foiid 
excrements,  and  therefore  the  body  is  looncr  freed  from  n o 
great  a weight  by  the  thinner  titan  the  thicker  evacuation  ; 
which  plainly  points  out  the  molt  certain  methods  to  di {'en- 
gage the  body  from  a plethora  and  preternatural  fulmfs. 
When  thev  are  not  gone  fo  far  as  to  have  brought  a lent  or 
and  fizenefs  upon  the  juices,  for  then  lefieninc:  the  quantities 
of  the  fluids  will  avail  but  little,  without  giving  a confidera- 
ble Jlimulus  to  the  folids  at  the  lame  time.”  T his  flimulus  is 
added  to  the  folids  of  my  patients  bodies,  by  the  volatile 
effluvia  of  herbs,  fpirits,  &c.  and  by  a well- direcud  friction, 
either  all  over  the  body,  or  on  loine  particular  parts  of  it, 
juft  as  neceffity  requires. 

The  fame  Author,  in  his  Medicina  Statica,  Aph.  xvii. 
obferves,  if  upon  weighing;  the  perfpirable  matter  appears  to 
have  been  obit  ruffed,  and  there  is  neither  increafe  of  iweat 
or  urine  for  feme  days  after,  there  is  a great  deal  of  danger  of 
a putrefaction  of  the  detained  crudities  — Explanation.]  I he 
folids  will  be  fo  much  opprefied  by  the  fuper.fluous  load 
which  is  laid  upon  t hem  by  the  retention  of  the  perfpirable 
matter,  that  unlef's  there  toon  be  a difeharge  made  of  it  by 
fome  of  the  fenlible  evacuations,  they  will  not  be  able  to  cir- 
culate it  with  fo  much  fwiftn?fs  as  is  n eeihiry  to  prevent  its 
falling  into  preternatural  ferments,  there  being  nothing  which 
more  promotes  that  inteiHne  motion  of  liquors  that  dilpofes 
them  to  putrefaction,  than  ffagnation.  Por  then  their 
feveral  parts  are  left  at  liberty  to  link  or  rife,  according  to 
their  feveral  gravities,  and  obey  their  refpective  attractive 
powers,  upon  which  feveral  arc  broke  iiTiJjier,  ane  otners  * an. 
into  corpufclc.s  of  different  kinds  and  properties  ; whereas  fo 
long  as  they  are  kept  in  a circulary  motion  by  external  caufes. 
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efpecially  thofe  of  the  complicated  kind,  the  Phyft- 
cian  mu  ft  change  the  whole  habit  of  the  body , before 
he  can  cure  the  patient.  By  this  peculiar  diltindbon, 
Aretaeus  l'eems  to  have  insinuated,  that  in  a Lcuco- 
phlegmatia,  as  well  as  in  an  Anafarca,  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  ftagnating  between  the  fkin 
and  the  mufcles;  but  that,  in  an  Anafarca,  tlie  blood, 
by  which  the  mufcles  are  nourifhed,  was,  at  the  lame 
time,  highly  corrupted,  and  confcquently  the  dilorder 
proportionably  more  terrible.  This  beautiful  dif- 
tinction  is  ftill  more  confpicuoufly  made  in  the  fame 
chapter  in  the  following  words : — Water  between  the 
mulcles  and  fkin  is  fometimes  formed  immediately 
after , l.beral  draughts  of  cold  liquor-,  when,  for  in- 
ftance,  any  one  undertime  influence  of  excelfive  thirft, 
drinks  large  quantities  of  cold  water,  and  the  liquor 
is  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  peritonaeum,  by  which 
the  heat  of  the  Itomach  and  abdomen  are  abated, 
then  the  drops  of  water,  are  difcharged  upon  the 
ilia,  which,  being  converted  into  air,  are  carried  off 
by  perfpiration.  When,  this,  therefore,  happens,  be- 
fore any  of  the.vifcera,  or  the  whole  body,  is  afifdfed, 
the  dilorder  is  proportionably  the  more  eafily  cured. 

- — “ In  patients,  lays  he,  labouring  under  an  Afcites, 
the  ilia  are  tumid,  and  the  feet  inflated  ; whereas  the 
face,  the  arms,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  body  arc 


they  are  not  at  liberty  to  obey  their  attractive  powers , or  their 
feveral  gravities,  but  move  on  without  any  other  attractions, 
than  what  they  receive  from  their  cafual  occurfions  and  at- 
tritions againft  one  another ; the  confequence  of  which  is 
only  breaking  them  fmaller,  and  rendering  the  liquor  more 
fluid.  From  all  which  it  appears,  that  the  different  fluidities  of 
the  animal  liquors  are  in  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  as  their 
velocities  in  each  part . 


extenuated 
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extenuated.  The  tefticles  become  tumid,  and  the 
prepu’ce,  and  whole  penis,  appear  to  be  wreathed  as 
it  were,  by  r'eafon  of  the  inequality  of  the  fweiling. 
Upon  reclining  the  body  to  either  fide,  the  water  pro- 
duces both  a tumour  and  fiuduation  in  the  reclined 
part,  and  the  noife  of  the  fiudmatmg  liquor  is  heard. 5> 
— From  thefe  fymptoms,  fays  James,  “ we  may  infer, 
that  in  conkquence  of  the  large  number  of  ruptured 
lymphatic  veflels,  there  is  copious  exit avafanon  of 
lymph,  and  as  it  were  an  inundation  of  the  vilcera, 
by  which  they  are,  in  procefs  of  time,  totally  cor- 
rupted. 

As  for  that  fpecies,  commonly  called  Tympanitis, 
and  the  dry  Dropfy,  in  which  the  abdomen,  highly 
tenfe,  and  inflated,  founds  like  a drum,  upon  being 
firuck  with  the  hand,  we  muft  oblerve,  that  it  is  ra- 
ther a fymptom  of  an  Anafarca  and  Afcites,  than  a 
diftinft  and  feparate  fpecies  of  Dropfy  but  if  it  ac- 
companies thele  diforders,  as  it  generally  does  an  Al- 
cites,  it  denotes  a highly  deplorable  and  incurable  cafe, 
which  arifing  either  from  flatulencies  pent  up  in  the 
inteftines,  or  from  the  vapours  exhaled  from  the  waters 
extravalcd  in  the  abdomen,  lo  deflroys  the  tone  of  the 
abdominal  mufcles,  that  they  become  entirely  lan- 
guid. 

But  that  we  may  the  more  accurately  in  /eftigare 
the  nature  and  genius  of  a Dropfy,  we  fhall  deferibe 
its  beginning,  trace  its  progrefs,  and  enumerate  the 
various  fymptoms,  with  which  it  is  attended:  Firfl, 
then,  a fweiling  feizes  the  feet,  which,  in  procefs  of 
time,  riles  to  the  thighs,  the  groin,  the  ilia,  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  pit  of  the  ftomach.  Sometimes  the  ab- 
domen, turgid  with  water,  is  foexcelTively  prominent, 
that  the  patient,  cannot  fee  his  own  feet,  but  dreads  a 
rupture  of  his  abdomen.  In  procefs  of  time,  a quan- 
tity of  water  fall  down  into  the  ferotum,  and  fre- 
quently 
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quently  diftends  it  fo  much  as  to  render  it  as  large  as 
one’s  head.  Not  only  the  ferotum,  but  alfo  the  pie- 
puce,  and  penis,  are  lb  fwellcd,  as  to  become  interted, 
anti  prevent  the  free  ditcharge  of  the  urine.  In  which 
calc,  ’tis  perceived,  that  the  water,  which  diftends  the 
ferotum,  is  generally  conveyed  from  the  abdomen  thro* 
the  precedes  of  the  peritonaeum.  Sometimes  alfo, 
tfpecially  in  patients  labouring  under  an  Anafarca 
and  Leucophlegmatia , it  happens  that  the  aqueous 
humour  coif  died  about  the  groin,  infinuating  itlelf 
under  the  common  integuments  of  the  tefticles,  proves 
the  caufe  of  a lwellmgof  the  ferotum,  whilft:  the  ab- 
domen, in  the  mean  time,  is  entirely  free  from  water. 
Nor,  in  ail  Dropfical  patients,  does  the  ferotum  be- 
come tumid,  fince  I hive  known  fome  patients  die  ot 
a Droply,  without  any  lwelling  in  that  part.  In 
women  alfo,  the  groins  become  tumid,  and  the  va- 
gina is  fomet imes  lo  di (tended  by  the  waters  as  to  fall 
down.  Beftdes,  a common  fymptom  of  Dropfical  pa- 
tients is  a difficulty  of  breathing ; which  being  in- 
creafed  by  violent  motion,  and  dpcciady  in  the  night- 
time, by  realon  of  the  ealy  alcent  of  the  water  in  the 
abdomen,  in  confcquence  of  the  reclining  pofture  of 
the  body,  frequently  induces  a danger  of  luffbeation. 
Hence,  if  the  miferable  patients  have  a mind  to 
breathe  freely,  they  are  obliged  to  (hi ft  their  pofture, 
and  rather  lit  eredt,  than  lie  in  bed,  as  other  perfons 
do.  1 hey  are  alfo,  afflidted  with  a cough,  which  is 
generally  of  the  dry  kind  and  without  expedforation  ; 
whilft,  at  the  lame  time,  an  acrid,  fa  line  lymph,  which 
is  peccant  throughout  the  whole  bodv,  in  a parti- 
cular manner,  ftimulates,  and  irritates  the  (lender  fibres 
of  the  larynx,  and  branchia. 

’ I is  obfervable,  that,  in  an  Anafarca , the  ur’ne  is 
di  (charg’d  thin  and  white,  whereas  in  an  Aj  cites  it  is 
evacuated  in  fmall  quantities,  but  thick,  and  with  a 
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copious  red  and  lateritious  fediment.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  a Diopfy,  the  quantity  of  urine,  for  the  moll 
part,  correfponds  to  that  of  the  liquor  drank  •,  the  bo- 
dy all'o  is  foluble,  and  the  appetite  good  ; but  all  thefe 
lucky  circumftances  gradually  fail,  in  proportion  as 
the  difeafe  advances.  Befides,  the  patient  is  rack’d 
with  a violent  and  inlatiable  third,  fo  that  the  poet 
might  juflly  fay 


Quo  plus  funt  pat a,  plus  fitiuntur  aqua. 

The  reafo ns  why  a Dropfy  is  accompanied  with  this 
inlatiable  third,  are  principally  thefe.  Thefaliva,  in 
confeq  uence  of  an  obftru&ion  of  the  faltval  glands, 
can  no  longer  lubricate  and  moiden  the  parched 
fauces  befides,  the  t'mall  quantity  of  faliva , which  is 
di  (charged  from  thefe  glands,  is  not  only  vijcid  and 
/ aline  but  alfo  immediately  dried  up  by  the  febrile 
heat,  for  the  word  date  of  the  diforder  is  almod  al- 
ways accompanied  with  a flow  and  continual  fever, 
which  mav  be  diffidently  known  from  the  fmall  and 
frequent  pulfe,  and  which,  gradually  preying  upon 
the  fleffi  of  the  fuperior  parts,  and  impairing  the 
ftrenenh,  at  lad  puts  an  end  to  the  patient’s  life.  In 
an  Ana  fare  a,  as  well  as  in  an  Af cites , there  is  often  a 
rondderable  itching  perceived  in  the  membraneous 
parts  of  the  feet,  which  are  alfoobferved  full  of  livid 
{pots  and  veftcules,  which  latter,  when  opened,  dii- 
charae  a drum,  that,  by  its  acrimony,  corrodes  or  in- 
fi  imes  the  adjacent  parts.  Hence  malignant  ulcers 
are  frequently  produced,  which,  according  to  Hippo- 
crates* are  not  to  be  cured  and  c-oniolidated  with- 
out the  ore  a tell  difficulty  ; for  the  afflux  of  acrid  ie- 


*-  In  the  eighth  Aphor.  of  his  fixth  ieftion. 
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rum  is  too  are  .it  to  be  mitigated  by  lenitive  and  dry- 
ing medicines,  And  this  lp<cicsot  Dimply  is  gene- 
•rallv  accompanied  with  a fever,  which  thaws  its 
•origin  from  an  inflammation  of  the  inteftincs. 

O ^ ... 

brought  on  in  a great  mcafure,  by  draflic  medicines; 
and  a horror  and  rigor,  fucceeding,  arc  figns,  that 
thevifeeni  are  fphacelatcd,  and  fatally  corrupted. 


In  my  opinion  a more  latisfuCforv  reafon  can  hard- 
lv  lie  advanced  tor  a Dropfical  (welling,  than  the 
difficult,  flow,  and  objlrufted  circulation  of  the 
blood  thro’  the  velfels.  This  aflertion  is  lufficient- 
ly  confirmed  by  an  experiment  fir  ft  made,  to  far  as 
I know,  by  the  celebrated  anatomift  Lower,  who, 
with  a thread,  tied  up  a large  vein  in  alive  animal, 
and  differed  the  ligature  to  remain  for  an  hour ; 
upon  which  he  forthwith  perceived  an  edematous 
tumour,  in  that  part  to  which  the  ramifacations  of 
that  vein  were  diflributed.  Something  analogous 
to  this  is  obferved,  when,  in  order  to  Hop  violent 
haemorrhages,  the  inftrument,  commonly  called  the 
tourneqviet,  is  applied  ; for,  if  this  infirument  re- 
mains applied  for  a long  time,  the  part  is  gradually 
railed  into  a tumour.  This  is  alfo  illuftratcd  bv 
another  experiment ; for,  if  the  dibclavian  vein  in 
the  right  arm,  for  inftance,  of  a dead  perfon,  is 
ftron  lv  comprefled,  and  a fomewhat  thick  red  li- 
quor afterwards  injected,  by  means  of  a lyringe,  mto 
an  aperture,  made  in  the  vein  of  the  hand,  the  arm 
becomes  tumid  ; and  upon  laying  it  open,  we  find 
that  a large  quantity  of  the  red  liquor  has  penetrated 
into  the  cellule  of  the  fat,  lying  under  the  fkin;  for 
no  other  reafon,  than  that  the  injected  liquor,  in  con- 
fequencc  of  the  refinance  made  by  the  ligature,  too 
much  dillends  the  vein  running  thro’  the  cellular 
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membranes/  and  is,  at  lad,  extravafed  through  their 
pores. 

From  thefe  experiments  it  is,  if  I midake  not, 
fufEciently  obvious  that  the  true  caufe  of  the  fwel- 
ling  of  the  body  in  a Dropfy  of  the  lecretion  of  the 
i'erum  from  the  blood,  and  of  its  ftagnation  in  the  ca- 
vities, is  a too  Jlozv  and  languid  circulation  of  the 
blood,  efpecially  thro’  the  veins.  The  truth  of  this 
aflertion  will  be  {till  more  evident,  if  vve  confider, 
how  eafy  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  thro'  the  veins, 
is  dopt ; and  that  principally,  for  thelc  reafons.  The 
motion  of  the  blood  thro’  the  veins,  from  the  infe- 
rior to  the  fuperior  parts,  is  in  confequence  of  their 
perpendicular  dtuation,  and  the  dated  laws  of  hy- 
draulics, much  flower  than  in  the  arteries  ; hence  the 
veins  are  not  only  more  numerous,  but  have  alfo 
larger  diameters  than  the  arteries  The  coats  of  the 
veins,  alfo,  are  not  furnifhed  with  fo  drong  a fydal- 
tic,  moving,  and  elaflic  force,  as  is  found  in  the  ar- 
teries. Belides  the  coats  of  the  veins  are  highly 
dender,  porous,  and  conlequentlv  capable  of  allow- 
ing a thin  fluid  to  pafs  eafily  thro’  them.  Now,  if  by 
means  of  a redundance  of  ferous  humours,  the  tone 
and  drengtn  of  the  veffels,  efpecially  of  the  veins, 
fhould  in  confequence  of  their  too  great  diflention, 
be  impaired  and  weakened,  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  through  the  whole  body,  which  regulates  all 
its  fundi  ions,  and  preferves  them  entire,  muft  nccef- 
fary  become  languid , and  be  di  mini  flood ; as  is  ob- 
vious from  the  pulfe,  which,  in  this  cafe,  is  rare, 
foft,  and  weak.  From  this  languid  circulation  of 
the  blood,  we  deduce  the  genuine  cau  e and  reafon, 
not  only  of  the  preternatural  fwelling,  but  alfo  of  the 
other  lymptoms  which  accompany  a Dropfy;  luch 
as  wearinefs,  heavinefs  of  the  body,  lifilefnefs,  and 
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a diminution  of  the  faint  ary  excretions , by  fweat , 
urine and  Jtool. 

B. Tides  the'fc,  an  unfupportable  difficulty  of 
breathing  is  almoft  a perpetual  fymptom  of  every 
Dropfy,  and,  fometimes,  riles  to  luch  a height,  as  to 
endanger  a fuffocation.  This  formidable  fymptom 
can  hardly  have  any  other  caufe  affigned  for  it,  than 
a too  weak  fyftaltic  force  of  the  heart  and  arteries. 
In  confequence  of  which,  the  blood,  abounding 
with  a vifcid  fcrum,  cannot  pafs  fufficiently  freely 
thro’  the  minute  ramification  of  the  pulmonary  ar- 
tery and  vein;  hence  it  Magnates  in  thefe  ramifica- 
tions, and  regurgitating  to  the  right  ventricle  of  the 
heart,  produces  a ftrange  uncafinefs ; and  fince  the 
principal  orifice  of  the  lungs  confifts  in  this,  that 
whilfl  the  blood  pafles  thro’  the  numerous  and  mi- 
nute vcffels  of  their  vificular  fubflance,  the  lymph 
and  chyle  may  be  intimately  mixed  with  its  parts, 
and  impregnated  with  a kind  of  fubtle  and  elaflic 
air,  that  then  the  blood  may  be  rendered  fpirituous, 
fluid,  and  fit  for  adding  ftrength  to  the  body  ; hence 
we  may  juflly  infer,  that  a How  and  languid  circlila- 


* Quincy  obferves,  that  the  perfpirable  matter  is  much  di- 
verted by  urine.  And  this  may  give  a caution  to  fucb  who 
are  fond  of  the  mineral  waters,  and  inch  courfes,  as  work  much 
bv  urine  : For  ’ns  certain,  that  perfpiration  is  thereby  hinder- 
ed, which  upon  too  long  difufe  may  not  be  very,  eafy  to  be  re- 
flored  to  its  natural  hate  ; for  in  time,  not  only  the  excretory 
paffages  may  for  want  of  their  ufual  attritions  and  impulfes 
fubfide,  but  likewife  be  very  much  obhi  udfed  by  too  large  an 
overcharge  of  a mineral  grofs  matter,  which  may  prove  very 
difficult  to  remedy:  And  confidering  perfpiration  is  the 

large  ft  difeharge,  and  of  the  moji  importance  of  all  the  eva- 
cuations for  the  prefervation  of  health,  the  greateft  care  poffi- 
ble  ought  to  he  taken,  that  it  be  not  interrupted  without  una- 
voidable neceffity., 


F 


turn 


( 66  ) 

' I t 

tionof  the  blood  through  the  lungs,  is  the  fatal 
cauie  of  the  terrible  fymptoms,  with  which  the 
Dropfy  is  accompanied ; lor,  by  this  means,  the 
whole  work  of  fanguification  is  injured,  and  inftead 
of  a blood  fufficiently  florid  and  temperate,  the  vef- 
fels  mult  neceffarily  be  filled  and  infardted  with  a re- 
dundant ferum.  The  Hate  of  the  patient  is  itill 
more  deplorable  when  polypous  concretions  are  al- 
ready formed  in  the  larger  vefTels  of  the  heart  and 
lungs;  finee,  by  this  means,  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  through  the  vefTels  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  is 
llot  only  retarded,  and  Hagnating  there,  produce 
various  misfortunes  ; but,  alfo,  begins  to  flop  in  the 
whole  vena  cava , and  all  the  parts  to  which  it  is  dis- 
tributed ; hence  an  incredibly  large  fecretion  of  fc- 
i l1m  is  produced.  1 he  more  difficult  it  is  to  remove 
their  deep  rooted  obflrudlion  the  more  rationally  we 
may  conclude,  that  the  Dropfy  arifing  from  it  is  of 
the  worfl  kind,  and  not  to  be  cured  without  the 
greatefl  difficulty. 

Having  thus  traced  the  generation  of  a Leueo- 
phlegmatia  and  Anafarca,  we  now  come  to  confider 
that  of  an  Ai cites — In  this  fpecies  of  Dropfy,  there- 
fore, I fhall  not  hefitate  to  affirm,  that  the  liver  is 
principally  difordered,  ffifee  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  is  not  fo  How  in  any  of  the  other  vifeera  as  in 
this ; and  though  the  fuccuflory  commotion  of  the 
liver,  by  means  of  the  diaphragm,  in  the  act  of  re-  s 
fpiration,  and  the  Hrength  of  the  coats,  with  which, 
from  anatomical  observations,  we  know  the  vena 
■porta  to  be  furnifhed.  feem  greatly  to  promote  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  ; yet,  when  a vifeid  blood 
is  conveyed  to  the  vena  porta,  this  vein,  in  confe- 
rence of  its  wanting  both  a puifation  and  valves, 
with  difficulty  tranfmits  the  vifeid  blood  through 
the  numberlcfs  minute  ramifications  of  the  vena 
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cava.  Hence  a ftrong  tendency  of  the  blood  to 
ffagnation  and  infar&ion  is  brought  on.  If  therefore, 
in  confequence  ot  tiling  a ltnall  quantity  of  dnnk,  a 
fedentery  life,  a free  ufe  of  acids,  the  abide  of  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors,  haemorrhages,  or  fevers  prcpofteroufly 
cured  by  affrin gents,  a redundance,  or  lentor  of  the 
blood  and  lymph  fhould  be  brought  on ; or  if,  in 
confequence  of  many  violent  commotions  of  mind, 
and  the  fhock  of  preceeding  diieafes,  the  tone  of  the 
liver,  and  its  veffels,  fhould  be  preternatiirally  weak- 
ened ; thefe  veffels  mull,  of  neceffity,  be  infardted, 
and  the  due  proportion  of  their  diameters  to  the 
blood,  which  ought  to  move  through  them,  being 
by  this  means,  deftroy’d,  it  ft  agnates  here  and  there , 
in  their  cavities ; and  its  aqueous  part,  being  fe- 
creted,  fills  the  lymphatic  veffels,  great  numbers  of 
which  are  found  there  : befides,  the  preternatural 
fpiffitude  of  the  vifeid  lymph  renders  its  circulation 
through  the  liver  proportionably  more  or  lei's  faint 
and  languid.  If  a pretty  thick  lymph,  fecreted  from 
the  blood,  fhould  remain  in  the  liver,  and,  in  confe- 
quence of  the  diffipation  of  its  more  fluid  parts,  af- 
fume  a proportionably  greater  degree  of  thicknefs, 
the  coats  of  this  organ  will  become  thick,  indurated, 
and,  at  laid,  degenerate  into  afeirrhous*,  but  the  in- 
duration will  be  principally  oblervablc  in  the  more 
internal  parts ; w hereas  the  feirrhous  will  be  formed 
in  the  external  membranaceous  parts,  and  the  veffels 
lying  neareft  to  the  furface.  That  the  principal 
feat,  therefore,  of  an  Alcites  is  the  liver,  is  fufficient- 
ly  obvious  from  inftances  of  diffedtions. 

But,  befides  the  liver,  the  other  abdominal  vifeera 
are  not  entirely  free  from  the  effedts  of  the  diforder; 
ior  Riverius , Shenkius , Forcftus , and  myfelf,  have  fre- 
quently feen  the  fpleen  preternaturally  large,  dis- 
tended with  a black  blood,  and  covered  with  a 
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fcmhous  membrane.  According  to  Ron  deli  ti  us  and 
i eyei  A the  pancreas  is,  almoft  in  all  Dropfical  pa- 
tients, found  hard,  lcirrhous,  and  fometimes  totally 
con  fumed.  The  omentum  is  putrid,  and  emacia- 
ted; the  glands  of  the  mefentery,  inteftines,  duo- 
denum, and  ftomach,  are  preternaiurally  tumid  and 
and u rated.  In  my  opinion  thclc  vifeera  receive  the 
taint  from  the  preternatural  date  of  the  liver,  and 
the  too  languid  circulation  pf  the  blood  through  its 
yeffels,  and  that,  principally,  by  reafon  of  the  hr  let 
union,  and  intimate  connections,  between  their  re- 
fpedtive  veftels ; for  it  is  certain,  from  anatomical 
obfervations,  that  all  the  blood,  which  returns  from 
the  flomach,  the  inteftines,  the  mefentery,  the  pan- 
creas, the  omentum,  and  the  iplecn,  is  conveyed 
into  the  vena  porta,  Snd,  by  its  means,  through  the. 
vafcular  ftrufture  of  the  liver,  to  the  vena  cava,  and 
the  heart.  If,  therefore,  the  jirogreffive  and  circu- 
lar motion  is  Jiopt  there , it  is  abfolutely  ncccffary, 
that  the  blood,  regurgitating  to  the  abdominal  vif- 
eera, fhould,  in  them,  produce  fl agnations,  infarc- 
tions, a feirrhous  difpofition  and  corruption. 

As  the  return  of  the  blood  is  highly  flow  through 
the  uterus,  especially  thro’  the  fpermatie  veftels, 
which  are  contorted,  folded  up,  and  divided  into  va- 
rious curls,  as  it  were,  like  the  tendrils  of  vines, 
which  makes  its  journey  to  the  heart  fo  much  the 
longer  hence  it  happens,  that  in  the  uterus,  and  its 
appendages,  fuch  as  the  -fallopian  tubes,  and  the 
ovaria,  copious  inundations,  and  aqueous  tumours, 
arc  fometimes  produced  ; for  the  fluid  and  aqueous 
part  never  more  readily  and  expeditioully  fcccdes 
from  the  blood,  than  when  it  s circulation  through 
the  vifccra  is  flow  and  languid,  as  is  obvious  in  the 
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liver,  and  their  adjacent  parts  ; which  veflels  being 
diftended  by  a copious  congeftion  and  afflux  ot 
lymph,  are  raifed  into  large  vehicles,  by  the  Greeks, 
called  hydatides,  by  the  breaking  of  which  a Droply 
is  fometimes  fuddenly  generated  and  an  incredible 
quantity  of  ferum  diicharged  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  Thus  Sahnutbus *,  informs  us,  that  in  a 
certain  woman,  who  died  of  a difficult  labour,  he 
found  a large  number  of  hydatides  in  the  confine^ 
of  the  uterus:  And  Pechlinus §*  tells  us,  that  he  faw 
the  fame,  in  difledfing  a woman,  who  died  during 
geflation : That  in  the  cornua  and  tubes  of  the  uterus, 
large  quantities  of  water  arc  fometimes  collected,  is 
lufhcicntly  confirmed  by  T alpius-y,  who  gives  us  an 
inftance  ot  a woman,  who,  in  both  cornua  ot  the 
uterus,  had  about  nine  pints  of  water  and  pus  in- 
cluded in  a large  number  of  frnall  bladders.  More 

4 O * 

inflances  of  this  nature  may  be  found  in  Schenkius'l, 
in  Rolfinkiw* ||  de  organ,  genital , and  in  Sydenham  de 
Hydrops.  This  truth  is  alfo  confirmed  by  an  obfer- 
vation  of  Harder , who  tells  us,  that  in  a country-wo- 
man, that  not  only  the  left  ovary  contain’d  two  pints 
of  a faline  and  foetid  water,  but,  that  there  was  alfo  a 
confiderable  hydatides  or  vehicle  full  of  water  in  the 
fallopian  tube,  annexed  to  it.  And  I myfelf,  twen- 
ty years  ago,  obferved  in  a woman,  of  forty  years  of 
age,  a fwelling,  produced  by  a violent  fall,  on  the 
hvpogafiric  region,  and  accompanied  with  a tenfive 
pain  : This  fweiliiig  was  fucceeded  by  a large  dif- 
eharge  of  limpid  water,  which  was,  at  flrfl,  evacua- 
ted with  the  menflrual  blood,  and  continued  to  flow 
for  half  a year  after  the  menflrual  evacuation  ftopt 
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fo  that,  at  leaft,  one  pint  of  this  water  was  daily  chf* 
charged,  till,  at  laid  the  patient  having  in  vain  tried 
a great  many  remedies,  and  being  ipent  with  a con- 
fitmption,  and  flow  fever,  exchanged  her  tmlerable 
life  for  another  {late. 

There  arc,  alfo,  frequent  inftanccs,  fome  of  which 
I myfelf  have  feen,  in  which  a Dropfy  has  been  con- 
cealed under  the  difguile  of  pregnancy  : Hence  it 
is,  that  young  phylicians  are  lb  often  mil  guided  in 
their  eftimates,  with  reipedt  to  this  latter  date.  But 
I have  feen  pregnant  women,  who,  at  the  fame  time, 
laboured  under  a Dropfy,  preterved  by  a copious 
dilcharge  of  water  after  labour  ; whereas  thole  who 
have  not  the  advantage  of  this  circumflance,  gene- 
rally die,  fmeethe  humour  is  previously  diicharged 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

Platerus\ , gives  us  a memorable  inflance  of  a wo- 
man, who  was  feized  with" an  Afcites  every  time  die 
became  pregnant.  For  tins  reafon  I am  oi  .opinion, 
that  Dropfical  fwellings,  in  women,  arife  rather  from 
the  fault  of  the  uterus  than  that  of  the  liver,  and 
vifeera  connected  with  it;  and  that  tney  are  more 
eafily  cured,  than  when  the  liver  is  primarily  effec- 
ted ; becaufe,  in  the  former  cafe,  a freer  difeharge 
is  afforded  to  the  Stagnant  ferum  through  the  pores 
of  the  uterus,  than  in  the  latter. 

As  for  the  pro  cat "arctic  caufes  of  this  di  (order,  we 
obferve,  that  perfons  of  a tall  Stature  are,  in  a pecu- 
liar manner,  fubjebt  to  Dropfies;  both  ot  the  abdo- 
men and  t her  ax  ; for,  as  in  thele  the  di  dance  be- 
tween the  feet  and  heart  is  greater  than  in  others, 
and  the  fituation  of  the  body  at  the  tame  time  per- 
pendicular, fo  the  circulation  cn  the  btood  is  gene- 
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rally  flow  and  languid,  and  confequently,  rendered 
difficult,  by  the  flighted  accidental  caufes : Hence  it 
is,  that  polypous  concretions  are  generally  found  in 
tall  perfons,  who  have  died  of  a Dropfy  of  the 
thorax,  or  an  Analarca.  Thefe,  alfo,  who  are  of  a foft 
fpongcous  habit  of  body,  who  have  lefs  firm  fibres, 
in  which  an  aqueous  lubdance  predominates,  thole 
we  call  phlegmatic  or  fanguineophlegmatic,  are 
highly  fubjedt  to  Dropfies:  Thofe  who  are  over-fat, 
thole  who  in  their  infancy  have  been  afflidtecl 
with  catarrhous  deduxions,  or  who  have  been  often 
fubjedt  to  oedematous  fwel lings,  are,  alfo  highly  ob- 
noxious to  diforders  of  this  kind  : Old  perfons,  in 
whom,  by  reafon  of  the  impaired  eladicity  of  the 
veflels,  and  excretions  are  not  duly  carried  on,  and 
the  lymph  acquires  a preternatural  lentor  and  vifci- 
dity,  are,  for  this  reafon,  frequently  fubjedt  toDrop- 
fical  fwellings:  Thofe  who  lead  fedentary  lives,  fueh 
as  taylors,  ihoemakers,  weavers,  &c.  are,  all  other 
circumftances  being  alike,  more  fubjedt  to  this  mil- 
fortune  thall  others : Thofe,  alfo,  who  breathe  a 
moid  air,  which  impair  the  vigour  of  the  dbres, 
fuch  as  fifners,  fullers, atid  fuch  as  wadi  clothes,  are 
more  fubjedt  to  misfortunes  of  this  kind  than  others : 
The  places  and  countries  in  which  we  live,  have 
alfo  a very  conflderable  influence  in  producing  this 
diforder  : For  which  reafon  more  Dropfical  patients 
are  found  in  marfliy  places,  and  on  the  lea  coad,  than 
in  continents,  and  places  remote  from  the  fea  : An 
indance  of  this  we  have  in  Holland,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  impurity  of  its  air,  and  its  contiguity  to 
io  large  a quantity  of  water. 

It  may  alfo  happen  by  accident  (a  change  of  the 
inhabitants  method  of  living,  for  indance)  that  a 
place  before  not  naturally  fubjedt  to  generate  Drop- 
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fits,  may  afterwards  become  fo.  This  Dr . Lcifter* 
has  very  judicioufly  fhewn  to  be  true,  with  reipeft 
to  Lnghnd,-for  improper  aliments  and  liquors  con- 
tribute very  confidcrably  to  the  generation  of  Drop- 
iies.^  Among  aliments,  thole  which  are  thick,  crude, 
vifeid,  and  fwcer,  or  voracity  alone,  efpecially  in 
thofe  who  ufe  little  exccrife,  pave  the  way,  and,  as 
it  were,  lay  a foundation  for  this  dilorder.  But 
Dropfies  are  more  frequently  produced  hr  the  li- 
quors drank,  when  peccant,  either  with  rdpeft  to 
quantity  or  quality.  Hence  we  obferve  that  thofe 
who  drink  exceffivejy  large  quantities  of  liquors, 
diffidently  innocent,  when  moderately  ufed,  generally- 
become  Dropdcal  in  a t raft  of  years,  nnlels  an  un- 
common ftrength  of  nature  and  fonndnefs  of  the 
vifeera,  prevent  their  misfortune.  This  is  diffid- 
ently confirmed  by  the  fate  of  thofe  who  dvallow 
large  quantities  of  new  and  ill-depurated  ale,  eipeci- 
ally  that  which  is  prepared  of  wheat.  But  we  are 
certain,  from  daily  experience,  that  no  liquor  is 
more  prejudicial  in  this  refpeft,  than  brandv,  and 
malt-fpirits.  Hence  the  fpirits  diddled  from  malt, 
fhnrpened  with  aromatics,  and  commonly  called 
aqua-vita,  may  with  far  better  reafon  be  called  the 
waters  of  death,  efpecially  when  taken  on  an  empty  , 
ftomach.  Bolides,  nothing  more  fpeedily  generate- 
This  dilorder,  than  large  draughts  of  cold  liquors 
immediately  after  exedtive  heats;  fo  that  Aret*us> 
in  the  paliltge  before  quoted,  judly  affirmed,  that  “ a 
Dronfy  is  fometimes  generated  by  drinking  large 
quantities  of  cold  i iquors,  in  order  to  remove  an 
iiifatiable  third.”  I bus  Syhms,  tells  us,  that  by 
liberal  draughts  of  cold  liquor,  during  a febrile 
heat  and  third,  a D reply  was  brought  on  in  two  or 
Three  days  time.  This  dilorder  is  dill  more  to  be 
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dreaded  from  the  liberal  ufe  of  marfhy  flagnant  wa- 
ters, which  Hippocrates,  long  ago,  clafied  among  the 
caufes  of-  a Droply.  Hence  alio  the  reafon  is  ob- 
vious, why,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  Dropfies 
are  moll  frequent  in  marfhy  places,  and  on  the  fea 
coaft.  Dropfies  may  alfo  be  produced  by  the  un- 
feafonahle  uh  of  mineral  waters , whether  of  the  hot  or 
cold  kind , without,  a proper  ref  men  \ many  tragical  in- 
fiances of  which  have  occur ed  to  my f elf  in  practice. 

But,  among:  all  the  caufes,  which  concur  to  the 
production  of  other  chronical  diforders,  and  efpe- 
ciallv  the  Dropfy,  none  is  more  confiderable  than 
the  paffions  of  the  mind  ; efpecially  long-continued 
grief  and  forrow,  which  have  lo  furprifing  an  influ- 
ence, that  by  ceftroying  the  vigour,  tone,  and 
firength  of  the  vifccra,  and  moving  fibres,  they  ren- 
der the  circulation  of  the  blood  languid,  and  pro- 
duce a fuppreffion  of  the  excretions.  Nor  does  vio- 
lent anger  contribute  lefs  effectually  to  the  produc- 
tion of  this  difordvr,  efpecially  if  large  quantities  of 
cold  aliments,  or  liquors,  arc  tiled  immediately  after  ; 
for  fuc h an  error  is  immediately  fucceeded  by  a vio- 
lent uneafinefs  and  conftriCtion  of  the  proccordia,  a 
cacheCtic  colour,  a lols  of  appetite,  a difficulty  of 
breathing-,  and,  in  proccfs  of  time,  a Droply.  In- 
lhnces  of  this,  I myfelf,  more  than  once  obferved. 
The  reafon  of  thefe  misfortunes  feems  to  be  this  : 
That,  by  the  violent  commotion  of  mind,  the  fto- 
macb,  and  duodenum,  together  with  the  adherent 
biliary  du&s,  are  violently,  and  fpafmodically  con- 
fir  iCted.  Hence  the  due  fecretion  of  the  bile  and 
pancreatic  juice,  in  order  to  promote  a laudable  di- 
gefiion,  is  not  only  prevented,  but  alfr,  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  large  quantities  of  aliments  and  liquors, 
exceflive  flatulences  are  generated,  which  check  the 
due  difeharges  by  fiool,  and  render  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  unequal. 
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Bc-ides,  nothing  more  direftly  contributes  to  the' 
production  of  Dropfies,  than  the  fuppreffion  of  ufual 
arid  critical  evacuation  of  blood,  fuch  as  the  menfes* 
and  lochia  in  women,  and  the  haemorrhoids  in  men, 
as  Hippocrates-  has  juftiy  obferved  in  the  twelfth 
Aphorifm  of  his  fixth  fedtion.  Thus  Dion  Coffins  in- 
forms us,  that  the  Emperor  Trajan,  upon  a fuppref- 
fion  of  the  hxmorrhoidal  difeharge,  was  feifed  with 
an  Afcites  of  which  he  was  cured  ; but,  happening  to' 
relapfe,  fell  a facrifice  to  the  difordcr.  ’Tis  alfo  cer- 
tain from  experience,  that  violent  haemorrhages, 
whether  from  wounds,  the  nofe,  the  uterus,-  or  the 
veins  of  the  anus,  contribute  very  powerfully  to  the 
generation  of  Dropfies,  for  the  facred  and  ineftimable 
treafure  of  life,  is  wrapped  up  in  the  blood:  So  that 
when  too  great  a quantity  of  this  is  evacuated,  the 
minute  veifels,  fublervient  to  the  purpofes  of  fecre- 
tion  and  excretion,  collafpe,  and  become  too  narrow. 
In  confequence  of  this,  neither  is  a laudable  blood 
generated,  nor  the  nervous  fluid  duly  fecreted,  a 
circumftance  which  produces  weaknefs  and  imbeci- 
lity of  the  folids.  Nor  are  the  impure  and  recre- 
rneniitious juices  ahmi/ial ed^  m conlcqucnce  of  wmch, 
an  in  flip port  able  had  of  impurities  is  accumulated  in 
the  bodp.  1 would  not  be  thought  to  affirm,  tthat 
evcry  ’ large  evacuation  of  blood  produces  the . 
Dropfy ; but  in  patients,  where  other  caufes  con- 
cur, I am  of  opinion,  that  this  circumftance  very 
readily  produces  it.  Thus  I have  known  fome  per- 
fons,  who,  in  confequence  of  an  obftruction  of  the 
vile  era,  labouring  under  feurvy  and  cachexy,  and 
abounding  with  an  acrid  and  impure  blood,  have, 
atter  frequent  and  violent  haemorrhages,  fallen  into 
a Droply;  certainly  not  in  conlequcnccT  of  the 
hsemorrhao-c  alone,  but  alio  in  confequence  of  the 
bid  habit  of  body,  and  dyferafy  of  the  humours  pro- 
duced 
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alio,  frequently  lay  a foundation  for  Dropfies- 
Hence  Hippocrates* , juflly  affirms,  “ that  perfons 
labouring  under  disorders  of  the  fpleen,  when  feized 
with  a dvfcntry,  which  continues  for  a long  time, 
die  either  of  a Dropfy,  ora  lientery.” 

Prcpofterous  methods  of  curing  difeafes,  ufed  by 
unikilful  phyficians,  alfo,  frequently  prove  the  pro- 
ductive caules  of  this  dilorder  ; when,  tor  inftance, 
they  all  on  a fudden  Hop  and  fupprefs  immoderate 
ditcharges  of  blood,  or  other  humours,  by  aftrin- 
gents,  opiates,  or  narcotics.  Dropfies  are  alto  gene- 
rated, when  intermittent  fevers,  elpccially  of  the 
quartan  kind,  which  generally  have  their  feat  in  the 
liver,  are,  before  the  obftrudfion  is  removed,  and 
the  febrile  matter  corrected,  too  loon  ftopt  by  fpe- 
cifics , among  the  number  of  which  is  the  Peruvian 
hark;  tor  theie  fevers  very  readily  terminate  in  a 
cachexy  and  Droply,  as  Hippocrates  and  Galen  long 
ago  obferved.  5 i is  certain,  from  experience,  that 
this  misfortune  frequently  happens  in  northern  coun- 
tries ; and  I have  often  obierved  Dropfies  fucceeding 
epedimical  fevers,  efpecially  in  the  poorer  clafs  of  peo- 
ple, whole  c ire  urn  ft  a nee  could  not  afford  proper  medi- 
cines. Dropfies,  alio,  lometimes  feize  thole  who,  in 
acute  fevers,  in  order  toextinguiffi  the  heat,  or  quench 
the  thirft,  ufe  too  large  quantities  or  drink,  without 
having  lufficient  evacuations  by  urine  or  perfpiration. 
It  alio  frequently  happens,  that  ill-managed  mercu- 
rial fahvations  colliquate  the  blood  to  a kind  of  ferum , 
and  by  defraying  the  aue  tone  of  the  moving  parts , 
bring  vn  Dropfies.  I he  more  draflic  purgatives  are 
alfo  juflly  enumerated  among  the  caufes  of  Dropfies 
lioce,  by  their  means,  the  due  tone  ot  thevilcera  is  no^ 
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only  deft  roved,  but  alfo  the  ftrength  too  much  htk 
paired  by  an  exceffive  loft  of  ierum,  in  coniequence 
ot  thirty,  or  perhaps  more  ftools  a Day;  by  which 
means,  inftead  of  a pure  and  temperate  blood,  crude 
humours  are  generated  in  the  veins. 

I C 

Both  Dropfies  of  the  bread,  and  an  Afcites,  arc 
alfo  frequently  generated  by  the  recefs,  or  prepofttr- 
nus  and  injudicious  repulfionof  the  itch,  arthritic  di- 
sorders, and  the  gout,  as  alfo  by  the  hidden  confolida- 
tion  of  old  ulcers  and  fontanels.  And,  which  is  dill 
more  iurprftng,  I have  oblerved  a repul fion  of  cede- 
matious  twcllings  of  the  feet,  by  whatever  means,  fuc- 
'ceeded  by  a violent  oppreffion  and  uneafinefs  of  the 
bread,  which  were  again  followed  by  a Dropfy  ; for 
the  thick  and  vapid  ierum,  which  lay  ftagnant  in  the 
feet  is  by  lwathing forced  upwards;  and,  being  ab- 
forbed  by  the  languiferous  veins,  is  conveyed  to  the 
praccordia ; and  being  thence  carried  with  the  red  of 
the  humours,  from  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  ro 
the  pulmonary  artery,  and  its  ramifications,  fills  them 
with  fuch  an  exceftive  load  of  humours,  as  by  com- 
preding  the  pulmonary  vehicles,  redds  the  ingreis  of  the 
air  into  them  in  a degree  fufficienc  to  propel  the  blood 
thro’  the  vehis.  The  blood  therefore,  in  this  cafe  re- 
gurgitates to  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  and,  by 
didending  it,  creates  great  uneafinefs,-  and  a difficulty 
of  breathing.  Since,  therefore,  by  this  means  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  thro’  the  lungs,  is  rendered 
highly  dow  and  languid,  the  ferum  is  not  only  fecre- 
ted  through  the  pores  in  the  cavity  of  the  bread,  and 
extravaied  from  the  numerous  lymphatic  v Hie  Is  of 
the  lungs;  but  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the 
whole  vena  cava , is  alfo,  in  fome  meafure,  dopt,  and 
retarded;  lo  that  it  is  not  furpridng,  that  there  ihould 
alfo  happen  large  flagnations  and  extravafations  of 
ierum  in  the  inferior  parts. 
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Having  thus  taken  a view  of  the  aetiology  of  this 
dilorder,  it  now  remains,  that  we  accurately  diffcio- 
guifh  ic  from  other  aqueous  tumours,  that  by  this 
means  we  may  be  able  to  take  the  more  judicious 
meal ures  for  its  cure.  A Dropfv  then  ouo-ht  not  to 
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be  confounded  with  cedemateous  fwel lings  of  the  fec-r, 
iince  the  latter  may  happen  without  any  danger  in 
found  perlons  of  a iofc  and  fpongious  habit,  who  are 
addi&ed  to  a fedentary  life.  Thefe  kinds  of  cede- 
mateous  Iwellings  are  very  frequent  in  pregnant  wo- 
men, but,  after  delivery,  ceafc  ipontaneouily,  withouc 
the  afliftance  of  medicine,  for  they  are  produced  by 
the  great  dilations  of  the  uterus,  which  lo  comprefTes. 
tne  vena  cava , between  that  and  the  vertebre  of  the 
loins,  that  the  blood  cannot  rile  to  the  fuperiQr  parts 
with  its  ufual  freedom.  It  a 1 lb  frequently  happens, 
the  iliac  veflels,  by  means  of  flatulencies  Itrongly  dil- 
tending  die  inteftines.  But  when  the  tone  oimhe  in. 
te (lines  is  reflored,  and  the  flatulencies  expelled,  thefe 
tumours  are  eafily  removed.  Sometimes  allb  we  ob~ 
ferve,  Iwellings  of  the  legs  produced  by  an  obfirue- 
Iigii  of  the  fiee  circulation  of  the  blood,  in  conl'e* 
quence  of  a violent  and  ten  Tory  compreflion  of  the 
thighs,  in  riding  long  journies.  " 

We  mu  ft  be  highly  ca-eful  not  to  confound  an  Af- 
cites  with  piegnancy,  which  is  no  hard  tafk  to  a ju- 
dicious obferver ; for  in  pregnant  women,  the  colour 
of  the  countenance  is  frefh  and  lively,  and  the  tumour 
of  the  abdomen  unequal,  and  rifing,  as  it  were,  to  the 
praecordia;  whereas,  in  dropfical  patients,  the  lower 
parts  or  the  abdomen  is  tumid,  the  tumour  is  equal 
and  the  breads  ilibfide.  This  latter  cafe  is  alfo  ac- 
companied with  a thirl t,  which,  in  geflation,  is  far 
Jds.  Befides,  in  an  Alcites,  there  is  always  a fluctu- 
ation perceived  in  the  abdomen,  and  the  water  falls 
vsmch  ever  way  the  patient  reclines.  The  motion  of 
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the  foetus  alfo  in  the  uterus,  which  general!;,  happens 
about  the  twenrv-fcventh  week.,  removes  every  pofii* 
bility  of  a mittakc.  Nor  'is  it  to  be  denied,  that,  in 
pregnant  women,  lcucophlegmatic  fweliings  now-ana* 
then  appear  at  the  fame  time  ; but  this  principally 
happens  when  they  are  with  child  oi  twins,  01  too 
plethoric,  in  coniequence  uf  having  ncglcded  vene- 
lection. 

Tis  alfo  to  be  obierved,  that  a polypus  of  the 
heart  is  lbrnetimes  accompanied  with  a i welling  of 
the  thighs  of  the  Ictus,  without  either  an  Analaica  or 
A (cites?  This  is  known  to  be  the  calv,  by  the  vio- 
lent ffraitnds  of  the  bread, by  the  unequal  intermittent* 
and  frequently  varying  pulley  and,  cl  pec ! i . , by  a 
dread  of  fuffocation,  after  the  tallies  of  psflion,  or  vio- 
^ent  excercife.  1 s not,  howevei,  to  oe  at  mecl  t!mt 
this  [fare  is,  when  other  caches  concui,  nmcecoea  by 

air  tie  and  ligitimate  Dropiy. 

There  is  alfo  a confidersble  difference  between  a 
j pur  ions  and  legitimate  Afcites.  i he  former  is  when 
the  water  is  not  contained  in  the  cavity  of  tnc  jImo- 
men,  but  is  pent  up  in  nic  mb  taiics,  a .ci  iac.ii c. •.  , 
as  it  were,  in  tnc  facks  01  tne  periiohocum  j jUt 
which  realon,  fame  authors  call  it  hydrop  Juccaim. 
With  rcfpect  to  this  fpecies  of  Dropiy,  toe  reader1, 
may  confuit  the  AH  feel.  i Sat.  Curio/.  Dccou- 1.  /In.  m 
Ol)\  j .-,  as  alfo  Mr.*  Liltre,  in  the  work  before  quo- 
ted.  tie  may  alfo  confuit  a Dhlerra  ion  delivered 
before  Mcrtus  dc  bydrop*  Santo,  per  Lap  Hm  in  abdomen 
atrato.  In  ah  Afcites,  on  the  contrary,  the  extra- 
vafed  Water  Magnates  in  the  cavities  ot  the  tno:a;i 

and  abdomen.  " . 

With  refpecc  to  prognofiics,  and  event,  ot  this  01- 

ford  er,  Aretteus,  in  the  part  nh'eaoy  quoted,  rc- 
marks  “ that  all  the  foecics  or  Dro piles  are  ban  ; 

the  mildeft  is  a Lcucop'hffgmatia,  * Tympanitis  is 

dangerous 
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dangerous ; but  an  Anafarca  worfe.”  We  may,  in 
general  affirm,  that  an  Afcites  is  incurable,  when  in- 
veterate, and  arifing  from  other  diforders,  in  which 
the  vifeera  are  greatly  corrupted,  or  beginning  to  be 
i'o;  when  the  water  is  difeharged  from  ruptured 
lymphatic  veffels  or  hy  da  tides ; when  the  patient  is 
rack’d  with  third:,  and  theiuperior  parts  of  his  body 
extenuated;  and  when  the  urine  is  fmall  in  quantity, 
highly  red,  and  depofits  a fediment.  On  the  con- 
trary we  affert,  with  Hippocrates,  that  the  Dropfv 
admits  of  a cure,  in  which  the  vifeera  are  objtrutied 
hilt  not  feirrhous  and  corrupted ; in  which  the  pa- 
tient retains  his  appetite,  breathes  with  cafe,  and 
difeharges  thin  urine,  cfpecially  if  he  has  the  advan** 
tage  of  youth  on  his  fide.  When  a Dropfy,  cfpe- 
c tally  a Leucophlegmatia,  or  an  Anafarca,  arifes 
from  an  afthma  in  plethoric  patients ; from  drinking 
too  much  in  fevers ; from  too  keen  an  appetite  after 
the  cure  of  fevers  ; pr  from  violent  haemorrhages, 
there  are  fufficient  hopes,  of  a cure,  provided  the  re- 
lief of  the  patient  is  feafonably  attempted  by  proper 
remedies. 

Before  the  phyfician  attempts  the  cure  of  this  difor- 
der,  fays  James , he  ought  carefully  to  confider,  whe- 
ther it  will  admit  of  a cure,  or  is  abfolutely  incurable.  % 
Jf  he  fliould  perceive  that  it  is  incurable,  he  ounht  ra- 
ther to  decline  the  attempt,  than  hazard  his-reputa- 
tion  ; or,  at  leaff,  to  iecure  the  latter,  by  making  a 
pofitive  and  abfolute  prognoftir,  with  refpedt  to  the 
f ate  of  the  patient.  The  moft  genuine  method  of  cure 
confdl  in  purluing  theie  two  intentions  : Firlt,  to  eva- 
cuate the  itagnant  waters,  collefbed  in  the  cavities  of 
the  body,  and  between  the  ikin  andmufclcs;  and  fe- 
condiy,  ro  remove  the  cauie,  by  means  of  which  the 
waters  have  been,  and  are  (till,  daily  accumulated. 
The  evacuation  of  the  waters,  feeqis  but  to  contribute 

very 
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very  little  to  the  cure,  unlef&the  caufe,  producing  the 
extravaiation  of  the  waters,  is,  at  die  fame  time,  re- 
moved •,  fer  when  the  c a life  is  not  taken  away,  the  wa- 
ters are  foon  generated  ajreJJj.  But  becauie  the  ton  e 
and  energy  of  the  medicines,  proper  for  removing 
the  ca ufe  of  this  disorder,  are  much  impair'd  by  the 
load  of  waters  i and  becauie  the  parts,  in  which  they 
ftagnate,  are  in  procefs  of  time,  injured  and  corrupted, 
the  phyfician’s  principal  eare  ought  ;o  be  to  free  the 
body,  as  much  as  poflible,  from  $11  impurities  and 
re  c r c men  t i t i o u s juices. 

For  this  purpofe,  unlefs  nature  does  the  work, 
either  by  a copious  diarrhoea,  or  adifeharge  of  the  wa- 
ter from  the  feet,  we  are  carefully  to  deliberate,  whe- 
ther the  end  can  be  commodioully,  and  without  dan- 
ger, obtained  by  the  paracentifis.  With  relpecl  to 
this,  there  is  a memorable  pafiage,  in  Celfuk *,  which 
tuns  thus:  i(  Era  Hid  rat  us  condemned  the  method  of' 

eyre  by  the  paracentifis  y betavfe  the  water  is  in  wain 
evacuated \ fince,  in  coniequence  ot  the  diforder  of 
the  liver,  it  is  loon  generated  afrefh.  But  this  dillcm- 
per  does  nor  atife  iolely  from  the  fault  of  the  liver; 
for  the  fpieen  is  affected,  and  the  whole  habit  ot  the 
body  bad.  Befides,  if  the  preternatural  collection  ot 
tiie  waters  is  not  evacuated,  it  prove  injurious,  hot 
only  to  the  liver,  but  alfo  to  the  other  pares.  V is  cer- 

tainly expedient,  that  the  patient  fhould,  if  poflible, 
be  cured  ; tho’  this  evacuation  does  not  promote  the 
cure*,  but  only  make  way  tor  tne  operation  or  medi- 
cines, wh  en  was  prevented  and  fruitrated  by  the  in- 
cluded waters.  Tis  alfo  certain,  that  all  p rfons  can- 
not be  cured  by  this  means,  but  only  young  and  ro- 
buft  patients,  who  are  either  entirely  free  from  a ''fe- 
ver, or,  at  lead,  have  long  and  favourable  intermif- 
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fions;  for  thofe  whofe  ftomachs  are  corrupted,  thofe 
in  whom  a redundance  of  black  bile  has  produced 
this  diforder,  or  who  are  of  a bad  habit  of  body,  are 
by  no  means  fit  patients  for  having  this  method  of 
cure  tried  upon  them.” — Thus  far  Dr.  James  ',  on  the 
caufes  and  fymptoms  of  the  Dropfy,  and  its  cura- 
tive indications;  he  has  cited  the  prefcriptions  of 
many  authors,  which  are  in  common  practice  among 
modern  Phyficians. 

I do  not  difpute  the  necefllty  of  evacuating  the 
waters,  either  by  cathartics , diuretics , or  diaphoretics , 
when  the  difeafe  has  an  appearance  to  yield  to  their 
powers ; but  what  I here  ltand  forth  for  is,  that  after 
Several  repetitions  of  the  above-mentioned  remedies 
have  failed,  the  further  ufe  of  them  fhould  ab- 
folutely  be  forbidden.  As  to  the  parencentefts , or 
tapping,  although  it  may,  amongft  the  hundred  that 
it  kills,  fave  the  life  of  one,  it  is  an  attempt,  which 
fhould  never  be  put  in  practice  while  there  are  other 
means  more  rational,  more  eafy,  and  fafe.  For  thefe 
thirty  years  palf,  thefe  falutary  means  have  been 
invented  by  my  Father*,  who  had  proved  their  utility 
to  the  public  by  the  many  well-authenticated  cures 
he  had  performed  by  them ; yet  becaufe  it  was  a re- 
medy out  of  the  pra&ice  of  the  modern  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty,  had  not  at  firft  been  paid  that  regard  to, 
which  a fucceffion  of  cures  of  Dropfical  and  other 
complaints,  has  now  eflabl  fhed. 

After  I had  been  in  practice  in  feveral  hofpitals 
abroad,  I found  that  not  one  out  of  iixty,  was  hardly 
cured  of  a confirmed  Dropfy;  when  I came  to  Eng- 
land, I became  an  afliftant  for  above  feven  years  to  my 
Father’s  Medicated  Baths,  where,  by  a conftant  and 


* Vid,  his  Medical  Anecdotes 
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diligent  attention  to  his  practice,  I made  myfelf 
mafter  of  the  modes  and  means  of  preparing  and 
applying  his  falutary  operations  for  curing  divers 
difeales ; my  chief  ftudy  has  ever  fince  been  con- 
fined to  thole  complaints,  which  feetn  to  me  to  give 
birth  to  others,  or  are  more  difficult  to  cure.  The 
Dropfy  has  taken  up  a great  part  of  my  time,  and  the 
iuccefs  I have  met  with  in  the  cure  of  this  dreadful 
complaint,  has  puffied  my  refearches  ftill  further, 
and  flatter  myfelf,  that  I have  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to 
have  added  a degree  of  probability  for  a cure  in  many 
cafes  where  there  were  none  before*,  for  this  purpofe  I 
have  coriftrudted  an  apparatus  upon  a new  plan, 
which  is  far  luperior  in  point  of  efficacy  and  conve- 
niency  to  any  I have  formerly  erected.  The  public, 
I hope,  do  not  expedt  from  me,  a circiimftantial 
account  of  every  ftep  that  I take  to  cure  difeafes,  nor 
an  explanation  of  the  ufe  and  conftrudhon  of  every  ma- 
chine and  leader  that  conftitute  my  apparatus,  the  rea- 
fon  is  too  obvious  j after  having  fpent  a capital  fortune, 
and  having  been  years  conftantly  employed  in  inftruc- 
ting  the  various  workmen  to  eredt  my  apparatus,  it  is 
rational,  I fhould  at  lead  enjoy,  uninterrupted,  the 
fruits  of  my  labour  and  money  for  a few  years, 
efpecially  as  in  this  capital  there  are  many  perfons  of 
the  profeffion,  who  make  it  their  ftudy  to  live  upon 
the  toils  of  others,  even  at  the  expence  of  their  fellow- 
creature’s  life  ; various  inftances  of  this  kind  I could 
here  infert;  but,  one  or  two  will  fuffice,  as  well  as  an 
hundred. 

Laft  year  Dr.  Kooftray,  the  late  worthy  and  human 
Phyfician  of  the  London  Difpenfary,  was  attacked  with 
a giddinefs  in  his  head,  for  which  it  was  thought 
ridvifeable  he  fhould  be  blooded;  his  conftitution 
was  not  one  of  the  healthieft ; the  clofe  and  un- 
remitted attention  he  paid  to  poor  patients,  was  not 

even 
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even  fuitable  to  a healthy  man’s  ftrength  ; in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  fell  into  a Dropiy  which  did  not 
yield  to  the  medicines  he  took.  Seeing  his  cafe  dif- 
perate,  he  was  adviled  by  fome  of  his  friends  to  go 
to  Dr.  K — ly  at  Knightfbridge,  and  as.  being  a 
o-entleman  of  the  college,  Dr.  de  V — n,  laid  to  him. 
So  there,  and  he  will  do  for  you  (one  would  think  de 

V n had  been  a prophet.)  Dr.  Kooftray  went  with 

his  wife-.  Dr.  K — ly  was  not  to  befeen,  but,  I was 
told,  his  Ton  the  young  Doftor  received  Dr.  K >oftray, 
who  after  he  had  "been  made  well  acquainted  with  his 
cafe,  put  the  Dodtor,  into  a warm  vapour  Bath,  there 
he  (laid  a confiderable  time,  and  when  his  pores  were 
open,  he  was  put  into  a warm  Water  bath,  out  of 
which  the  unfortunate  Doftor  was  taken  more  dead 
than  alive,  This  pra&ice  certainly  furpafies  that  of 
Dr.  Sangrado. 

Whatever  a man  does  fhould  be  confonant  to  rea- 
fon  and  experience-,  but  here  Dr.  K — ly  (in  curing 
difeafes  by  his  iurreptitious  mode*  of  pradbce)  has 
fhevvn  himfelf  pofifeftof  neither.  The  unprecedented 
procels  with  which  he  treated  Dr.  Kooftray’s  com- 
plaint 


* The  means  by  which  Dr.  Iv — ly  obtained  an  idea  of 
Medicinal  Baths,  willfully  appear  by  the  following  narative 
taken  from  my  Father,  Dr.  B.  Dominiccti’s  addrefs  “ to 
“the  wife,  juft,  and  humane  Legislators,  Judges, 
“Clergy,  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Society  and 
“College  oLPhysicians  of  Great- Britain:”  March  1779. 

“ On  my  arrival  in  London,  (fays  he)  I obferved  in  the  pa- 
“ pers  an  advertifement  for  letting  a fmall  houfe  in  Knightf- 
bridge;  and  finding  its  fituation  convenient,  witii  fufficient 
‘‘  ground  adjoining  for  the  purpofe  of  building  my  apparatus,  l 
“ went  with  Mr.  Powell,  my  furgeon,  to  the  landlord,  Dr. 
<c  Chriftopher  Kelly,  who  lived  in  St.  Martin's-lane,  and  a- 
i<-  greed  with  him  for  a leafe,  at  iool.  per  annum.  Hejlgnified 
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plaint,  prove  him,  not  only  unfkilful  in  bathing,  but 
even  void  of  profefiional  judgment.  He  did  not 

know 


44  a defire  to  know  the  purpofe  of  my  taking  "t,  and  on  being 
44  acquainted  with  my  profeffion,  wilhed  previoufly  to  fee  the 
44  plan  of  my  intended  buildings.  Confidering  him  as  a man 
« of  honour  and  a gentleman,  1 very  frankly  came  to  him  a- 
“ gain  with  Mr.  Poweil  the  fame  day,  and  entrufted  him  with 
my  plans,  and  an  explanation  of  the  ftrudture  of  my  appa- 
44  ratus  *,  accompanying  the  papers  with  feveral  certificates 
44  and  affidavits,  refpe&ing  cures  which  I had  performed. 
«4  Dr.  Kelly  faithfully  promifed  to  return  thefe  documents  in 
c£  a day  or  two,  and  then  give  me  a definitive  anfwer  concer- 
« ning  the  houle.  At  the  end  of  two  days,  and  on  the  3d, 
tc  5th,  and  6th  alfo,  I called  repeatedly  upon  him  in 
<c  St.  Martin’s-lane,  but  could  neither  by  myfelf  or  my  fur- 
<«  aeon,  get  fight  of  him,  nor  receive  back  my  papers.  On 
44  The  yth  day  i had  notice  that  the  mailer  of  the  veflel  (then 
44  in  the  river)  was  obliged  to  unload  my  goods  brought 
44  from  Briftol : I therefore,  both  perfonally,  and  by  letter, 
44  applied  to  Dr.  Kelly  for  his  anfwer : but  in  vain.  The 
44  next  day  however  he  did  return  my  papers  ; but  added,  to 
44  my  aftonifhment,  that  he  fhould  go  and  live  in  the  noufe  at 
44  Knightlbridge  himfelf ! So  difmgenuous  and  unkind  a de- 
44 ‘lay,  added  to  the  difappointment  and  hurry  attending  the 
44  inconvenient  landing  of  my  goods,  made  me  precipitately 
44  take  a houfe  at  Milbank,  Weltminller;  ‘where  fhortly  af- 
44  ter  I conftrudted  my  apparatus. 

In  his  fecond  publication  he  takes  notice  of  Dr.  Kill-all 
as  follows:  44  after  Doctor  Kill-all  had  been  well  allured 
44  that  the  reputation  of  my  apparatus  had  received  the 
44  approbation  and  encouragement  of  the  above  named 
44  oreat  perfonages,  &c.*  and  that  my  fuccefs  in  curing 
44  the  molt  hopelefs  complaints  daily  increafed,  he  eredted 

* Alluding  to  feveral  members  of  the  college  ofphyficians , of  the 
royal  fociety,  of  art  and  fciences,  learned  travellers^  iAc.Jorne  of 
whom  vi/ited  his  apparatus  and  others  have  been  under  his  care. 
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know  the  general  rule,  contraira  contrariis  curantur , et 
fimilia ftmilibus  confervantur , neither  the  falutary  advice 

Celfus , 


“ alfo  an  apparatus  in  imitation  olmine;  and  upon  the  very 
€<  fpot  of  ground,  where,  after  having  fairly  negociated  with 
“ him  for  it,  I had  intended  to  build,  previous  to  my  for- 
“ ming  the  two  already  mentioned  at  Millbank,  Weflminfter, 
“ and  at  Chelfea. 

<c  On  feeing  in  the  newfpapers  an  account  of  this  furrep- 
“ titious  proceeding,  I remonftra^ed  to  Dr.  Kill-all  on  the 
“ treachery  and  injuftice  of  his  ufurapation ; I informed  him 
« alfo  of  the  fandlion  I had  obtained  by  his  Majefty’s 
Letters  Patent,  and  infilled  upon  his  difeontinuing  the  ufe 
<c  of  his  clandefline  plan.  Dodlor  Kill-all  upon  this,  con- 
feious  of  his  guilt  and  breach  of  confidence,  and  perhaps 
“ fearing  the  inconveniences  to  which  an  exertion  of  my  pri- 
44  vileges  might  fubjedt  him,  made  me  an  offer,  by  Sir  J.  F. 

and  J.  F.  Efq.  of  a third  part  of  whatever  monies  he 
“ might  be  enabled  to  procure,  by  this  his  new-fangled  and 
<c  moft  difreputable  pradlice. 

“ Several  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  who  conftantly  had 
<£  recommended  their  patients  to  my  baths  and  care,  and 
“ many  other  of  my  beft  friends,  to  whom  I communicated 
<£  the  citcumftance,  can  witnefs  for  me,  with  what  abhor- 
64  rence  and  contempt  I rejedted  the  bafe  offer;  and  to  thofe 
who  have  not  already  been  informed  of  them,  I now  think 
“ myfelf  well  juftified  in  ffating  the  following  as  my  fincere 
<£  reafons  for  that  refufal. 

ct  i.  In  the  firft  place,  the  mean  Propofer  had  forfeited 
“ every  claim  to  my  notice  or  regard,  by  his  very  ungentle- 
6C  manlike  deportment. 

“ 2.  Docfor  Kill-all , through  his  unhappy  ftate  of  mind 
64  (for  which,  as  a man,  I conlider  him  an  objedl  of  pity) 
“ had  committed  many  alarming  errors  towards  his  patients, 
£<  whilfl  he  pradlifed  man-midwifery ; in  confequence  of 
which  it  had  oftentimes. been  found  neceffary  to  confine 
<c,  him  in  mad-houfes;  and  had  it  not  been  for  fuch  an  apo- 
44  logy  he  muft  have  undergone  the  fevereft  ferutiny  of  pe- 
t£  nal  jaw  for  his  mifeondudt.  Under  fuch  perilous  circum- 
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Celfus , lib.  3.  cap . ? 1.  has  left  us,  where  he  fays  <c  that 
baihiiig  and  all  moillure  is  hurtful  in  this  complaint  \ * 

— becaufe 


44  fiances,  how  could  I in  honour,  juflice,  or  confcience 
c c think  of  a :''epting  any  offer  from  him  ? And  indeed,  how 
4<  can  it  poffib'y  nave  happened,  that  fuch  a man  fhould  have 
<c  been  coun  enanced  as  an  .rbitrator  or  diredfor  of  artificially 
44  heated  and  medicated  water  and  vapour  baths,  when  even 
<4  a fober-,  ieadyand  learned  phyfician,  in  other  refpedts  well 
44  fkiiled  and  judicious,  muff  be  very  unfit  for  the  talk,  unlefs 
44  he  have  firft  acquired  a perfect  knowledge  and  practice  in 
44  tHe  art  of  reparing  and  applying  the  medicinal  fubfhnces 
44  and  degrt  ' of  heat,  according  to  the  different  diforders,  . 
44  conftitut  , animal  heat,  and  other  critical  circumflances 
44  of  his  patients  j and  is  determined  to  lav  alide  all  other 
44  branches  of  medical  practice,  and  make  the  toilfome  talk 
44  in  queftion  his  pleafure  as  well  as  his  employment.  Such 
44  it  has  ever  been  to  me  ; from  a ferious  convidtion,  that 
44  upon  a confummate  knowledge  and  conftant  attention  to 
44  practice  in  this  peculiar  branch,  fir  ft  invented  and  intro- 
44  duced  by  me  into  England,  the  lives  of  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
t4jedts,  and  the  eftabliflied  reputation  of  my  difeoveries 
•4  equally  depend. 

44  3.  Not  long  after  my  refufal  as  above,  Dr.  Kill-all  too 
44  glaringly  appeared  in  a new  character,  to  leave  a doubt  of 
44  the  propriety  of  my  ideas  of  him  : He  came  to  St.  James’s, 

44  drefied  in  a naval  commander’s  uniform  ; and  as  a divine 
44  prophet,  and  the  Ambaffador  of  Jefus  Chrift,  prefented  to  • 

44  the  hands  of  Majefty  a note  written  with  his  blood,  de- 
44  firing  that  the  name  of  the  Royal  Confort  might  be  changed 
4-  into  Queen  Mary  ; in  confequence  of  which  ftrange  extra- 
ct vagance  he  was  immediately  replaced  in  confinement. 

44  Since  that  period,  his  various  publications,  and  other 
44  outrages,  of  a nature  too  grofs  and  blafphemous  to  blot  my 

paper,  and  tire  the  reader’s  patience, — have  but  the  more 
44  fully  confirmed  me  in  my  fentimentSj  and  muff;  be  ft  ill  a- 

44  live 
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becaufe  the  abforbent  veins  attract  great  quantities 

of  water,  which  ferve  to  encreafe  the  Dropficai  fwel- 

lings. 


live  in  the  memory  of  thoufands,*  who  were  eye  and  ear- 
ts  witnefles  of  the  faCts  alluded  to. 

To  thefe  it  is  but  due  from  me,  and  ajuftice  to  the  pub- 
44  lie  to  add,  that  Mrs.  L.  being  brought  as  a patient  to  Dr. 
44  Kill-all , was  put  into  a water  bath,  and  about  five  minutes 
44  after  (he  was  in,  he  let  into  the  bath  fuch  a quantity  of 
44  boiling  water,  as  occafioned  a total  contraction  of  her  limbs, 
“ violent  tremours  enfued  ; and'  for  two  years  the  lady  lived 
44  in  pain,  unable  to  move  hand  or  foot. 

44  The  Honourable  Mrs.  C.  nearly  loft  her  fkin  by  the  in- 
“ tenfe  heat  of  the  water  bath,  applied  by  Dr.  Kill-all. 
*4  MifsS.was  almoft  brought  to  diftraCtion,  with  a fever, 
“ convulfions,  and  w’eaknels,  under  his  care,  by  the  prepof- 
44  terous  and  ill-applied  ufe  of  medicinal  baths  ; and  there  are 
44  no  lefs  than  52  other  perfons,  whom  I could  reier  to  by 
44  name  and  circumftance,  equally  fufFerers  through  his  pre- 
“ fumption  and  abfurd  treatment.  From  premifes  like  thefe, 
44  therefore,  it  is  obvious  to  every  one,  that  Dr.  Kill-all  is 
44  equally  as  fit  to  prepare  and  adminifter  the  arbitrarily 
44  heated  and  medicated  water  and  vapour  baths,  as  a blind 
“ man,  who  after  having 'ftolen  the  tools  of  a watch-maker, 
Ihould  take  it  into  his  head  to  mend  the  difordered  watches 
“ of  his  neighbours.  Confequently,  had  I,  in  any  mode, 
“ entered  into  partnerfhip  with  Dr.  Kill-all , I ftiould  have. 
44  deemed  myfelf  anfwerable  to  God  and  Man,  for  every 
44  mifehief  done,  or  to  be  done  by  him,  in  his  pretended 
44  practice  of  my  plan. 


44  * Particularly  his  fpeeches,  July  31,  1772,  when  he  appear- 

44  ed  in  his  prophetic  character  in  the  djjembly  Room  at  Canterbury , 

44  and  when  their  Graces  the  Duke  of  D.  and  Dut chefs  of  S.  were 

44  prefent. — His  Jlrange  and  blafphe?nous  credentials  fent  to  the 

44  Archbifop  of  C.  and  other  prelates. — His  long  addrefs  fent  to 

44  Sir  y.  F.  dated , 4uguf  1,  1772;  and  the  Proclamation  To  alt 

44  Emperors , &c.  Chrifiopher , by  the  Divine  Spirit , Prophet , &c. 

44  publi/hcd  by  him  in  the  Middlefex  Journal \ Sept.  1,17 

< 


72. 
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lings.  The  DoClor,  more  than  half  dead,  could  hardly 
be  put  into  his  chariot,  and  thinking  that  day 

would 


44  Through  a lingular  perverfion,  however,  this  honeft, 
cc  difmterefted  and  chriftain  proceeding  on  my  part,  hath  by 
44  Dr  Kill-all , his  relations,  and  interefted  med-ca!  abettors, 
44  been  treated  and  propagated  not  oniy  as  injuri  -us,  infa- 
44  mous  and  cru°l ; but  becaufe  truly  1 was  a native  of  Italy, 
44  and  Dr.  Kill-all  an  Englilhman,  and  a Member  of  the 
44  College  of  Phyficians,  it  was  deemed  a fufficient  ground  of 
44  combination  to  fall  upon  me  with  indignation,  virulence 
44  and  revenge ; barking  and  biting  againft  my  honour,  my 
44  pr'ofeflional  ingenuity,  and  my  creed. 

44  A due  fenfe  of  fuch  unmerited  indignities,  at  length  obli- 
cc  ged  me  to  file  a bill  in  the  H.  C.  of  C.  againft  Dr.  Kill- all-, 
44  to  which  he  aniwered  upon  oath,  confefiing  that  fome  part 
44  of  his  vapour  baths  was  taken  from  mine,  and  with  an  ef- 
<4.frontery  of  too  ferious  a name  for  trifling,  denying  other 
44  allegations  of  my  charge.  At  this  crifis  two  benevolent 
44  counfellors,  and  leveral  of  my  humane  friends,  advifed  me 
44  to  drop  tne  purfuit,  as  Dr.  Kill-all  could  not  probably  long 
44  fupport  his  undertaking,  and  as  my  farther  proceeding 
44  might  appear  to  fome  very  refpe&able  characters  in  the 
44  phyfical  line,  as  indicating  a rigid  or  cruel  difpofition  in 
, 44  me,  merely  to  opprefs  a family  already  too  much  op p relied ; 
44  and  particularly  as  at  ihat  very  time,  for  fome  eccentrick 
44  practices  as  ufual,  he  was  confined  in  a place  of  ftriCt  in- 
44  fpeCtion. — 1 was  accordingly  influenced  by  thefe  confi- 
44  derations  to  wave  the  profecution,  which  had  been  com- 
44  menced  upon  the  moft  equitable  ground. 

44  As  a proof  of  which,  let  me  further  obferve,  that  upon 
<c  Dr.  Kill- all’s  dilcharge  from  his  confinement,  he  went,  in 
44  company  with  his  daughter,  before  a moft  refpeCtable  ma- 
4Cgiftrate;  and  there,  in  the  prefence  of  two  gentlemen  of 
44  the  robe,  and  feveral  other  perfons,  faid  to  the  Bench,  44 1 
44  come  here,  to  aCt  the  part  of  a conftable,  by  bringing  my- 
44  fe If  to  be  committed  ; defervingthe  pillory  for  having  ma- 
44  licioufly  perjured  myfelf  againft  Dr.  Dominiceti,  in  the 
44  anfwer  I gave  in  to  his  Bill  of  complaint  in  the  C.  of  C. 

44  The 
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would  be  his  laft,  in  going  home,  called  on  his  friend 
the  celebrated  Dr.  M — o,  in  Jermyn-Street,  under 
whom  he  had  been  a pupil.  On  learning  what  had 
pall,  I have  heard  that  he  could  not  help  cenfuring, 
with  a degree  of  indignation.  Dr.  K — ly’s  procefs, 
and  at  the  fame  time  pitying  the  Doctor,  as  a man  of 
the  faculty,  for  fubmitting  to  fuch  unwarrantable 
treatment;  he  prefcribed  for  him  lome  powerful  dia- 
phoretics, and  advifed  the  Doctor  to  put  himfelf  un- 
der my  care.  Dr.  Kooftray  called  at  my  houfe,  to 
coniult  with  me  about  his  complaint.  I was  ambi- 
guous with  him,  but  to  his  wife  and  friends,  and  to 
his  Surgeon,  and  Apothecary,  I told  them  that  Dr. 
Kooftray’s  complaint,  in  my  opinion,  was  incurable. 

Dr.  Kooftray  foon  became  fennble  of  his  fituation, 
and  told  me  that  all  his  hopes  centered  in  my  procefs. 
H is  wife  and  friends  likewife  intreated  me  to  take  him 
under  my  care,  altho*  there  were  no  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery. In  order  to  gratify  a man  that  was  fo  much 
beloved,  and  the  anxiety  of  his  friends,  1 took  him 
into  my  houfe,  where  he  underwent  feveral  times,  a 
courfe  of  my  operations ; he  was  alfo  attended  by  fe- 
veral gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  who  diftinguifhed 


“ 7 he  humane  Bench,  viewing  his  fituation,  treated  him 
“ with  tendernefs,  and  fent  him  home  with  his  daughter, 
“ who  was  in  tears  the  whole  time. 

“ I hefe  are  facts  well  known  and  incontrovertible  ; not- 
<c  withftanding  which,  feveral  envious,  jealous  and  avaricious 
“ perfons  of  the  Faculty,  abfolutely  agreed  with  Dr.  Kill-all 
<£  to  let  them  have  free  accefs  for  fending  patients  to  him  ; 
“ and  for  attending  and  preferring  medicines  to  fuch  as 
“they  fhould  recommended  to  the  ule  of  his  baths;  and 
“ four  at  lead,  of  thofe  gentlemen  have  alfo  contracted  to 
“ have  a third  part  of  the  money  he  fhould  gain  from  their 
“ patients.’’  Thus  mad  men  are  accounted  wife,  by 
being  made  the  tools  of  knaves. 

themfdves 
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themfelves  for  their  zeal  and  humanity  towards  him 
by  their  unremitted  attention  to  his  complaint,  but  all 
proved  in  vain  ; the  fcale  was  turned  againft  him  be- 
fore he  tried  the  ufe  of  my  operations.  ' 

It  is  my  firm  belief,  that  amongft  the  great  num- 
ber of  perfons  who  die  in  this  kingdom  every  year  of 
drcpfies,  many  of  them,  had  they  been  under  my 
care,  would  have  been  cured  by  the  ufe  of  my  opera- 
tions i but  as  the  caufes  of  difeales,  and  the  dileafes 
themlelves,  are  only  perceived  by  thole,  that  have  a 
genius  for,  and  are  accuftomed  to  infpedt  them  ; it 
often  happens  that  not  all  perfons  who  have  the  care 
of  patients  know  the  complaint  to  be  dropfical,  till 
it  is  Loo  late  for  them  to  cure  it ; and  altho*  they  are 
well  acquainted  that  remedies  ufed  in  the  common 
practice  of  phylic,  when  the  diforder  is  thus  far  advan- 
ced, afford  very  little  or  no  hopes  of  recovery,  yet,  fome 
of  them  to  the  difhonourof  their  profefTion,  diveft  them- 
felves of  honefly  and  humanity,  go  on  in  their  ufual  way, 
and  facrifice  the  lives  of  their  patients  to  their  ignorance, 
and  knavery,  rather  than  they  Ihould  be  cured  by 
means  of  my  operations;  means,  if  well  underftood  by 
the  public,  would  difgrace  their  praftice,  in  the  cure 
of  many  dileafes. 

In  order  to  convey  to  my  reader  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  efficacy  of  my  procefs  in  the  cure  of  this  di- 
feafe,  I mud  firft  ffiew  the  foundations  on  which 
my  pretenfions  are  erected.  The  public  then  will  be 
able  to  judge  how  far  fuperior  or  inferior  my  re- 
medy is  to  thofe  ufed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
for  this  and  other  complaints.  We  have  already 
taken  notice  of  the  various  caufes  that  produce  the 
dropfy  ; ! fhall,  confine  myfelf  to  generals,  at  prefent. 
In  the  4th  chap.  p.  48,  and  in  the  5th  chap.  p.  55, 
of  this  Differtation,  I haveobferved,  that  obftruftions 
are  the  general  caufes  of  difeales,  and  difeales  are 

commonly 
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commonly  nominated  from  the  parts  that  are  obflruc- 
ted.  An  obftrudted  perfpiration  is  one  of  the  prin- 
ciple external  caufes  from  whence  many  fecondary 
internal  caufes  arife,  as  has  been  proved  in  feveral  in- 
ftances  in  this  pamphlet;  as  alfo  fchirrous  livers, 
draftic  purges,  mercury  (which,  by  its  fpecific 
gravity,  lmallnefs  and  configuration  of  its  parts, 
break  the  texture  of  the  fluids,  and  fometimes  the 
folids,  and  thus  debilitate  the  whole  animal  fyftem,) 
barks,  improper  bleedings,  fcurvy,  cold  air  after 
violent  exercife,  or  when  the  pores  are  open  by  heat 
or  relaxed  by  weaknefs,  not  only  may  caufea  dropfy, 
but  many  other  complaints*,  &c.  &c.  /But  whatever 
is  the  caufe,  this  dileafe  generally  manifeit  itfeif  by  a 
total  relation  of  the  body,  by  an  extravafation  of  the 

lympha* 


* 


Phyfical  authors  have  found,  by  experience,  that  cold 
conuenfes  the  fluid,  and  conti-ads  the  folid  ; by  which  the 
blood  and  lympha  are  rendered  incapable  of  circulating;  in 
the  fin  all  veflels,  therefore  a ftagnation  muft  happen,  or  an 
extravafation  from  the  over-diftended  veffels  ; from  whence 
not  only  dropfies  but  consumptions,  and  other  complaints 
an (e.  i r Strother,  in  his  difeourfe  on  Caufes , obferves,  “ coughs 
are  produced  by  the  lympha  extravas’d  from  the  mouths  of 
« f glands  of  ,^e  trachcca  ; this  extravafation  proceeds 
<t  fro"\the  °ver-diftended  vefTels ; this  fulnefs  arifes  from  the 
WPfriileretained,  by  the  obflruaion  of  the  miliary  glands  • 
<cand  th,J  °httru6tion  proceeds  from  the  coar&ation  of  the 
Py°/eS;  ^ the  contraawe  force  of  the  air  : that  phlegmatic 
et  cllIeafeh  or  fojious  ones , fhould  arife  from  the  fame  caufe  to 
<t  a,n  °WruRion  of  the  pores , feems  fomewhat  para- 
doxical, but  to  a confldermg  perfon  ’tis  not  ftrano-e  to 

“ ISf  thf  chanSes  "f  the  air  ™y  alto-  the  pores 
“ / hy’/  °f  an/.C0nftltutl0'i-  And  as  quicquidre- 

<£  J ™ouum  recipients  recipitur ; fo  if  the  pores  of  a 

a-  fttaitnfd,  fymptoms  Jill  %°Ll 
tunable  to  the  reigning  Hate,  and  exceffive  heats,  phlegma- 

“ tic 
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lympha,  difFufed  all  over,  or  in  fome  particular  part 
of  it,  or  elfe  incyfted  in  Tome  of  the  cavities  thereof. 

In 


ct  tic  difeafes  will  fpring  up,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
<c  matter  retained  ; which  is  univocal  to  the  {fate  of  blood  ; 

“ hence  the  dcfluffions  of  faline , or  pitutious  humours,  upon 
any  member.  Weaknefi'es  are  a fequel  for  if  perfons  are 
of  a tender  conffitution,  they  are  unable  to  bear  any 
<c  ftrong  contradions ; their  fpirits,  being  few,  are  put  into 
<(  confufion,  and  expended  upon  any  irregularity  of  their 
“ motion  ; which  the  retention  of  the  perfpirabile  infallibly 
efFeds  ; and  this  according  to  obfervation,  evenes  to  weak 
perfons  upon  a cold  air. 

<c  Weak  Jlomachs  ; ’tis  not  difficult  to  conceive  how  digef- 
<£  tion  and  appetite  are  in  fome  degree  hurt ; for  confufions 
“ in  our  humours,  upon  retention  of  the  effluvia,  produce 
“ analogous  fecretions , and  the  fecreta  into  the  ffomach  being 
“of  an  unnatural  mixture,  become  unfitted  for  the  ufual  _ 
<c  irritation,  and  we  fwallow  without  appetite,  and  by  con- 
“ fequence  our  digeftion  is  either  done  too  huffily,  or  is 
“ flower  than  is  agreeable  to  our  nature. 

“ Abortions  often  arife  from  plenitude;  and  weak  perfons 
“ being  fubjedf  to  have  pores  bunged  up  from  cold,  are 
•*  filled  with  humours  which  endanger  ruptures  of  the  veffels, 
tc  haemorrhages  and  abortions. 

“ Convulfions  in  children  \ thefe  are  no  other  than  irregular 
<c  motions  of  the  fpirits  ; and  children  (being  the  moft  fuf- 
“ ceptible  of  any  influences  of  the  air , from  the  mouldable- 
“ nefs  of  their  fibres  into  many  dimenfions)  fufFer,  from  the 
<c  coldnefs,  a contraction  of  the  pores ; if  then  a diarrhoea,  or 
a diabetical  flux  fucceed  not  perfpiration  abolifhed,  no  great 
<6  wonder  they  are  convulfed. 

“ AjUmas  may  be  immediate  products  of  the  cold  air  ; for 
the  contact  of  the  air  with  the  lungs  makes  its  effeds 
“ more  immediate ; fo  that  whether  we  confider  them  pro- 
<c  duced  by  condcnfing  the  fecreta  of  the  lungs,  and  fixing 
“ them  clofe  to  the  mouth  of  the  glands,  as  is  ufual  to  old 
“ fpitting  ajihmatics , and  thus  falling  the  external  walls  of 

“ the  efpera  artcria ; or  whether  we  confider,  that  it  cojitrads 

“ the 
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In  this  diforder,  one  muft  be  as  anxious  to  remove  the 
cade  as  well  as  the  difeafe  •,  now,  if  we  confider, 'which 
is  the  moft  expedient  and  fafeft  method,  we  (ball  find, 
that  the  attempting  to  evacuate  the  water  thro*  the 
pores  of  the  Hein,  increafing  at  the  fame  time  the  con- 
tra&ibility,  and  eiafticityof  the  mufcles,  is  theiureft; 
becaule  we  here  evacuate  a quantity  of  extravafated 
fluid,  which  is  not  only  of  further  fervice  to  any  par- 
ticular part  of  the  body,  but  when  retained  becomes 
burthenfome,  alkalefcent,  ichorrous,  and  corrofive, 
and  foon  will  prove  deftrudtive  to  the  animal  •,  as  the 
aforefaid  cuticular  fecretions,  exceed  in  quantity,  and 
in  its  fpecific  gravity,  more  than  all  the  other  evacua- 
tions put  together-,  places  my  method  of  curing  this, 
and  other  difeafes,  that  proceed  from  any  obftrndlion, 
from  a retention  of  perforation,  from  an  overabun- 
dance, or  extravafations  of  fluid,  in  a more  preferable 
light,  than  any  other,  Sandtorious,  in  his  Medicina  Sta- 
tical, has  proved  that  excretions , made  in  a given  time, 
have  commonly  this  proportion,  viz.  if  the  excretionby 
Jioolbt  as four,  that  of  urine  is  as  fixteen , and  that  of  the 

Cl  the  fibres  here  forcibly,  and  hinders  a free  circle,  and 
<c  confequently  brings  on  an  opprefiion  on  the  circulatory 
“ tubes;  an  ajihma  is  the  confequence  of  either  fuppofal. 

“ Fevers,  of  any  fort,  according  to  Santtorious ; for  effer- 
vefences  frequently  arife  from  the  retention  of  noxious  and 
“ fermentative  particles.  , 

“ Sore  eyes , epinyftides* , hcemorrhoids  ; ’tis  well  if  the  per- 
fpirabtle  retained  only  fixes  its  mpurities  upon  the  cuticular 
“ glands , and  produces  there  fmall  abfeefies  following  in- 
flammations;  for  the  fame  divine  author  gives  us  to  un- 
“ derftand  that  pleurifes  (efpecially)  and  ahfcejfes  from  inter- 
44  nal  inf  animations,  are  a frequent  confequence  of  this  retention. 

* Epinydhdcs  are  angery  tumours  effecting  the  fkin  in  the  arms, 
hands , ana  thighs , of  the  bi  nefs  of  a lupin  ; of  a dufky  red,  and 
fometimes  of  a livid  and  pale  colour . 
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Jkin  is  as  forty,  or  mere.  Upon  this  experiment,  Pit- 
cairn, and  orhers,  draw  this  conclufion,  that  it  you 
have  any  diftemper  arifing  within  the  animal,  it  is  ten 
times  more  probable  to  cure  it  by  fweat  than  by  [tool. 
And  Van  Swieten , in  his  commentaries  on  Boerhaaves 
Aphorijms , oblerves,  that  they  who  attempt  to  cure 
dropfics,  anting  from  veakneis,  by  cleanfing  the  body 
with  purges,  wonder  to  fee  it  grow  as  tumid  in  a few 
days  as  before,  without  once  confidering  that  all  the 
humours  flow  into  the  flaccid  vetfels,  and  that  lcarce 
any  of  the  liquids  taken  down  are  carried  off  by  fweat 
or  perfpi ration. 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  is  greater  difpro- 
portion  between  the  evacuation  of  the  pores  of  the 
fkin,  than  all  the  others  •,  thefe  experiments,  founded 
on  a long  and  fuccefsful  pra&ice,  and  handed  down 
to  us  by  men  of  undeniable  veracity,  and  correfpon- 
ding  in  every  circumftance  to  the  repeated  trials  that 
have  been  made  on  this  fubjedl,  fliould  convince, 
that  my  external  applications  for  this  complaint  are 
entirely  calculated  to  perform  a cure  ; and  what  I 
here  infill  upon  is,  that  when  the  patient  is  reduced 
to  the  Hate,  we  have  before  obferved,  there  is  no  other 
remedy  known  of  equal  efficacy,  that  can  be  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  Head.  From  repeated  experiments,  I 
have  found,  that  my  operations  have  radically  cured 
dropfical  complaints,  in  two  or  three  weeks,  when 
taken  in  its  infancy;  on  the  contrary,  when  the  di- 
feafe  is  far  advanced,  it  has  generally  taken  three  or 
four  months  to  be  fuccefsful.  I he  generality  of  men 
fieem  to  have  loft  the  power  of  ratiocination,  and 
bound  to  agree  to  the  narrow  thoughts  of  lome  phy- 
ficians,  which  do  not  extend  further  than  their  inte- 
reft  ; they  are  willing  to  confine  the  practice  of  phyfic 
to  internals,  without  allowing  their  patients  to 
think  that  the  human  body  requires  admimftrations 
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of  a different  nature ; they  attribute  too  much  to  the 
fluid,  and  too  little  to  the  lolid ; altho’  they  have 
a mutual  dependance  one  upon  the  other.  Draftic 
purges,  and  ftimulating  diaphoretics  are  often  not 
only  unfit  for  the  tafk  of  evacuating  the  waters, 
but  they  produce  effefts  of  a very  alarming  nature. 
The  firft,  cannot  aft  on  the  ftomach,  inteftines,  and 
mifenteriai  glands,  fuppofing  the  water  to  be  lodged 
in  thofe  cavities,  which  is  not  often  the  cafe,  without 
difeharging  along  with  it  a great  portion  of  animal 
fpirit,  and  thus  weaken  the  patients  conftitution,  and 
render  the  diforder  more  difficult  to  cure.  Dia- 
phoretics of  the  milder  kinds,  prove  ineffeftual,  efpe- 
cially  when  the  furfaceOf  the  body  is  dry  and  parched 
up  by  an  obftrufted  peripiration;  thofe  of  the  ftimu- 
lating kind,  are  often  of  equal  ufe,  with  this  difference, 
that  the  impelled  humour,  as  it  cannot  find  its  way 
out  of  the  body,  will  return  back  from  its  circum- 
ference to  the  center,  and  there  produce  obftruftions 
in  the  largeft  veffels,  which  are  attended  with  very 
pernicious  or  fatal  confequences  to  the  patient. 
Many  perfons  place  great  faith  in  diuretics , but  their 
expeftations  are  often  fruftrated,  as  the  fuccefs  do  not 
always  depend  on  their  ftimulating  powers,  or  as  they 
are  afted  upon,  but  by  a mere  chance  of  the  water 
being  abforbed  by  the  bibulous  veins,  and  other  ab- 
forbent  veffels,  and  being  thus  taken  up  by  circula- 
tion, and  fecreted  by  the  emulgent  veins  and  arteries 
into  the  kidnies,  goes  off  by  urine  •,  but  altho’  it 
might  cure  the  difeafe,  it  alters  the  courfe  of  nature 
from  the  circumference  to  the  center;  by  this  retro- 
motion  many  difeafes  may  be  formed,  only  as  confe- 
quences of  an  inverfion  of  thefe  morbid  fecretions, 
which  were  intended  and  accuftomed  to  be  feparated 
by  the  glands  and  pores  of  the  fkin  ; as  is  more  fully 
explained  in  the  note,  p.  65,  of  this  Differtation. 
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w If  the  remedies  mentioned]  in  this  fedhon  (mean- 
ing diuretics ) fays  Dr.  Donald  Monro , do  not  encreafe 
the  aqueous  fecretions,  they  will  be  prejudicial,  for, 
by  diffolving  the  blood,  they  add  to  the  difeafe,  and 
the  lecretion  of  urine  is  of  fuch  confcquence  in  drop- 
fies,  that  it  may  be  faid  in  general,  there  is  little  ex- 
pectations of  making  a cure  while  more  liquors  are 
drank  than  are  paffed  off.” 

He  further  obferves,  “ that  the  fkin  of  dropfical 
people  is  generally  dry,  the  perfpirable  liquor  being 
poured  into  the  hydropic  cavities ; if  therefore  the 
excretion  by  the  fkin  be  increafed,  a lefs  quantity  of 
fluid  is  conveyed  into  cavities  to  encreafe  the  difeafe, 
and  the  biood  is  freed  from  a redundancy  of  water. 
To  obtain  this,  the  method  prefcribed  by  Celfus*,  is 
certainly  very  rational.”  66  Sweat,  fays  he,  is  to  be 
“ promoted,  not  only  by  exercife,  but  likewife  in 
“ warm  fand,  a bagnio  or  flove,  and  fuch  other 
“ like  contrivances  ; for  natural  and  dry  fweating  is 
“ very  ufeful.”  “ Fri&ion,  as  well  as  exercife,  is 
univerfally  known  to  promote  perforation.” 

The  procefs  my  patients  go  through  differ 
according  to  the  caufes,  lpecies,  and  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe.  In  fome  kinds  and  ftages  of  drop- 
fles,  the  patient  is  rubbed,  all  over  the  body 
and  efpecially  at  the  extremities,  with  my  de-ob- 
ftruent  liniment,  till  the  parts  aie  warm  and  fupple ; 
then  put  in  an  eafy  chair,  into  a dry  ftove,  and  there 
flay  without  the  leaft  inconvenience,  but  with  great 
comfort  to  himfelf,  till  it  is  proper  he  fhould  be  re- 
mov’d ; the  kno  wledge  of  this  is  acquired  by  feeling 
the  pulfe,  or  looking  at  the  eyes.  Sometimes  it  happen, 
that  the  patient  is  not  difpofed  to  perfpire,  than  the 


* Lib.  iii,  chap.  21. 
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femi'Jpirituous  vapours  are  introduced  into  the  (love, 
which,  by  moiftening  the  furface  of  the  body,  open  the 
pores,  enlarge  the  diameter  of  the  veflels,  and  help  to 
produce  a copious  lweat.  The  dry  and  moift  heat  are 
both  regulated  by  the  thermometer,  fo  that  the  pa- 
tient has  an  homogenous  warmth  about  him  *,  after 
flaying  there  a proper  time,  is  removed  from  thence, 
by  means  of  a chair,  conftrudted  for  that  purpofe, 
into  an  adjacent  warm  dry  bed,  wrapped  up  in  flannels 
without  danger  of  catching  cold.  If  the  patient  can 
bear  great  evacuations  thro*  the  pores,  it  is  encouraged 
by  gradually  increafing  the  dry  heat,  and  by  the 
adminiftration  of  lome  pleafant  invigorating  and  nou- 
rifhing  draughts.  But  if  the  conftitution  is  very  weak, 
is  then  permitted  to  perfpire  only  fuch  a quantity  as 
his  ftrength  will  bear.  Santtorious’s  fcale  is  of  great  ufe 
in  many  kinds  of  dropfies,  and  efpecially  in  com- 
plaints where  the  conftitution  is  much  impaired,  and 
requires  to  work  with  great  caution  and  exadtnefs. 
Sometimes  it  is  neceftary  to  introduce  even  into  the 
dry  bed,  the  vapours  of  fome  mild  fpirituous 
liquors,  impregnated  with  fuch  herbs,  balfams,  gums, 
&c.  as  the  patients  diforder  may  require.  After  the 
patient  has  been  there  a certain  time,  he  is  again  rub- 
bed, either  with  fome  de-obftruent,  emollient,  or 
aftringent  liniment,  and  with  that  degree  of  ftrength 
the  age,  conftitution,  and  the  various  kinds  of  drop- 
fies, found,  by  experience,  to  be  neceftary ; and,  by  re- 
peating the  above  procefs  night  and  morning,  accor- 
ding to  the  inveteracy  of  the  difeafe*,  I have,  under 

* Altho’  it  is  impoflible  to  remove  every  dropfical  com- 
plaint, yet  of  the  number  of  patients  that  have  put  themfelves 
under  my  care,  1 have  cured  two  out  of  three.  How  far  fuc- 
cefsful  I might  ftill  be  if  the  patients  were  to  have  recourfe  to 
my  procefs  in  a lei's  hopelefs  fituation,  I leave  to  the  readers 
determination. 
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the  blefiing  of  God,  performed  many  cures,  on  perfons 
deemed  incurable.  One  of  my  apparatufes,  conftruc- 
ted  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  this  complaint,  coft 
me  above  twelve  hundred  pounds . 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  in  feveral  Dropfical 
Complaints,  Fridlions  are  n fed  before  the  patient  goes 
into  the  ftove,  and  before  he  is  taken  out  of  the  dry  bed, 
&c. — In  the  Third  Chapter  of  this  Diflertation,  the 
general  ufe of  Fridtions  has  been  already  mentioned * but 
in  this  difeafethey  are  often  abfolutely  necefiary  auxi- 
liaries for  obtaining  a cure,  as  they  not  only  quicken 
the  circulation,  and  help  to  remove  the  lentor  by  at- 
tenuating the  glutinous  and  bulky  particles,  but  en- 
large the  diameter  of  the  veflels,  and  if  properly  con- 
tinued will  greatly  increafe  the  inlenfible  perfpiration, 
which  is  a fecretion  more  copious  and  effential  to  health 
than  all  the  other  evacuations. — Fuller  in  his  Medicina 
Gymnaftica , fays,  “ if  a perfon  happens  to  be  a little 
more  coflive  than  ordinary,  what  a concern  he  is  in 
for  it?  What  doles  of  purging  phyfic  are  repeated  to 
take  off  his  fuppofed  evil,  which,  at  the  fame  time, 
is  frequently  obviated  by  a larger  diaphorifts , that  is 
often  fenfibly  felt  in  the  palm  of  the  hands,  and  very  of- 
ten notfenfibly  but  real,  and  to  the  greater  benefit  of  the 
perfon,  than  a laxity  of  the  inteftines  could  have  been  ? 
.But  if  fix  or  eight  ounces  of  the  materia  perfpirabilis 
are  kept  in,  it  is  of  worfe  confequence  than  the  like 
weight  of  the  faces,  which  the  affiidted  are  not  very  fo- 
licitous  about;  and  if  it  difeovers  itfelf  by  cold  or 
head-ache , reconrfe  is  immediately  had  to  purgatives; 
and  if  it  be  in  the  Summer,  purgative  waters  are  per- 
haps drank  lb  long  de  die  in  diem , till  nature  lofe  the 
courfe  fiie  has  been  accuftomed  to,  and  feldom  comes 
to  be  able  to  make  the  fame  difeharge,  tor  quantity,  by 
inlenfible  perfpiration,  as  fiie  did  before  file  was  thus 
violently  forced  out  of  her  way.” — The  dangerous 

confequence 


( 99  ) 

confequences  of  this  fubverfiors  have  been  already 
taken  notice  of. 

To  the  aforefaid  advantages  arifing  from  Trillion 
may  be  added,  that  the  fucceffive  and  repeated  com- 
preffion  and  relaxation  they  caufe  on  the  parts  affected, 
often  force  the  waters,  extravafated  or  diffufed  between 
the  membranes  of  the  body,  into  the  abforbent  vefiels, 
and  being  thus  taken  up  by  circulation,  then  with  the 
help  of  diuretics , and  fometimes  of  cathartics , together 
with  the  uie  of  my  operations,  are  evacuated,  and  the 
diforder  is  cured  in  half  the  time. 

Bcfides  thele  different  ipecies  of  dropfies,  there  are 
various  others,  which,  like  the  reft,  take  their  names 
from  the  part  affefted,  as  I have  obferved  in  page  57. 
Boerhaave  alfo  affirms,  “ that  an  extravafated  aqueous 
ferum,  received  into  the  cavities  of  the  body,  or  be- 
coming ftagnant  any  where,  preternaturally  diftend 
the  veffcls ; the  diforder  is  called  a dropfy.  This 
difeafe  may  therefore  happen  in  whatever  part 
the  veffels  deltined  for  the  conveyance  of  the  ferum 
are  found;  that  is  either  in  the  whole  habit  of  the 
body,  or  in  any  particular  part  thereof.”  Thus, 
when  a preternatural  quantity  of  lymph  is  collected 
within  the  bones  of  the  cranium , it  is*  called  an  in- 
ternal hydrocephalus,  or  dropfy  of  the  head ; when 
the  water  is  retained  between  the  external  integu- 
ments of  the  cranium,  conftitute  an  external  hydro- 
cephalus, or  dropfy  of  the  head  ; the  fame  when  it 
happens  to  be  diffufed,  obftrucfted,  or  extravafed  in 
the  lungs,  in  the  breaft,  fpinal  marrow,  the  joints, 
the  uterus,  &c.  &c, 

Thele  kinds  of  dropfies  require  operations  fome- 
what  different  from  the  three  former  already  taken 
notice  of,  viz.  the  Af cites,  the Anafarca  and  Tympany-, 
the  delcriptions  of  which  would  1 well  too  much  the 
bulk  of  this  pamphlet. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

I Shall  here  omit  the  origin  and  fymptoms,  men* 
tioned  by  feveral  phyfical  authors,  of  the  Vene- 
real Complaint*,  and  confine  myfelf  only  to  the 
method  of  cure  by  the  ufe  of  my  operations.  As  in 
this  terrible  diforder,  very  often  the  whole  mafs  of 
the  blood  and  lymph  is  highly  vitiated,  we  muft  con- 
fider  on  thofe  means  to  remove  the  caufe,  by  a re- 
medy, which  will  not  impair  the  conftitution  of  the 
afflidted,  and  create  new  difeafes.  To  avoid  which,  a 
more  proper  method  cannot  be  purfued,  than  by  ex- 
pelling from  the  body,  and  the  fmalleft  vefiels,  the 
whole  mafs  of  corrupted  humours  thro’  all  the  emunc- 
tories;  by  thefe  means,  the  moft  violent  fymptoms* 
fuch  as  obftru&ions  of  the  fecretory  and  exeretory 
glands,  &c.  &c.  together  with  inflammations,  exul- 
cerations, carries  of  the  bones,  fpontaneoufly  ceafe. 
The  methods  known  of  expelling  frqm  the  recede* 
of  the  lolid  parts,  the  whole  mafs  of  pecant  and 
tainted  humours,  are,  by  fweat,  ltool,  urine,  faliva- 
tion,  or  mercurial  alteratives ; the  two  latter  feeni 
to  engage  the  attention  of  many  of  the  faculty. 
The  means  1 here  propole,  for  the  cure  of  this  com- 
plaint, have  more  good  effe&s,  without  any  of  thole 
danoerous  inconveniences  that  often  attend  the  ufe 
or  mercurials,  andfalivations.  uThele  qualities  of  mer- 
cury judicioufiy  confidered,  fays,  TAy*  fcwieS)  the  true 
mechanical  power  appears,  by  which  it  is  alone  ef- 
fectual, alone  fufiicient  againft  this  difeafe.  Its  vir- 

-*  Whoever  has  the  curiofity  to  be  informed  of  the  origin, 
fymptoms,  and  method  of  cure,  praftifed  by  feveral  of  the 
faculty,  as  well  as  of  the  extraordinary  effe£ts  of  artificial  me- 
dicinal baths,  &c.  in  the  cure  of  this  complaint : > may  look 
into  mv  Father’s  Medical  Anecdotes , under  the  chap,  of  this 
difeafe.  To  be  had  of  Lockyer  Davis  in  Holborn,  and  the 
•ther  Bookfellers  in  London. 
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tues  here  confift  in  its  melting  down  all  the  fluids  into 
a fubtile  water,  and  dividing  the  tenacious  oils,  fo  that 
when  the  whole  mafs  is  fo  attenuated,  as  to  run  off  in 
the  form  of  faliva,  ora  lerous  flux  by  the  inteftines, 
or  a violent  diicharge  by  urine  or  fweat.  By  thefe 
means  the  liquids  are  totally  expelled,  and  if  the 
lofs  is  not  fealonably  repaired,  by  new  lupplies,  the 
patient,  in  a fhort  time,  dies  of  a marafmus.  And 
in  managing  this  difeafe.,  when  it  is  become  inveterate, 
we  muff  not  trull  to  the  power  of  mercury,  unleis, 
by  its  means,  every  drop  of  oil  in  the  blood  has  been 
reduced  to  water,  difcharged,  and  the  venereal  poifon 
entirely  wafhed  out  of  the  habit,  along  with  the  refol- 
ved  humours : for,  if  the  leaft  particle  be  left  behind, 
no  l'ooner  will  the  veffels  be  filled  with  new  juices, 
which  in  thofe  cafes  are  always  more  oily  than  the  old 
ones,  then  the  difeafe  will  break  out  again.  Whence 
we  may  conclude,  that  the  difeafe  is  no*  perfectly 
cured,  unleis  the  patient  be  reduced  to  a death-like 
palenefs,  and  his  habit  be  quite  emaciated ; unlefs 
during  the  cure,  his  food  be  as  void  of  fat  as  poffible, 
and  the  courfe  protracted,  till  all  the  old  humours 
have  been  quite  expelled.  In  fhort,  it  is  not  every 
one  who  can  manage  this  remedy  with  fuccefs : For 
if  you  do  not  faithfully  oblerve  thefe  rules,  and  keep 
your  patient  conftantly  warm,  and  in  a confiderable 
degree  of  heat  too  •,  and  if,  for  a month  or  two  after 
the  cure,  you  do  not  take  care,  that  he  abftain  from 
all  fuch  food  as  is  oily,  and  prone  to  putrefaction,  you 
will  find,  to  your  fad  experience,  that  you  have  in 
vain  fatigued  him  with  the  hardlhips  of  a cruel  re- 
medy •,  fince  there  will  almoft  infallibly  remain  fome 
taint  to  roufe  the  difeafe  again,  and  give  it  new  vi- 
gour. A great  many  things  might  be  brought  to 
illuftrate  what  I have  faid,  but  this  is  not  my  prefent 
purpofe,  only  I fhall  fubjoin  one  obfervation,  the 
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truth  of  which  I have  too  much  reafon  to  know.  It 
is  this : that  mercury  cures  only  as  it  is  actuated  by 
the  vis  vita,  and  expels  the  venereal  poii'on  no  other 
way,  than  as  itfelf  is  put  into  motion,  lb  that  its  me- 
dicinal virtues  is  not  able  to  correct  this  virulence, 
when  pofifefled  of  a place  that  lies  in  a manner  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  vital  impulfe.  Hence  a caries  of  the 
diploe  of  the  cranium  is  not  to  be  cured  by  mercury, 
which  infuch  cafes  runs  out  into  the  boney  cells  now 
efaptied  of  their  oil,  and  lies  there  an  inactive  mals. 
Hence  too,  it  is,  that  it  can  fcarcely  corrcd  the  mar- 
row of  the  bones  infected  with  this  poiionj  nor  ever 
cures  fuch  a gonorrhea,  as  has  its  feat  only  in  the  cel- 
lular fublfance  of  the  penis,  upon  whole  veffcis  the 
circulating  fluids,  have  hardly  any  momentum,  tho* 
at  the  lame  time,  if  a pox  is  got  rnto  the  habit,  it  will 
intirely  remove  it.  Neither,  as  l have  already  laid, 
can  mercury  have  from  deftrudtion  thole  tender  bones, 
which  have  no  other  covering  than  a Tubule  mem- 
brane. I have  leen  all  thole  miierable  cafes,  and  have 
found  how  little  help  mercury  affords  againft  them. 
But  it  proves  a perfect  remedy  for  thole  venereal  di- 
forders  that  relide  in  parts  where  tire  red  blood,  ferurn, 
lympha,  and  other  fluids,  are  hurried  thro’  their  pro- 
per velfels,  with  a ibfficient  velocity,  where  thole  vef- 
iels  are  at  the  fame  time  wide  enough  to  admit  the  par- 
ticles of  this  mineral,  and  ftrong  enough  to  continue 
its  adtion  with  a due  force.  Hence  the  phyfician  may 
learn  when  to  be  confident  of  his  art,  when  to  dif- 
truftit  with  reafonV* — After  recommending  the  de- 

* Dr.  James  feems  to  infinuate,  that  when  the  patient 
has  a chance  of  being  cured  by  mercurials,  he  mult  be  firft 
reduced  to  a death-like  palencfs — how  much  more  comfor- 
table it  is  for  the  patient  to  be  able  to  eat  his  meals  with  eafe, 
and  to  be  cured  of  this  dieadful  complaint,  without  impairing 
his  conftitution,  which  is  the  cafe,  by  the  judicious  applica-r 
Cions  of  my  aritificial  medicated  baths. 
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coclion  of  Guaiacum,  where  mercury  has  failed  of  its 
intended  purpofe,  he  adviies  th:  patient,  for  a greater 
difcharge,  to  place  himfelf  in  an  eredt  pofture,  in  a 
fweating  box,  or  if  he  lies  in  bed,  let  a flove  be  put 
under  it.  In  either  of  thele  places,  (fays  he)  he  muft 
receive  upon  his  naked  body,  the  fteam  of  kindled 
ipirits  of  wine,  and  there  let  him  fweat  as  long,  and  as 
plentifully,  as  his  ftrength  will  allow.  After  he  has 
buffered  this  heat  for  half  an  hour,  which  is  almoft  the 
utmoft  fpace  to  which  this  procefs  ought  to  be 
protradled,  let  the  flame  be  extinguifhed,  and  the 
patient  fweat  in  his  bed  for  about  an  hour  longer*. 

If  we  take  the  trouble  to  trace  phyfical  au- 
thors who  have  written  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  we 
fhall  find  that  many  of  them  recommended  the  me- 
dicated water,  .vapourous  and  dry  baths,  fuffumiga- 
tion  and  fridtion,  as  neceffary  and  effential  appli- 
cations, or  as  auxiliaries,  for  the  cure  of  that  diftem- 
per  : and  in  confirmation  of  what  I have  faid,  fub- 
join  the  following  : Majja  recommends  the  artifi- 
cial water  bath,  but  he  entertains  a great  opinion 
of  the  fumigation,  which  he  allows  to  be  very  effica- 
cious in  the  moil  defperate  venereal  cafes,  and 
where  all  other  methods  have  failed. 

Cat  emeus , after  proper  evacuation,  preferibes  the 
warm  bath,  in  order  to  compleat  the  cure ; and 
Benedic  has  very  often  advifed  the  fudatory  in 
, J;he  cure  of  the  laid  complaint. 

Pafcbal , for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
propofes  fweating  the  patient  in  a Hove ; after 
which  his  body  is  to  be  well  rubbed  with  oil  of 

* The  patient  here  muft  indiferiminately  endure  a degree 
of  heat,  juft  as  it  happens  to  be,  either  too  hot,  temperate  or  not 
warm  enough;  a heat  produced  by  a burning  fpirit,  in 
many  cafes,  inflame  the  patients  conftitution,  and  cncreafe 
the  complaint ; but  at  my  apparatus,  the  degree  of  heat  is  fixed, 
or  altered  in  an  inftant,  juft  as  uecefflty  requires,  and  created 
by  a proper  medicated  effluvia. 
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favine,  dill,  &c.  and  in  this  way  of  fweating  he 
feems  to  place  more  confidence  than  in  any  other 
remedy. 

Galen  recommends  the  fame  procefs,  as  the  moft 
powerful  means  of  refolving  all  nodous  diftem- 
pers,  and  diflipating  the  impecated  humour  about 
the  joints. 

Labora , John  de  Vigo,  and  Almenor  fay,  iC  that 
after  the  patient  has  been  prepared  by  purgation, 
he  fhould  be  put  into  the  tepid  emollient  bath,  in 
the  ftove,  and  have  the  fumigation. 

Torella,  for  the  cure  of  Venereal  Difeafes,  laid 
the  chief  ftrefs  upon  the  ftove  or  fudatory,  in  which 
. he  kept  the  patient  fweating,  ft > long  as  he  was 
able  to  bear  it ; and  after  he  was  dried,  he  ordered 
him  to  put  on  linc-n  that  was  fumed  with  f ran  kin* 
cenfe,  fandarach,  and  ftorax. 

Vihlorious , in  his  book  of  the  French  difeafe,  fays, 
ct  after  the  patients  have  been  prepared  with  fome 
purging  pill  or  potion,  they  fhould  be  put  into  a 
bath  impregnated  with  cephalic  herbs  for  half  an 
hour  each  other  morning,  and  from  thence  go 
immediately  into  a warm  bed,  in  order  to  promote 
fweat.” 

Marchellus,  Botallus , Rcndeletius,  and  others,  in 
their  treatile  for  curing  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  re- 
commend  baths,  fumigations,  and  fridtions,  with 
foftening  and  emollient  liniments,  in  conjunction 
with  other  medicines ; Heurinius *,  advifes  both  moift 
and  dry  fumigation. 

Turnerf,  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  fays,  “ that  ba- 
thing in  warm  water,  for  lean,  hot,  and  emaciated, 
conftitutions,  has  been  found  ferviceable  ; and  fwel- 
lingsthat  come  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  have 
been  difperfed  with  fuffitu  aceli , and  ulcers  dried  up 


• In  his  Praxis  Med  tea,  lib2. 
f In  his  Pradtical  Diflcrtation. 
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by  the  fumigation  of  gums,  mixed  with  cinnabar, 
— Reverius%y  for  the  cure  ulcers  'm  the  kidneys, 
and  bladder,  adviles  the  medicated  fumigations  and 
half-baths, 

Read , in  Venereal  Complaints,  as  well  as  in  Le- 
profies,  advifeth  baths,  fuffumigation,  and  fri&ions, 
which  will  diflblve  the  obltrudiion,  promote  infen- 
fible  perfpi ration,  a regular  circulation,  and  wafli 
off  from  the  external  furface  of  the  body  the  ledi- 
ment  of  the  fweat,  which  according  to  Serenus , 
when  detained,  often  makes  the  body  rough  and 
fcabby : 

Hiatus  fudor , et  inopia  nobilis  efca, 

$<zpe  gravi  fcabie  correptos  afperat  artus, 

I could  add  a thoufand  authorities  to  the  few  al- 
ready advanced,  but  as  my  procefTes  are  fo  rational, 
and  have  been  found  fo  ufcful  anil  effectual  in  the  cure 
of  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  complaints,  I fhall 
not  trouble  my  reader  any  longer  on  this  head. 

I have  performed  many  cures  of  Venereal  Di- 
feafes,  in  every  one  of  their  flages,  with  and  without 
the  alliftance  of  mercurials,  with  lefs  pain  and  (I 
flatter  myfelf)  with  more  advantage  to  the  patient’s 
conftitution,  than  what  could  have  been  done  with- 
out the  ufe  of  my  operation,  which  fhould  not  be 
neglefted  by  thole  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  who 
advile  mercury  for  the  cure  of  the  complaint  in 
queftion  ; as  I engage  myfelf,  at  my  Apparatus, 
to  fee  their  orders,  or  preferiptions  equally  exe- 
cuted by  my  lervants  attending  the  Baths,  as  if  they 
were  my  own 

Mercury  has  been  fufpedted  to  be  very  pernicious  to 
the  conftitution,  not  only  for  its  great  momentum, 
but  for  its  gravity,  which  according  to  Aftrucy  may 

X ln  his  Praxis  Medic  a , lib,  xiv.  chap.  5. 
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overload  the  fofter  vifiera , and  tear  afunder  the 
diftended  coats  of  the  veffels. 

Boerhaave * obferves,  that  the  extraordinary  efredhs 
which  mercury  produce  in  the  body,  have  given  people 
a notion'of  its  being  acid,  but  the  cafe  is  otherwile: 
when  received  into  the  blood,  it  only  adts  by  its  weight 
and  velocity ; by  the  momentum  whereof  it  tears  andde- 


/ uy  injecting  cruuc  xiiercruy  into  me  juguiui  vcm 
of  a dog  : the  mercurial  giobuli  burft  through 
the  lmali  veffels  in  the  lungs,  and  forced  their  way 
to  the  furface,  feparating  their  external  covering  in 
form  of  a fmall  blifter,  and  where  the  globules  lay, 
conlpicuous  to  the  naked  eye.  He  concludes  the 
defcription  of  his  experiment  with  'the  following 
lines:  “ From  hence  may  appear  the  danger  or 
ufing  mercury  in  human  bodies,  fo  far  as  to  get 
into  the  mals  of  the  blood,  elpecially  in  the  lungs; 
becaule  they  are  of  a lax,  ipungy  texture,  and  want 
that  bride  drong  motion,  which  the  mufcles  have 
in  other  parts,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  force  it 
along  with  the  blood  in  order  to  the  raifmg  a ialiva- 
tion.  That  mercury  has  this  effect  on  the  human 
lungs,  is  plain,  from  what  we  daily  fee  in  perfons 
that  have  been  falivated,  who  are  afterwards  ob- 
lerved  to  die  of  confumptions,  that  will  yield  to  no 
medicine.” 

Harris J fays,  “ <T ant  a vero  eft  hi  hoc  falivationis 
%enere  humor um  fufio , tanta  fuc corum  omnium  cor - 
■ports  ft'pe  cxantlatio,  ut  ml  mirum  fit,  ft  fpiritus  vi  tales 
una  dijjipentur,  ct  maxime  ft  in  hac  terra , nbi  melan- 
cholia t ant  um  obi  met  imperium , comp  lures  ex  tarn 
rapida  humidorum  prrfujione  fuccumhant  ac  periant 


* In  his  Theory  of  Chymiftry. 
f Philofoph.  Tianfadt.  No.  ig3,  pag,  486. 
X Dc  hu  Venerea, 
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<e  So  great  is  the  fufion  of  humours  in  this  kind  of 
falivation,  io  great  is  very  often  the  evacuation 
of  all  the  juices,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  vital 
fpirits.  are  d’flipated;  and  efpecially  in  this  country, 
where  melancholy  is  fo  predominant,  that  many  die, 
from  inch  a rapid  profufion  of  the  fluids.” — 

Amongft  thofe  patients  who  have  taken  mercury 
(whether  by  it  they  had  been  fiiivatcd  or  not) 
there  are  fome  that  have  been  feized  with  violent 
and  torturing  pains,  efpecially  at  the  extremities; 
where  by  its  gravity  the  mercury,  falls,  and  be- 
ing of  all  the  fluids  the  molt  iuiceptible  of  heat 
and  cold,  for  want  of  the  former  lies  there  in  a 
itate  of  inactivity.  Boerhaa.ve  fays,  “ that  it  a£ts 
as  it  is  afted  upon  by  the  vital  impulfe,  and  when- 
ever that  is  \vj»Qting,  it  fails  of  fuccefs.”  O'Connell *, 
gives  a goodMccount  how  thele  pains  take  place 
in  the  patient’s  body:  “ Dolores  tarnen  hi  reverd 
voter  ei  non  funt , fed  mercuriales ; ab  ember  anti  fcilicet , 
et  nimia  mercurii  quantitate  in  minoribus  canaliculis  con - 
gefta  orti , qu<e  fuo  ponder  e horum  pr  emit  later  a,  et  capa- 
citates coardlat  ac  conftringit.  Hinc  fpafmcdicos , et 
horrendosin  periojtei , altar  unique  membranarum  fenftbilibus 
dbrillis  cxcitat  cruciatus . Praefatis  detento  mails , five  a 
mer curio  exterjif  ant  interne , majori  quam  convenit  copia 
TniniJlratOy  five  a frigore  dum  hoc  jit  J'uJepto  or  turn  ba- 
be ant  ; balnea  aquae  dulcis  jubcahda , cut  herbae  tmol- 
lientes , cephalicae , et  aromaticae , incoblae  funt , fmgulis 
vel  atternis  diebus  repetita,  et  ad  bimeftre  pro  re  notdfpa - 
tium  continual  a,  premiffis  balnei  ufui  venejetlione  modica 
et  leni  cathartico , utilia  quidem  et  falutaria  frequentrjfmc 
cbfervavi. — Thefe  pains  are  not  venerea),  but  mer- 
curial, caufed  by  too  great  a quantity  of  mercury 
laid  into  the  fmalleft  veffels,  which,  by  its  own 
weight,  prels  on  the  fldes  of  the  veficls,  forces  and 

* In  his  Medical  and  Experimental  Obfervations  on 
Acute  and  Chronicle  Difeafes,  page  41 1,  and  412. 
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dilates  their  capacity;  from  hence  proceed  fpafmodic 
and  dreadful  pains  in  the  fenfible  fibres  of  the  pe- 
riofteum,  and  other  membranes.  Whenever  thele 
pains  arife  from  detained  mercury,  in  an  unnecef- 
fary  quantity  inwardly  given,  or  outwardly  ap- 
plied, or  from  a cold;  firft  bleed  the  patient  mo- 
derately, and  purge  him  with  a mild  cathartic  ; 
then  baths  of  fweet  tepid  water,  in  which  have  been 
boiled  emollient,  cephalic,  and  aromatic  herbs,  are 
to  be  repeated  every  day,  or  every  other  day,  for 
two  months;  which  indeed  (fays  he)  1 have  very 
often  obferved  to  be  ufeful  and  falutary.” 

I have  lately  invented  a fmall  machine,  by  which 
many  internal  complaints  in  the  urinary  and  other 
pafiages,  that  were  thought  incurable,  or  very  tedious 
and  troublefome  to  remove,  will  be  more  eafily  cured 
Or  relieved. 

By  the  ufe  of  this  machine,  the  part  affe&ed  can 
never  be  diftended,  as  the  fimple  or  medicated  liquid 
oreffluviagoes  off  immediately *,  they  are  conveyed  to 
the  cavity,  through  a different  way  from  that  they 
came  in,  by  the  fuccefiion  of  frelh  effluvia,  &c. 
through  this  vent*,  at  the  fame  time  the  impurities  are 
wafted  and  carried  off.  By  this  procefs,  ulcers  are 
healed,  tumours  molified  and  difperfed,  the  parts  de- 
terged, or  {lengthened,  according  to  the  intention, 
which  is  ferved  by  impregnating  either  the  liquid  or 
vapours  introduced  with  various  medicinal  iubllances. 
This  machine  of  mine  is  not  only  applicable  to  ve* 
nereal  complaints,  but  for  dilorders  of  the  cars,  throaty 

f fluids , ulcers  in  the  bidder &c.  &c. 

In  my  firft  Edition  I have  ftated  fome  Cafes  I have 
cured  of  obflinate  Venereal  Complaints  *,  and  al- 
though the  names  of  thofe  perfons  are  not  mentioned, 
or  defer i bed  as  to  identify  them , yet  for  prudential  rca- 
Jons,  their  intention,  and  that  of  many  others,  1 have 
fince  cured,  are  omitted  in  this  publication, 
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CHAP.  VII. 

1 Shall  begin  this  chapter  with  a few  of  thofe  cures 
that  have  been  performed  during  my  reftdence  ac 
Chellea,  where  I was  an  affiftant  to  my  Father  •,  and  as 
ilhey  are  well  authenticated  by  a late  worthy,  humane 
and  benevolent  magiftrate,  I hope  they  will  be  accept- 
able to  my  readers* **,  I (hall  alfo  add,  fome,  among  the 
many  various  cafes  of  difeafes,  I have  cured  fince  my 
refidence  in  Panton-Square. 

,,  .i..  ra wwaaaawaNuwi ■ ■ -■■■  — - 
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EXTRACTED  FROM  THE  LATE 

Sir  JOHN  FIELDING’s 

General  preventive  and  infinitive  Plan , fent  with  His 
Majefiy 's  benevolent  Patronage y to  the  Mayers  and 
Chief  Officers  of  Corporations,  and  a ting  Magijiratcs 
in  the  Counties  at  large , throughout  England. 

SI  R John  Fielding  thinks  that  it  would  not  be 
doing  juftice  to  the  part  of  his  plan,  regarding 
the  infertion  of  any  improvements  or  dilcoveries  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind ; if  he  did  not  take  every 
Opportunity  of  communicating  to  the  public,  she 
amazing  powers  of  Dr.  Dominiceti’s  new-invented 
mode  and  means  of  preparing  and  applying  Medi- 


* Thefe  cafes,  authenticated  by  the  late  Sir  John  Field- 

ing, are  the  fame  as  they  were  inferred  in  my  firlt  edition 
publilhed  in  the  year  177Q,  and  fold  bv  Nichol  in  St.  PauFs 
Church-yard. 
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cal  Water  Baths,  vapourous  and  dry  Baths,  moill 
and  dry,  partial,  internal  and  external  Fumigations, 
&:c.  on  many  of  the  molt  delperate  difeafes  that  af- 
flict human  nature,  by  publifliing  luch  Cafes  as 
fliall  be  moft  fubftantially  authenticated;  and  he 
does  this  with  the  more  chearfulnefs,  becauie  he  has 
converted  with  great  numbers  of  the  Dodtor’s  pa- 
tients tor  thele  nine  years  lafl  pall,  and  can  there- 
fore fpeak  from  his  own  knowledge,  and  from  a 
convidtion,  that  the  Dodlor’s  procefs  Hands  clear 
from  every  imputation  of  Quackery;  it  being  ra- 
tional, judicious,  and  fkilful, — the  operations  are 
pleating  and  inoffenflve,  and  their  effedts  generally 
falutary,  and  in  many  cafes  have  fucceeded,  where 
all  the  Materia  Medica,  under  the  ablelt  diredbions, 
have  failed:  The  cafes,  which  fliall  be  publiflied, 

efpecially  thofe  authenticated  by  me,  will  be  an  in- 
ccnteftible  proof  of  this  aflertion  : The  afflidled 
may  be  referred  to  the  Doctor’s  books  of  cafes 
and  cures  regularly  kept  flnee  March  1755?  to  thofe 
who  have  been  reftored  from  the  lowefl  Hate  of  de- 
fpondency  to  the  mod  enlivened  Hate  of  health  and 
felicity  by  the  Dodbor’s  applications,  and  from  them 
to  the  Phyficians,  Apothecaries,  and  Surgeons,  who 
attended  thofe  patients,  previous  to  their  ule  of  the 
Doctor’s  Medicinal  Baths,  Stoves,  Fumigations, 
Sec.  which  he  juftly  deems  a fairer,  and  more  deli- 
cate appeal,  than  publicly  mentioning  either  the 
names  of  the  patients,  or  that  of  the  Phyficians,  Apo- 
thecaries, and  Surgeons;  and  Sir  John  allures  the 
public,  from  a principle  of  humanity,  that  fuch 
referrences  will  in  moil  cafes  prove  very  fatisfac- 

tory.  „ 

( Signed  ) J.  FIELDING. 
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C A S E I. 

A Young  lady,  daughter  of  a moft  eminent 
Surgeon  of  London,  got  a cold  in  the  paf- 
1'age  of  the  Opera-houfe  waiting  for  her  carriage, 
and  was  leized  with  hoarfenels  and  a cough.  — In 
the  courfe  of  feven  or  eight  weeks,  the  expectora- 
tion was  purulent,  and  in  great  quantity,  attended 
with  every  perypneumatic  fymptom,  fuch  as  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  difficulty  of  breathing,-— pains 
in  her  bread;  and  Aides,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  lie 
down  in  bed,  her  pulle  was  fmall  and  beat  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pulfations  in  a mi- 
nute, horrible  pains  fpreading  from  the  fternum  to 
the  fcapula,  a fixed  deftroying  obftruCtion,  and 
what  moftiure  appeared  on  the  fkin  was  only  pro- 
duced by  the  violence  of  coughing. — Every  me- 
thod had  been  taken  for  her  recovery  by  feven  of 
the  moft  eminent  of  the  faculty,  fuch  as  2 5 times 
bleeding,  repeated  bliftering,  emulfions,  afles  milk, 
&c.  &c.  without  effect. — She  was  not  able  to  Hand 
a minute  upon  her  legs, — the  fending  her  to  Briltol 
was  advifcd,  as  the  laic  refource,  but  thinking  flie 
would  not  live  ten  days,  it  was  then  recommended 
to  her  friends  by  a Phyfician  and  a Surgeon  to  try 
Dr.  Dominiceti’s  Medicated  Baths,  Stoves  and  Fu- 
migations, from  a conviction,  that  much  good  in  ft- 
milar  defperate  difeafes  had  been  wrought  on  perfons 
well  known  to  themielves ; this  trial  was  made  for  a 
few  days,  at  firlt  thinking  her  too  far  gone,  but  in  ten 
days  flie  was  able  to  lie  flat  in  bed,  her  cough  became 
much  abated, — the  expectoration  of  matter  lefiened, 
there  was  no  ftgn  of  blood,  an  univerfal  gentle  perfpira- 
tion  appeared,  the  refpiiation  continued  free  and  eafy, 
and  cnfued  without  pains  which  before  were  excrucia- 
ting.—-The  obftructionw  were  opened,  her  pulfe  was  re- 
duced 
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duced  under  one  hundred  pulfations,  and  her  appetite 
v/as  greatiy  mended  ; in  five  weeks  (he  was  able  to  walk 
a mite,  in  a lliort  time  was  quite  recovered,  and  now 
remains  in  the  molt  perfeft  (late  of  health. 


I CONVERSED  with  the  above-mentioned 
Lady  in  the  different  ftages  of  her  cure,  and  I muff 
confefs  it  was  a very  extraordinary  one  ; it  deierves, 
therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Public,  and  is  an 
inconteftible  proof  of  the  amazing  efficacy  of  this 
procefs  (Signed) 

Nov.  6,  1773.  J.  WELDING; 


CASE  II. 

A Lady,  who  had  been  married  about  feven 
years,  was  recommended  to  Dr.  Dominiceti’s 
care,  having  loft  tne  ufe  of  her  limbs,  attended 
with  the  mold  affli&ing  nervous  complaints,  pains 
all  over  the  body,  particularly  in  her  legs  and  feet, 
which  caufed  a general  mold  furprizing  weaknefs, 
efpecially  in  her  joints,  grievous  dilorders  in  her 
head,  and  many  other  alarming  fymptoms  produced 
by  a ftubborn  obftruddion.  In  this  ftate  fhe  had 
continued  for  near  fix  years,  and  had  the  abltft  ad- 
vice that  could  be  procured  in  London,  Bath, 
Briftol,  and  all  England  beiides,  without  the  leaft 
hopes  of  luccefs : in  a word,  in  the  mold  miferable 
helplefs,  and  defperate  ftate,  fhe  was  brought  to 
his  houfe  accompanied  by  an  eminent  Surgeon  and 
Apothecary  of  London,  and  two  nurfes,  whereby 
making  ufe  of  his  plealant,  l'afe,  and  luxurious  new 
mode  and  means  of  applying  Arbitrarily  heated 
and  Medicated  Water  Baths,  vapourous  and  dry 
Baths,  moift  and  dry  Fumigations;  in  three  months 

lie  perfectly  recovered  her  health  and  limbs.  In 
1 1 Twelve 
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Twelve  months  afterwards,  for  the  firft  time,  flic  had 
a child,  and  is  now  in  perfect  health. 

I CONVERSED  with  this  lady  in  the  different 
ftages  of  her  cures,  and  I mud  confefs  it  was  a 
moft  extraordinary  one;  it  deferves  the  attention 
of  the  Public,  and  it  is  an  incontedable  proof  of 
the  amazing  efficacy  of  this  procefs. 


July  io3  1774- 


(Signed) 


J.  FIELDING, 


CASE  III. 

A Lady  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  the  county 
±\.  of  York,  was  afflidted  with  feveral  feirrhous 
tumours  in  her  womb  and  abdomen,  alarmino-  in 
their  nature  and  dreadful  in  their  effedts,  which 
baffled  the  fkill  and  experience  of  the  abled  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons  of  that  county.  She  was 
brought  to  London  for  advice,  but  was  deemed  in- 
curable by  the  bed  of  the  Faculty,  who  advifed  her 
hufband,  (a  Clergyman,)  to  take  her  back  into  the 
country,  and  let  her  die  in  peace;  in  this  defperatc 
date,  fhe  was  recommended  to  the  care  of  Dcdtor 
Dominiceti,  by  a mod  venerable  Lady  in  the  city 
of  L.ondon,  who  differed  feven  years  under  a fimi- 
lar  complaint,  and  after  being  given  over  as  incur- 
able, had  been  effectually  cured  by  his  new  mode 
and  means  of  applying  arbitrarily  heated  and  me- 
dicated Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  par- 
tial frictions,  &c.  &c.  by  the  application,  there- 
fore, of  the  fame  proccls,  the  firft-mentioned  Lady 
from  this  date  of  extreme  mifery  and  defpondency 
in  two  months  was  redored  to  eale  and  comfort 
and  continues  well  at  this  time. 
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I CONVERSED  likewife  with  the  above-men- 
tioned Lady,  in  the  different  ftages  of  her  cure, 
and  I muff  confefs  it  was  a very  extraordinary  one; 
it  deferves,  therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Publick, 
and  is  an  inconteftable  proof  of  the  amazing  ef- 
ficacy of  this  procefs. 

(Signed) 

July  15,  1774-  J.  FIELDING. 

CASE  IV. 

A Young  lady  about  twenty  two  years  of  age, 
daughter  of  a commifiioner  of  the  fick  and 
wounded,  and  who  was  himfelf  of  the  medical  fa- 
• culty,  in  the  laft  Rage  of  the  dropfy,  and  dreadful 
fymptoms  of  an  obRru&ion,  after  having  the  ableft 
advice  London  could  afford,  and  having  been  fent 
to  Bath,  Briftol,  and  even  Ireland,  without  the 
leaR  fuccefs;  after  fhe  was  delpaired  of,  was  put 
under  Dr.  Dominiceti’s  care  by  her  father,  per- 
iuaded  fo  to  do  by  three  very  eminent  Gentlemen 
of  the  Faculty,  one  of  them  the  learned  Dr.  Hun- 
ter; by  the  application,  therefore,  of  his  invented 
arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated  vapours  and  dry 
Baths,  moiR  and  dry  Fumigations,  univerfal  fapo- 
naceous  fpirituous  Frictions ; in  the  i'pace  of  three 
months  Ihe  was  happily  difcharged  in  perfect 
health,  which  fhe  uninterruptedly  Rill  enjoys. 
The  recovery  of  this  Lady  aAonifhed  the  laid  Gen- 
tlemen, and  many  more  of  the  Faculty,  who  hu- 
manely and  generoufly  afterwards  recommended  to 
his  care  many  dropiical  perfons,  and  others  af- 
flicted with  various  Aubborn  difeafes. 

I H A V E converfcd  with  the  before-mentioned 
patient,  cured  of  a dropfy,  and  can,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  affert,  that  her  cafe  is  Rridly  true:  I 

have 
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have  been  frequently  in  company  with  the  young 
lady  from  the  time  of  her  cure  to  the  prefent,  and 
although  the  preferving  youth  and  beauty  from 
the  untimely  hands  of  death,  as  was  true  in  her 
cafe,  might  be  fufficient  in  itfelf  to  recommend  the 
Dodtor’s  procefs  to  encouragement  and  attention; 
yet  as  1 confider  it  is  of  the  g re  ate  ft  benefit  that 
has  been  for  many  years  introduced  into  this  king- 
dom, and  am  purfuaded,  that  there  are  at  this 
time,  numbers  of  perfons  given  up  by  the  Faculty, 
to  wafte  a miferable  life  in  dcipondency  who 
might  be  relieved,  if  not  recovered,  by  thofe  new 
invented  mode  and  means  of  applying  medicated 
Water,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  moift  and  dry 
partial,  internal  and  external  Fumigations — I fin- 
cerely  wifh  that  every  man  of  fenfe  and  humanity, 
would  examine  into  their  nature,  efficacy,  and  ex- 
pence, even  with  feverity,  as  I am  lure  they  would 
ftand  the  ftridteft  enquiry,  but  to  prevent  preju- 
dice and  mifreprelentation,  let  this  enquiry  be  on 
the  fpot;  fearch  the  Dodlor’s  journal,  books  of 
cafes  and  cures  carefully  keep  fince  March  1755, 
where  you  will  find  the  names  and  places  of  abode 
of  the  patients,  and  alfo  of  the  Phyficians,  who 
either  recommended  thefe  patients  to  his  care,  or  at- 
tended them  previous  to  the  ufe  of  the  Baths,  &c. 
and  by  an  application  to  thefe  patients,  truth  muft 
be  eftablifhed.  The  dileafes  in  which  1 have  ob- 
ferved  thfcfe  new  mode  and  means  of  bathing  and 
fumigating  to  be  remarkable  beneficial,  are  colds, 
rheumatilms,  fcorbutic  habits,  leprofies,  deformi- 
ties of  the  Ikin,  internal  and  external  tumours,  ftiff, 
and  relaxed  joints,  dropfical,  confumptive,  and 
chronical  cafes,  fevers,  and  all  dileafes,  which 
proceed  from  obftrutftions,  &c, 

Augufi  13,  1774.  (Signed)  J.  FIELDING, 

CASE 
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CASE  V. 

A Lady  of  great  fortune  was  affli&cd  from  the 
year  1 767,  with  fuch  a total  obftru&ion 
as  prevented  the  leaft  perfpiration  or  moifture  on 
her  fkin,  attended  with  conftant  excruciating  paint 
in  her  ftomach,  being  almoft  every  night  from  con- 
vulfions,  and  fpafins,  obliged  to  get  out  of  bed  and 
roll  on  the  floor,  for  three  or  four  hours  together, 
her  whole  nervous  fyftem  being  extremely  affeded 
and  weakened;  Ihe  was  in  this  condition  for  fix 
years,  and  could  not  retain  any  kind  of  food  in 
her  ftomach  for  half  an  hour,  and  frequently  had 
horrible  vomitings,  attended  with  the  moft  vehe- 
ment hyftyrics  and  convulfions,  which  confined  her 
to  her  bed  for  fix  weeks  together,  and  the  very- 
little  reft  ftie  could  obtain,  was  from  taking  almoft 
every  night  two  tea  fpoon-fulls  of  the  tindture  of 
opium,  with  three  or  four  pills  of  the  extract  of 
the  fame,  which  rendered  her  at  intervals  ftupid. 
As  her  rank  and  fituation  in  life  enabled  her  to  have 
the  belt  advice,  fhe  confulted  the  ableft  Phyficians 
of  London,  Bath,  Briltol,  and  other  parts  of  Eng- 
land, but  without  effeft;  at  length  defpairrng  of 
relief,  and  often  reading  in  the  publick  News  Pa- 
pers, the  furprizing  cures  performed  by  Dr.  Do- 
miniceti’s  bathing  and  fumigating  inventions,  fhe 
put  herfelf  under  his  care,  and  by  adminiftering  to 
her  night  and  morning  his  properly  heated  anci  me- 
dicated invented  Water  Baths,  vaporous  Baths, 
moift  and  dry  Fumigations  and  Fri&ions,  in  eleven 
weeks  her  obftruttions  were  opened,  her  per- 
fpiration  was  recovered,  her  fpafms  and  convulfions 
were  removed,  her  fleep,  fpirits,  and  vigour  were 
reftored,  her  digeftion,  and  nervous  fyftem  were 
ftrengthened,  and  flic  was  made  happy,  in  herlelf. 
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and  a comfort  to  her  family  from  the  moft  diftrefied 
objed  in  the  world. 

I CONVERSED  with  the  above-mentioned 
Lady  whilft  under  the  Dodor’s  care,  heard  the 
above  relation  from  her  own  mouth,  was  in  her 
company  a tew  days  before  flie  left  Chelfea,  and 
was  a witnels  of  the  felicity  and  gratitude  the  ex- 
preffed  on  her  recovery. 

(Signed) 

'January  1 2,  1775*  J.  FIELDING. 

CASE  YI. 

A Lady  from  a mifearriage,  which  happened 
four  years  and  a halt  ago,  in  Ireland,  was 
conftantly  afflided  with  the  moft  excruciating  in- 
ward pains,  in  her  lower  belly,  thighs,  and  back, 
attended  with  other  terrible  and  dangerous  com- 
plaints, all  which  deftroying  fymptoms  were  judged 
by  the  ableft  in  the  Faculty  in  Ireland  and  Lon- 
don, to  proceed  from  a feirrhous  tumour  in  her 
womb  of  a great  fize,  and  impenetrable  hardnefs, 
which  they  at  laft  deemed  incurable.  In  this  dif- 
trefied fituation,  by  confent  offeveral  eminent  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Faculty,  of  London,  who  knew  three 
ladies  who  had  been  efft  dually  cured  of  feirrhous 
tumours,  and  others  who  had  been  cured  of  ulcers, 
and  cancers  in  the  womb,  by  the  fimplicity  and  ef- 
ficacy of  theD  odor’s  inventions ; Ihe  was  put  under 
his  care  by  a moft  relpedable  phyfician  of  London, 
and  through  the  providence  of  God,  by  ufing 
twice  a day  his  properly  heated  and  medicated 
water  Baths,  vapour  Baths,  the  moift  and  dry  Fu- 
migations, and  Fridions,  lhe  was  in  three  months 
perfedly  cured  from  the  feirrhous  tumour,  and  all 
the  dreadful  fymptoms  ftje  laboured  under  for  the 

faid 
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faid  four  years  and  an  half,  and  difcharged  from 
his  houfe  in  a perfed  ftate  of  health,  which  afto- 
nifhed  all  her  friends,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Faculty  who  had  deemed  her  incurable,  and  totally 
happy  fhe  returned  to  Ireland  with  her  hufband  *, 
form  whence  ihc  hath  lent  him  feveral  joyful  and 
thankful  letters,  and  many  to  her  friends  in  Lon- 
don, reprefenting  her  continuance  in  a good  ftate  of 
health. 

I -CONVERSED  likewife  with  the  Laid  Irifli 
Lady,  whilft  under  the  Dodor’s  care,  heard  the 
above  relation  from  her  own  mouth,  was  in  her 
company  a few  days  before  fine  left  Chelfea,  and 
was  alfoa  witnels  to  her  felicity  and  gratitude  fhe 
expreffed  on  her  recovery. 

(Signed) 

January  20,  1775*  J.  FIELDING. 

• CASE  VII. 

A Lady  of  fafnion,  aged  55,  had  been  for  fe- 
veral years  afflided  with  oppreffion,  pain, 
and  fwelling  in  her  ftomach,  lownefs  of  ipirits,  a 
conftant  burning  fever,  and  total  lofs  of  peripira- 
tion,  appetite,  "and  reft : fine  was  likewife  afflided 
with  fuch  ail  hemorrhage,  by  which  fhe  was  brought 
extremely  low,  lo  tnat  her  hie  w'as  dtipancd  of, 
although  fhe  was  attended  by  fome  of  the  ableft 
phyiicians  of  London,  who  pronounced  her  death 
inevitable  in  a few  days,  and  her  family  liKewifc, 
gave  up  every  hope  of  her  recovery.  She  was  remov- 
ed, at  the  extreme  hazard  of  her  life,  from  a few 
miles  out  of  town  to  the  Dodor’s  houfe,  where,  im- 
mediately his  properly  heated  and  medicated  water 
Baths,  vapour  Baths,  Fumigations,  &c.  weie  ap- 
plied ^ and  by  continuing  the  fame  procefs  night 
*nd  morning,  in  lets  than  three  days  the  hemor- 
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rhage  ceafcd,  and  in  two  weeks  a gentle  univerfal 
peripiration  enfued,  and  in  a month,  her  appetite, 
fpirits,  and  ftrength,  were  amazingly  reftored,  and 
on  the  1 8th  of  November  1775,  (lie  returned  home  re- 
covered to  the  aftonifhment,  and  delight  of  her  family 
and  friends. 

I RECEIVED  a minute  account,  likewife,  of 
the  above  cure  from  the  lady  herfelf,  with  whom  I 
converfed  at  the  Dodlor’s  houfe,  nor  fhould  I do 
juftice  to  his  procefs,  if  I did  not  declare,  that 
on  enquiry,  this  alfo  will  be  found  very  extra- 
oridinary. 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 
CASE  VIII. 

A Merchant  of  London,  who  had  been  afflicted 
for  near  two  years  with  the  moll  excrutiating 
rheumatic  pains  all  over  his  body,  and  in  fpight  of 
the  belt  attendance,  remedies,  and  aitb  rhe  power  of 
opium  taken  to  an  amazing  quantity,  could  not  enjoy 
a moment’s  reft,  neither  day  nor  night,  and  often  to 
eafe  his  pains,  was  obliged  to  drink  a pint  of  brandy, 
rum,  or  gm,  at  a time,  but  as  the  opium  did  only 
ftupify  him  for  a few  minutes,  afterwards  his  pams  re- 
turned with  double  fury,  and  he  was  in  this  extremity, 
and  almoft  dead  brought  to  the  Doctor’s  houle,  where, 
by  the  ufeof  his  invented  Arbitrarily  heated,  and  Me- 
dicated Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  moift 
and  dry  Fumigations,  and  univerfal  faponaceous  Fric- 
tions, he  was  in  the  fpace  of  a fortnight  entirely  re* 

covered. 

$ 

THE  above  cafe  was  read  over  in  my  prefence  to 
the  Patient  himfelf,  who  declared,  that  he  had  been 
much  worfe  than  the  Do6tor  had  reprefented.  —He 

imputed 
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imputed  this  dreadful  rheumatic  complaint  to  his 
being  delayed  in  his  paflage  by  water  to  Margate  in 
frofty  weather,  and  afterwards  ly  ng  in  damp  ilieets. 

February  25,  1774.  (Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 

CASE  IX. 

A Young  Gent  elm  an  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  was  put  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Domini- 
ceti  for  total  deprivation  in  the  tendons  of  one  of 
his  feet;  it  appeared  intirely  dillocated  in  the  ancle, 
where  the  mufcles,  finews,  and  ligaments,  were 
io  amazingly  relaxed,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
put  his  foot  to  the  ground. — His  ftation  in  life  en- 
abled him  to  procure  the  beft  advice.  The  power 
of  Medicine,  aftringent  Fometations,  Piaifters, 
Unflions,  and  the  ufe  of  iron  and  wood  Machines 
contrived  by  a Phyfician  and  Surgeon  of  their  Ma- 
kefiles, had  been  long  applied  without  Succefs : 
The  Pat  ient  and  his  Friends  were  without  hope, 
they  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  many  impartial  and 
unprejudiced  perfons,  who  advifed  them  to  put 
this  patient  under  Dr.  Dominiceti’s  care,  being 
certain,  that  many  fimilar  diforders  of  a total  re- 
laxation of  the  whole  nervous  Syflern,  had  been 
cured  by  his  invented  new  mode,  and  means  of 
preparing,  and  applying  Arbitrarily  heated  and 
Medicated  Water  Baths,  vapourous  and  dry  Bath.% 
moilt  and  dry  partial  Fumigations,  lpirituous,  la- 
ponaceous,  and  dry  Fribtions  ; and  in  confequence 
thereof,  in  three  months  he  was  perfectly  cured, 
and  continues  in  good  health. 

I HAVE  frequently  converfed  with  this  Patient 
when  he  firfb  applied  to  the  Dodfcor  in  his  wretched 
ftate,  during  the  progrefs  of  his  Cure,  and  fincc 
his  recovery:  Tie  has  declared  to  me,  that  he  is 

well 
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well.  And  cannot  confider  him,  but  as  a 
member  reftored  to  fociety,  who  without  Dodlor 
Dominiceti’s  afliftance,  mud  have  fpent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  a miferabie  defpondency. 

(Signed) 

April  20,  1774*  J-  FIELDING. 


CASE  X. 

r 

AGentlcman  of  fortune  about  72  years  of  age, 
was  recommended  to  Dr,  Dominiteci’s  care 
by  his  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  who  had  tried  the 
power  of  medicine,  and  ail  forts  of  external  appli- 
cations without  any  fuccefs.  His  complaint  was  a 
dwelling  in  his  leg  and  thigh,  which  had  rendered 
both  of  an  enormous  fize,  riling  from  the  foot  to 
the  adbomcn,  hard  and  cold.  The  patient  was  en- 
tirely miferabie,  defpaired  of  relief,  and  his  life  in 
imminent  danger  when  he  was  brought  into  his 
houfe;  but  under  the  providence  of  God,  by  the 
ufe  of  his  invented  mode  and  means  of  preparing 
and  applying  Arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated 
Water  Baths,  Pumps,  vapourous  and  dry  Baths, 
moift  and  dry  Fridtions,  in  eleven  weeks  he  was  per- 
fectly recovered,  and  could  walk  as  well  as  ever 
he  did  in  his  life. 

1 HAVE  frequently  converfed  likewife  with  the 
above  Patient  when  he  firft  applied  to  the  Dodtor 
in  his  wretched  ftate,  during  the  progrefs  of 
his  cure,  and  fmee  his  recovery,  and  confider- 
ed  him  as  a member  reftored  to  fociety,  who 
alfo  without  Dodtor  Dominiceti’s  afiiftance,  muft 
have  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  a miferabie 
defpondency. 

(Signed) 

May  22,  1774.  J.  FIELDING. 

CASE 
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CASE  XI. 

A Captain  of  the  army  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  about 
30  years  of  age,  was  fuddenly  taken  with  a 
fwelling  in  his  legs  and  belly,  by  having  lain  in 
damp  fheets,  which  gradually  increafed  upwards, 
even  to  all  the  parts  of  his  face.  In  fpite  ot  the 
belt  advice,  and  medicines  he  had  taken,  it  termi- 
nated in  an  alarming  defperate  Dropfy,  and  then 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  who  attended  him, 
determined  to  tap  him,  to  prolong  his  life.  But  a 
judicious  relation  of  his,  and  an  humane  furgcon 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  two  Gen- 
lemen  and  a Lady  cured  of  Dropfies,  by 
Doctor  Dominiceti’s  efficacious,  innocent,  invented 
mode  and  means  of  curing  fimilar  complaints, 
advifed  him  to  pot  himfelf  immediately  under  his 
care,  and  in  five  weeks  time  he  was  rellored  to  his 
pertedt  health. 

I HAVE  converfed  with  the  before-mentioned 
patient,  cured  of  a Dropfy,  and  can  from  my 
own  knowledge  affert  that  this  cafe  is  ftridtly  true. 

(Signed) 

Nov>  11,  1774*  J*  FIELDING. 

CASE  XII. 

A Clergyman,  aged  56,  about  four  years  ago, 
was  inoculated,  but  nothing  appeared  from 
the  inoculation.  At  that  time  he  was  in  perfect 
health,  but  in  about  three  months  his  health  vifibly 
declined,  and  gradually  lofing  his  perfpiration,  his 
appetite,  fieep,  and  fpirits,  he  became  conftantly 
afflitted  with  a violent  pain  in  his  ftomach  •,  he  had 

the 
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the  bell  advice  and  afiiftance  he  could  procure,  but 
about  two  years  a«;o,  his  diftemper  ended  in  a con- 
firmed dropiy,  being  fwelled  from  head  to  foot. 
In  November  laft,  being  given  over  as  incurable, 
in  this  defberate  condition  he  was  brought  to  the 
Do  dor’s  ho ule,  with  a letter  of  recommendation, 
from  a moft  refpectable,  brave,  and  humane  Ge- 
neral Officer  of  his  Majeftv’s  forces  and  in  two 
months  he  returned  perfectly  cured  to  the  afto- 
nifhmenc  of  his  parifhioners,  the  great  futisfadtion. 
of  the  General,  and  to  the  great  comfort  of  his 
family. 

I RECEIVED  a minute  account  of  the  above 
cafe  and  cure  from  the  clergyman  himfelf,  who  Jr 
converfed  with  at  the  Doctor’s  hoiife,  por  fhduld  I 
do  jultice  to  his  procefs,  if  1 did  not  declare,  that 
on  enquiry  it  will  be  found  very  extraordinary. 

(Signed) 

March  18  1 775*  , J.  FIELDING* 


CASE  XIII. 

A S near  as  I can  recoiled!,  about  nine  years  ago, 
I received  a violent  furfeit  from  eating  fome- 
thing  which  difagreed  with  my  ftomach;  the  fol- 
lowing night  my  body  and  thighs  were  covered 
with  large  white  lumps,  as  if  itung  with  nettles, 
that  itched  and  fmarted  by  turns  in  a moft  block- 
ing manner;  in  the  morning  it  all  difppeared,  at 
which  time  I felt  my  ftomach  very  much  diforder- 
ed,  it  continued  more  or  lefs  io  for  nine  or  ten 
months.  I then  began  to  be  better  by  flow  de- 
grees; but  in  about  a year  and  a half  after  I ob- 
ierved  a large  red  mark  on  the  infide  of  one  of  my 
thighs,  that  kept  growing  darker  ’till  it  became 

brown  j 
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brown;  and  four  or  five  months  after  that  fome 
fpots  of  the  fame  colour  appeared  on  my  breaft, 
and  continued  increafing  ’till  my  body  was  marked 
■with  irregular  fpots,  which  covered  near  half  of 
it.  I then  began  to  find  a nervous  complaint,  great 
weaknefs,  and  lowncfs  of  fpirits.  I accordingly 

took  the  advice  of  Dr.  P , and  from  his  pre- 

fcription  I received  fome  relief,  at  the  fame  time 
he  required  me  to  make  ufe  of  a milk  diet  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  drink  Prymont  water.  I continued 
this  for  fome  time,  but  not  finding  much  benefit, 
1 left  off  taking  medicines.  I ftill  found  the  marks 
On  my  ikin  to  increafe,  with  frequent  and  violent 
itching-,  I then  took  a quack  medicine  for  fome 
months  without  effecft,  the  fpots  ftill  increafing, 
and  defccnding  from  my  fhoulders  nine  or  ten 
inches  down  my  arms.  I applied  to  a very  emi- 
nent Phyfician  Dr.  T , whofe  prefcriptions  I 

followed  tor  fome  months  without ’receiving  the 
leaft  relief,  but  began  to  be  much  d bordered  in 

7 o 

my  head  and  ftdmach;  the  fcorbutic  arid  nervous 
complaints  ftill  increafing. 

I was  quite  weak  and  miferable,  when  feeing 
feveral  cafes  fimilar  to  my  own,  cured  by  Dr 
Dominiceti,  inferted  in  the  Town  and  Country 
Magazine,  I immediately  determined  to  put  my- 
felf  under  his  care.  G.  N. 

This  23d  day  of  Sept.  1779?  I do  certify,  that  ever 
fince  the  fifth  of  June  laft  1 have  been  every  day, 
morning  and  evening  (Suuday  excepted)  into  the  ar- 
bitrarily heated  and  medicated  water  and  vapourous 
baths,  moift  and  dry  fumigations,  &c.  of  Dr.  Domi- 
niceti, and  having  daily  gained  an  evident  benefit  in 
the  above  related  complaints,  and  I was  yefterday 
difeharged  in  perfect  health. 

G.  N. 


1 
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CASE  XIV. 

The  CASE  e/PAUL  TURQUAND,  Efq. 
Stratford-Green , near  EJfext  Sept,  n,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

HEARING  you  are  about  publffiing  a fecond 
Edition  of  the  Diflertation  on  your  Artificial 
Medicated  Baths,  in  which  you  may  infert  the  cure 
you  have  under  the  bleffing  of  God,  performed  on  my 
complaint,  which  was  deemed  incurable,  and  even  f 
xnyfelf  defpaired  of  a recovery.  Humanity  alfo  calls 
forth  to  make  it  known  to  the  public,  in  order  that  my 
fellow-fufterers  may  reap  the  benefit  of  your  opera- 
tions.— Being  taken  fuddenly  with  a retention  of  urine, 
which  my  phyficians  thought  proceeded  from  a plen- 
titude  of  blood,  for  which  repeated  bleedings  were 
ordered.  This  had  the  de fired  effedt,  but  brought  on 
a dropfy  that  increafed  fo  fail  aj  to  fill  my  body  from 
head  to  feet  with  water,  attended  with  lofs  of  appe- 
tite, fliortnefs  of  breath,  and  an  averfion  to  motion. 
Thele  terrible  iymptoms  increafed  daily,  that  an 
exiftence  of  a few  weeks  were  difpaired  of.  In  this 
fituation,  hearing  of  the  many  cures  you  had  perfor- 
med, I came  under  your  care;  in  the  courfe  of  three 
months,  by  going  night  and  morning  through  your 
operations,  I was  rellored,  in  every  reipeid,  to  a very 
good  date  of  health;  which  1 have  continued  to  en- 
joy ever  fince;  perfons  at  my  time  of  life,  to  be  rellored 
to  health,  ftrength,  and  appetite,  is  a bleffing  which 
neither  my  friends  or  felf  ever  expedled. 

Dear  Sir,  I mult  here  take  notice,  that  Mrs.  Tur* 
quand,  to  her  very  great  care  of  me,  during  my  ill* 
nefs,  was  thrown  into  a relaxed  date  of  body ; and 
was  going,  if  I may  ufethc  expreffion,  full  gallop  into 
* Dropfy  like  wife.  She  happily  experienced  the  fame 

l'alutary 
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filutary  effects  from  your  operations  that  I have  done; 
Th  is  public  atteftation  of  mine,  will,  I flatter  myfelf, 
put  beyond  contradiction,  the  cure  you  have  perfor- 
med ; and  am  ready  to  teftify  to  any  body  the  efficacy 
of  your  procefs  in  fimilar  complaints,  and  many  other 
calcs,  which  l was  eye  witnefs  of  when  at  your  houfe.- 
Among  others,  two  men,  who  were  to  all  appearance 
dead,  rdtored  to  life  in  two  or  three  hours.  Be  allured, 
good  Sir,  that  1 always  retain,  for  your  great  care  and 
attention  to  me  and  my  wife,  the  fincereft  gratitude 
and  rdpeCt.  I had  alfo  the  fabsfaCtion,  that  my  apo- 
thecary approved  of  my  going  to  you,  and  my  doCtor 
and  him  came  to  fee  me  while  at  your  houfe,  and  was 
intirely  fatisfled  with  your  treatment. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged  and  humble  Servant, 

PAUL  TURQUAND- 

[Three  months  before  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T urquand  put  them- 
felves  under  my  care,  I cured  two  Ladies  of  Dropfies, 
one  of  the  Uterus?  and  the  other  of  an  AJcites , the  former  was 
in  a very  dangerous  fituation.] 

CASE  XV. 

The  CASE  of  Mr.  JOHN  OHM,  Merchant. 

A Merchant  of  London,  about  thirty-four  years 
of  age,  of  a plethoric  habit  of  body,  who  had 
been  afflicted  for  a very  confiderable  time  with  the 
moft  violent  and  torturing  rheumatic  pains  fixed  on 
the  joints  of  his  fingers,  hands,  arms,  thighs,  legs,  and 
feet,  which  at  times  were  fo  great  as  to  raiie  a fever, 
and  confine  him  to  his  bed. 

The  btft  attendance  and  means  the  common  prac- 
tice could  afford  were  ufed  in  vain,  his  diiorder 
gained  ground  greatly  every  day,  his  body  grew  cur- 
bed, the  mufcles  maftoides  became  fo  contracted  as  to 

keep 
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keep  his  head  very  much  bent  downward,  his  joints 
began  to  fwell,  the  pains  and  fever  to  increafe;  in  fuch 
a (late  he  was  recommended  to  my  care  by  Lady 

F , who  has  known  ieveral  perfons  cured  of  fimi- 

lar  complaints- 

The  caufes  of  his  unhappy  fituation  were  two ; the 
firft  proceeded  from  a cold  he  took  after  exercife, 
which  immediately  brought  on  an  nbftrudticn  of  per- 
foration; the  fecond  was  the  ule  of  a cold  bath,  a re- 
medy worfe  than  the  difcafe. 

The  gentleman  who  prefcribed  him  fo  rafti  an 
operation,  was  not  much  verfed  in  phyiic,  nor  did  he 
know  the  prudent  advice  Hippocrates  has  left  us,  ct  to 
be  more  careful  in  the  ufe  of  cold  things  than  in  hot , be- 
caufe  it  is  lefs  agreeable  to  our  nature but  in  fuch  a 
cafe  as  this,  any  man  who  has  any  degree  of  know- 
ledge of  the  effedts  of  cold  applications,  might  prog- 
nofticate,  that  the  plunging  into  a cold  bath  plethoric 
perfons  full  of  pains  and  obftrudtions,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  fatal  confequences,  even  in  a iefs  indifpofed 
conftitution  than  that  of  this  gentleman. 

' — j 

He  went  twice  a day  through  a regular  courfe  of 
my  operations,  taking  now  and  then  fome  mild 
cathartics:  I firft  begun  the  cure  with  the  application 
ofemolient  water  and  vapour  baths,  five  degrees  un- 
der the  animal  heat,  and  gentle  fridtion  till  the  bulky 
particles  of  the  obftructed  humours  were  reduced,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  capillary  veflels  enlarged;  then  I 
proceeded  with  the  aromatics  and  aftringents,  with  the 
pump,  the  iaponaceous  and  fpirituous  fridtions;  and 
in  two  months  time  my  patient  became  an  healthy 
man  able  to  enjoy  all  the  pleafures  of  life,  and  1 flat- 
ter myfelf  he  will  be  ready,  when  occafion  requires, 
to  teftify  to  the  afflidted  and  the  curious,  the  benefit  he 
has  received. 

P Anton- Square,  Hay-Market . R.  DOM1NICETL 

This 
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This  gentleman,  after  he  received  my  pamphlet, 
fent  me  the  following  Letter. 

King- Street  y Covent-Gar  deny  January  23,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

I HAVE  received,  and  read,  the  pamphlet  you 
have  been  fo  kind  as  to  favour  me  with  j for  which 
you  have  my  fmcere  thanks. 

Among  the  many  cafes  and  cures  it  contains  I find 
you  have°with  great  modefty,  dated  mine  alfo:  jf  the 
addition  of  my  name  could  have  been  of  any  fervice, 
I Ihould  have  been  glad  if  you  had  made  ule  of  it. 
At  the  fame  time  give  me  leave  to  allure  you,  that  I 
fhall  be  always  happy,  whenever  you  put  it  in  my 
power,  to  do  you  jultice,  and  to  comfort  any  one  of 
my  fellow  creatures,  who  may  labour  under  the  fame 
difeafe,  by  relating  to  them  the  benefit  I have  received 
at  your  hands. 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  OHM. 


CASE  XVI. 

The  CASE  of  Mr.  JOHN  SHEPPARD,  Bury -Street  t 

St.  James' s,  London . 

SIR 

HAVING  read  in  your  pamphlet,  a Dificrtation 
on  the  Scurvy,  which  feemed  rational  to  me, 
I nut  myfelf  under  your  care  for  the  fame  complaint 
of  which  I had  been  afflicted  for  many  years ; I 
thought  it  was  a juftice  due  to  you  to  infert  my  cafe, 
in  fomeof  your  publications  with  my  name  an <A  place 
of  abode,  which  may  ferve  as  a barrier  againit  the  ma- 
levolent Ind  invidious  of  the  faculty,  who  endeavour 

to  depreciate  the  utility  of  your  Baths  in  fimiLi  com- 

plaints.  As  you  know,  Sir,  the  Scurvy  wluchl  was 
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afflidted  with,  was  well  rooted  in  my  conftitution,  it 
often  manifefted  itfeif  on  my  legs,  violent  pains  in 
different  parts  of  my  body,  which  were  fo  accute  as  to 
deprive  me  of  the  comforts  of  life  ; of  all  which  fymp- 
toms,  by  my  ufing  your  Medicinal  Baths,  for  two 
months,  I entirely  got  rid  of,  and  am  now  in  perfect 
health.  I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant. 

May  25,  1781.  JOHN  SHEPPARD. 

To  Dr.  R.  Dominiceti,  Pant  on- Square. 

CASE  XVII. 

The  CASE  of  JAMES  ATWOOD,  Efq. 

SIR, 

SINCE  I left  your  houfe,  I have  continued  fo  well 
that  I cannot  help  expreffing  my  gratitude  to 
you,  for  a cure  no  lefs  extraordinary,  than  of  impor- 
tance you  have  perform’d  on  me — *a  cure  of  a White 
Swelling  i which  is  a complaint  I have  heard  deemed 
very  difficult,  if  not  incurable,  accompanied  too,  with 
an  unufual  fwelling  of  the  leg,  and  thigh.  As  this. 
Sir,  is  a cafe  which  ffiould  be  made  public,  you  have 
, my  free  confent  for  fo  doing.  I am.  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 
Marlborough  ^Street , JAMES  ATWOOD. 

Bee . 29,  1781.. 

To  Dr.  R.  Dominiceti,  Panton-Square . 

[This  gentleman  was  perfectly  cured  in  fourteen  weeks 
—and  a young  lady  I had  under  my  care  two  years  ago  of 
the  fame  complaint,  was  reftored  to  health  and  to  the  ufe  of 
her  leg  in  the  courfe  of  three  months.] 

CASE  XVIII. 

The  CASE  0/ JOSEPH  HAGGET. 

A Boy  of  about  ten  years  of  age,  who  had  long  la- 
boured  under  a Scropholous  Complaint, ^was 
brought  to  Dr.  Dominiceti  in  Panton-Square  in  a 
moft  miferabieftate,  unable  to  walk  in  conlequcnce  of 

^ two 
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two  or  three  tumours,  that  were  formed  nearly  together, 
and  extending  themlelves  from  the  Os  Calcis  to  the 
joint  of  the  ancle*,  they  had  been  long  ulcerated,  and 
became  finus,  and  virulent,  and  the  leg  and  thigh  very 
much  wafted  away.  Every  means,  the  parents  cir- 
cumftances  would  admit  of,  were  tried  in  vain*,  they 
then  fenthim  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  where  he 
remained  fome  time,  ftill  finding  no  relief,  nor  even  a 
chance,  without  the  amputation  of  his  leg , which 
operation  they  would  by  no  means  confentto.  They 
removed  him  from  thence,  and  tried  leveral  other  re- 
medies with  equal  fuccefs,  till  at  length  a gentleman 
recommended  the  mother  to  Dr.  Dominiceti’s  procels, 
knowing  that  he  had  been  particularly  luccelsful  in 
thefe  and  the  like  complaints,  they  accordingly  brought 
him  to  the  Dodtor  in  the  fituation  above  deferibed, 
who  undertook  him  for  charity,  and  in  the  courfc  of 
three  months  he  became  totally  altered  in  his  conftitu- 
tion,  the  ulcers  being  entirely  healed,  and  he  is  now  per- 
fectly cured  of  his  complaint. 


Middlefexl  ELIZABETH  HAGGET,  Mother  of 
to  wit.  $ the  before  mentioned  Joleph  Hagget  of 
King’s-Head-Court,  Shoreditch — maketh  oath  and 
faith",  that  the  cafe  of  her  ion  before  recited  is  ftridtly 
and  literally  true.  ^ 

Sworn  before  me  this  1 6th  , »r 

Day  of  February  1782.  Elizabeth  | hlag^et 

William  Addington.  mark. 


I have  cured  feveral  perfons  in  high  as  well  as  in  a 
middling  line  of  life,  after  they  have  tried  without 
fuccefs  (as  is  the  cafe  with  molt  patients  that  put 
themlelves  under  my  care)  every  remedy  under  the 
belt  advide,  in  a more  defponding  fituation  then  this 
poor  boy,  who  was  cured  ftnee  November  1781— I have 

accepted  the  above  atteftation  from  the  mother,  not  only 
1 as 
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as  it  may  be  of  comfortto  thofe  that  are  afflitted  with 
this  complaint,  but  becaufe  I am  not  at  liberty,  to  refer 
any  body  to  thofe  refpedtable  perfons  I have  cured  of 
the  fame  diieafe. 


Major-General  officer  of  his  Majefty’s  forces 


lately  come  from  America,  about  fixty  years 


of  age,  of  a lcorbutic  conftitution,  was  feized  with 
wandering  pains,  attended  with  an  unufual  indolence 
about  his  loins  and  thighs,  a fwelling  in  his  legs, 
and  a conftridtion  upon  the  joints,  which  rendered 
their  motion  painful  and  difficult;  in  ffiort,  he  was 
not  able  to  walk  without  pain,  and  intirely  in- 
capable to  put  any  one  of  his  legs  crofs  over  his 
thighs.  The  caufe  of  his  ill  date  of  health  was  a 
cold  he  took  at  Mud-Ifland. — He  came  to  Panton- 
Square  under  my  care,  and  went  through  the 
medicated  water  vaporours  dry  baths,  and  fric- 
tions; in  three  weeks  time  the  fwellings  difappeared 
and  he  was  able  to  walk  very  well  without  feeling 
any  pain,  and  to  put  either  of  his  legs  crofs  over 
his  thighs,  with  the  greateft  eafe : — I ordered  him 
to  take  nothing  inwardly,  but  to  eat  a few 
roafted  apples  for  his  fupper,  or  at  bed-time, 
which  were  fufficient  to  keep  his  body  open,  when 
neceffity  required. — This  cure  demands  the  atten- 
tion of  thofe  who  are  afflidted  with  fimilar  com- 
plaints, for  I am  of  opinion,  that  if  his  diforder 
had  been  negledted  any  longer,  it  would  have  de- 
genrated into  a dropfy  or  conlumption 


A Young  gentleman  about  thirty  years  cf  age, 
who  for  five  years  had  laboured  under  fyrnp’ 
tomatical  fcorbutic  eruptions  which  appeared  and  dif- 
appeared regularly  every  fpring,  and  fall,  as  well  as 
at  the  fi'rft  approach  of  ievere  weather:  the  eruptions 


CASE  XIX. 


Pant  on- Square. 


R.  DOMINICETI. 


CASE  XX. 


manifefted 


( 132  ) 

manifeited  themfelves,  on  his  face,  hands,  and  feet, 
but  all  his  body  was  dry,  and  fcaly  all  the  year  round, 
very  little  or  no  perfpiration  even  by  violent  exercife  or 
flrong  diaphoritics  could  be  procured,  nor  the  beft  ad- 
vice either  domeftic  or  foreign,  did  alter  the  periodical 
return  of  his  dileafe.  Having  read  a difiertation  of 
mine  on  this  complaint,  refolved  to  try  the  efficacy  of 
my  Artificial,  Medicinal  Baths.  What  gives  me 
great  fatisfa&ion  to  oblerve,  that  one  of  his  Phyficians 
recommended  the  trial  of  themfeveral  months  before 
he  came  under  my  care;  he  went  through  fuch  opera- 
tions, as  were  prepared  for  his  complaint  and  confti- 
tution,  and  with  the  help  of  fome  decofrions  he  took 
every  other  day,  in  fix  weeks  he  appeared  quite  ano- 
ther man;  the  "periodical  time  was  then  come  without 
bringing  with  it  any  of  the  former  difagreeable  fymp- 
toms,  he  continued  two  months  longer  in  my  houle, 
ax  the  expiration  o t which  time  he  left  me,  in  perfect 
health.  I have  recommended  him  to  go  through  my 
operations  now  and  then , by  way  of  prevention,  and 
flatter  myfelf  by  continuing  fo  to  do  for  a year  or  two, 
the  very  feed  of  his  complaint  will  be  intircly  eradica- 
ted from  his  conftipution. 

Panton  Square.  DOMINICETJ. 

CASE  XXI. 

A Gentleman  of  great  fortune,  who  had  been  for 
the  fpace  of  ten  years,  under  the  care  of  many 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons  in  this  kingdom,  for  a vio- 
lent confluent  fcurvyj  attended  with  painful  ferpigi- 
aeous  running  ulcers,  in  feveral  parts  of  his  body;  all 
the  antifcorbutic  medicines  where  tried  to  little  or  no 
purpofc,  at  laft  it  was  determined  he  ffiould  try  fea- 
bathing  for  two  or  three  months,  which  he  did  to  a 
^reat  ch  lad  vantage,  for  at  the  expiration  of  two  months 
t\s  legs  began  to  i'well,  the  fwelling  fpread  with  fuch 
& rapidity. 
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rapidity,  that  in  the  courfe  of  ten  days,  his  legs  and 
thighs  were  full  o t water;  alarmed  at  the  approach 
of  fuch  an  additional  complaint  he  came  to  London; 
twenty  days  after  his  arrival  he  was  recommended  to 
my  care  by  his  Phyfician,  by  going  night  and  morn- 
ing through  the  courfe  of  my  operation  was  perfectly 
cured  in  four  months,  of  the  above  mentioned  com- 
plaint; a complaint,  which  had  kept  increafing  for  ten 
years,  under  the  care  of  the  ableft  of  the  Faculty. 
Ibis  is  by  no  means  intended  as  a reflection  on  their 
abilities,  but  only  as  a hint,  how  beneficial  it  would  be 
to  individuals,  if  the  gentlemen  of  the  profeflion  were 
better  acquainted  with  the  utility  of  my  Arti- 
ficial Medicinal  Baths,  and  conveniency  of  my 
apparatus. 

CASE  XXII. 

A Gentleman  of  64  years  of  age  had  been  afflicted 
for  17  years  with  a debility  in  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  in  confeqnence  of  w hich  he  had  an  inclination 
of  making  water  every  five  or  fix  minutes;  this  weak- 
nefs  was  occafioned  by  an  ulcer  in  the  part ; the  wa- 
ter came  out  of  three  different  places,  viz. 
through  the  natural  pafiage,  through  the perineum , and 
through  the  anus , where  there  was  alfo  a fiftu* 
la.  He  continued  the  ufe  of  my  operations  for  feveral 
weeks  without  receiving  any  benefit,  and  I myfelf  con- 
fidering  the  able  men  that  had,  had  the  care  of  him 
(previous  to  his  coming  to  me)  defpaired  of  luccefs. 
However  it  pleafed  God,  that  after  feven  weeks 
trial  he  began  to  grow  better,  and  in  the  courfe  of  four 
months  he  was  cured  of  all  the  above-mentioned  com- 
plaints, and  has  ever  fince  continued  in  very  good 
health. 

Panton-Square . R.  DOMINICETL 

CASE  XXIII. 

AVery  reputable  merchant  of  London,  of  a 
fcorbutic  conftitution,  was  attacked  with  a 

nervous 
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nervous  complaint,  which  had  not  been  judicioufly 
treated,  and  lb  became  worfe  every  day;  unfit 
to  tranfact  his  bufinefs  himfelf,  he  was  obliged  to 
truft  the  management  of  his  affairs  to  others,  who, 
taking  the  advantage  of  his  indifpofition,  without 
any  confideration  to  juflice  or  humanity,  impofed 
upon  him  in  a mofl  furprifing  manner.  Though  he 
was  very  fenfible  of  the  injuries  he  received,  yet 
he  was  incapable  of  refenting  it;  or  to  defend  him- 
felf or  his  property.  Thefe  circuruftances  did  very 
much  aggravate  his  complaint,  that  by  degrees  he 
grew  melancholic,  his  pulfe  very  flow,  his  body  in- 
tenfely  cold,  himfelf  fond  of  folitude,  and  averfe  to 
motion,  fo  as  to  lay  for  fix  or  eight  hours  together  on 
a chair,  without  even  changing  the  pofture  of  his 
body,  alvvavs  thinking  upon  one  and  the  lame  fubjeft; 
ncverthelefs,  the  fituation  in  which  he  was  in,  he 
never  neglected  to  try  one  thing  or  another,  and  to 
confult  with  feveral  of  the  faculty,  in  order  to  free 
himfelf  of  luch  a bad  companion,  he  took  many 
medicines  of  different  kinds  to  no  purpofe;  he  fol- 
lowed the  preferiptions  of  the  regulars  and  the 
quacks,  he  did  alfo  ule  the  warm  natural  mineral 
bath,  the  common  warm  bath,  cold  bath,  fea 
bathing,  &c.  to  no  advantage — Being  informed  of 
the  efficacy  of  my  new  apparatus  of  artificial  medi- 
cated baths,  fumigations,  &V.  ere&ed  in  Panton 
Square,  in  the  above  deferibed  fituation  he  put  him- 
felf under  my  care,  and  by  going  night  and  morn- 
ing through  my  operations,  in  four  months  time 
he  was  perfe&ly  recovered. 

Panton -Square.  R-  DOMINICETI. 

The  beft  method  of  cure  I have  found  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  thefe  kind  of  complaints  is,  fir  ft  to  contrive 

to  keep  the  patient’s  body  open  once  a day,  but 
1 more 
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more  or  lefs  in  proportion  of  what  he  eats  and 
drinks,  (this  fhould  be  done  with  lenitive  elec- 
tuaries and  glyfters,  avoiding  ftimulating  purga- 
tives, becaufe  the  laudable  and  eafily  moveable 
humours  will  be  firft  evacuated,  and  the  peccant 
and  vifcid  juices  remain  in  the  body,  by  which 
means  the  patient’s  diforder  is  increafed,)  at  the  fame 
time  a long  and  conflant  ufe  of  water  and  vapour 
baths  heated,  and  medicated  according  to  the  ftate 
of  this  difeafe  and  the  patient’s  conffitiltion,  ought 
to  be  followed,  the  frictions  and  the  pump  are  very 
often  neceffary.  If  We  look  into  antiquity  we  fhall 
find,  that  JStius*  recommend  the  daily  ufe  of  arti- 
fical  baths,  that  Galen\  has  performed  many  cures 
of  this  difeafe  by  the  ufe  of  baths  and  frictions  alcne. 
— Rhafis  de  Melanc.  advifes  the  baths,  and  after- 
wards the  ufe  offridtion,  with  oil,  liniment,  i£c.  that 
Jafon  Pratenfis,  and  Mont  anus  de  Melanc.  preferibes 
the  fame;  Felix  Plater J and  Laureutius^  enjoined 
the  long  ufe  of  artificial  baths.  Befide  the  ufe  of  medi- 
cated baths.  Ltflius  a fonte  Eugubinus\\  and  Montanu 
for  the  melancholy  recommends  an  irrigation  of  wa- 
ter, or  kind  of  a pump  upon  the  head,  medicated 
with  water  lilies,  lettuce,  violets,  camomile,  16 V. 
Baths  of  fvveet  water,  in  which  had  been  boiled  the 
leaves  of  mallows,  rofes,  violets,  water  lilies, 
flowers  of  buglofs,  camomild,  &c.  fays  Guiauer  {a) 
are  of  wonderful  great  force  in  this  malady;  the 
patients  (fays  he)  fhould  ufe  them  twice  a day,  and 
when  they  come  forth  out  of  the  baths,  their  backs 
ought  to  be  anointed  with  oil  of  almond,  vio- 
lets, nymph®,  &c.  So  doth  Fuckfius  (b)  and  Feraeljus 

* Ser.  i.  cap.  io. 

t Lib.  3.  de  locis‘affe<2.  % Obl'erv.  lib.  j,  § Cap.  8. 

de  mel.  ||  Coufult.  44.  If  Confil.  31.  Cap. 

trafto.  15.  de  melanc.  ( b ) Lib,  1.  cap.  33. 
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"Burton  obferve,  that  in  the  time  of  the  Rowans  the 
artifical  medicated  baths  were  in  great  ufe,  and  adap- 
ted to  this,  and  to  many  other  complaints  ; tome  of 
them  bathed  fo  often  as  feven  times  a day , as  Commodus 
the  Emperor  is  reported  to  have  done,  but  ufually 
twice  a day ; indeed,  when  the  degree  of  heat  and 
the  medicated  quality  of  thefe  operations  are  fuited 
to  the  patient’s  difeafe  and  conftitution,  there  is  no 
danger  of  receiving  any  injury  by  their  frequent  ufe* 

CASE  XXIV. 

A Young  lady  who  had  been  afflicted  with  a 
violent  hot  itchy  fcurvy,  fo  as  to  render  her 
fkin  very  dry,  rough,  and  full  of  fcurf,— the  fkill 
of  many  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  had  been  tried 
in  vain  for  three  or  four  years,  and  the  infignifi- 
cancy  of  all  the  pretended  nojh urns  fhc  took  as  fpe- 
cific  remedies  for  her  complaint  was  plainly  evinced; 
at  laft  fhe  was  advifed  to  bathe  in  fee  water  for  a 
month  or  two,  which  fhe  did  at  Margate,  for 
twenty-three  days,  every  morning  fatting,  at  which 
period  fhe  was  obliged  to  defilt  going  any  more 
into  the  fait  Water,  on  account  of  an  obftruCticm 
that  came  upon  her  of  a dangerous  nature,  and  the 
fcorbutic  humors  growing  more  corrofive  as  to  ul- 
cerate her  legs  on  feveral  parts.  Pifappointed  by 
this  antidote,  (as  many  call  it)  and  with  the  unex- 
pected additional  calamities  it  has  brought  on  her 
conftitution,  fhe  came  to  London.  A few  days 
after  her  arrival,  reading  in  the  newspaper  an  ac- 
count of  my  new  apparatus  of  medicated  water, 
vaporous,  dry  baths,  &c.  fhe  came  into  Panton- 
Square  to  confult  with  me  on  her  above  defcribed 
fituation;  being  convinced  of  the  rationality  of  my 
plan,  fhe  immediately  began  to  go  through  my 
operations. 


In 


( >37  ) 

In  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks  her  obftruftions  were 
removed  and  the  fcorbutic  fymptoms  much  abated  ; 
in  two  more  the  ulcers  were  healed  up,  and  every 
other  mark  of  fcurvy  intirely  difappeared;  flat* 
tered  by  fome  of  her  friends,  that  {he  was  cured, 
and  by  the  pleafing  feeling  and  appearance  flie  then 
had  of  an  healthy  conftitution,  againfl:  my  con- 
fent  flie  declined  going  through  my  medicated 
baths,  fsV.  and  though  fhe  continues  very  well,  yet 
as  fhe  did  not  give  me  time  to  ufe  with  her  fuch 
operations  as  were  fit  to  prevent  a relapfe  of  her 
complaint,  I am  of  opinion  fhe  will  repent  of 
having  followed  the  advice  of  thofe  that  are  ig- 
norant of  the  nature  and  effects  of  my  procefs. 

Panton- Square*  R,  DOMINICETI. 

CASE  XXV. 

A Young  Lady  was  afflifted  at  different  times  of 
the  year,  efpecially  on  her  face,  with  a fcorbu- 
tic humour  which  often  prevented  her  going  into  com- 
pany, flie  was  fent  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  and  drink  fea 
water.  Whether  by  a cold,  or  whether  by  bathing 
and  drinking  the  water  a total  obftrubtion  (often  fatal 
to  the  fair  lex)  enfued,  which  was  loon  followed  by  a 
phthificy-cough,  lhortnefs  of  breath,  head-ache,  a 
very  quick  pulfe,  attended  with  a deftruclive  con- 
fumption  of  lungs,  fhe  was  foon  removed  from  that 
place  to  London,  where  her  parents  tried  thole  means 
the  faculty  luggefled ; finding  the  difeafe  obftinate  and 
the  fymptoms  Id's  favourable,  with  the  confent  of  the 
family  Apothecary  was  brought  to  Panton- Square.  In 
three  weeks  fhe  was  much  better;  in  two  others  the 
obftrwftions  were  removed,  every  bad  fymptom  total- 
ly abated,  and  in  a week  or  two  after,  fhe  left  my  houfe 
in  perfect  health. 

Pan  ton  Square*  R,  DOMINICETI. 
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TERMS  of  ADMISSION 


INTO  THE 

APPARATUSES  of  Artificial  Medicated  Water-Baths*, 
partial  Pumps,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  internal  and  ex- 
ternal moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  oleous,  faponaceous, 
and  dry  Frictions,  eredled  in  Panton-Square , Hay-market. 

I.  Those  Patients  who  are  neceffitated,  or  vvifh  to  refide 
in  the  Houfe,  pay  1 hree  Shillings  and  Six-Pence  for  each 
of  the  above-mentioned  Operations,  all  of  which  are  feldom 
necefiary  for  one  Patient:  but  they  are  to  provide  them- 
Pelves,  or  buy  from  the  head  Servants  of  the  Apparatus,  the 
neceflary  Woollen  and  Linen  Garments — Apartments 
for  their  Reception  may  be  had  from  Four  Guineas,  to 
One  Guinea  per  Week. 

II.  Thofe  Patients  who  are  Dropfical  and  require  the 
ufe  of  my  new  invented  dry  Stove  and  dry  Bed,  are  to  pay 
Five  Shillings  for  each  time  ufingthem. 

III.  Every  Out-Patient,  or  Perfon,  who  wifhes,  or  is  ad- 
vifed  to  Ufe  the  Baths,  &c,  for  the  pi  efervation  of  Health, 
pays  Twelve  Shillings  each  Time,  for  one,  as  well  as  for 
any  or  all  of  the  faid  Operations,  except  the  dry  hove  and 
dry  bed,  which  are  three  Shillings  extra ; for  which  Sum 
they  arc  alfo  fupplied  with  W oollen  and  Linen  Garments  j 
but  if  they  have  their  own,  they  pay  only  Half  a Guinea 
each  T ime. 


* As  every  Patient  hasFrefh  Water,  fo  he  may  fee  the 
Bath  empty  before  it  is  prepared. 
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The  Ladies  Apartments  into  the  Artificial  Medical 
Baths,  as  well  as  into  the  Calidarium , Tepidarium , and  Fri- 
gidarium  Baths,  are  diflin£l  and  apart  from  thofe  of  the 
Gentlemen,  and  approached  by  different  Avenues. 


The  Ladies  are  attended  by  Women  well  exprienced 
in  Bathing,  and  the  Gentlemen  by  Men,  equally  qualified. 


Thefe  Water  Barhs  and  Effluvia,  are  impregnated  with 
fuch  medical  Subitances,  either  of  Animals,  Vegetables,  or 
Minerals,  as  have  been  found,  by  Experience,  to  cure,  or 
give  Relief,  in  moil  Diforders ; and  as  their  Degree  of 
Heat  is  regulated  according  to  the  Patient’s  Conftitution, 
Diieafe,  and  oiher  Circumftances,  fothey  prove  falutary  in 
acute  and  chronical  Difeafes  (and  even  where  all  other 
medical  Efforts  have  failed)  viz.  fuch  as  in  the 


Scurvy, 

Deformitiee  of  the  fkin, 
Suppreflion  of  any  Secretion, 
Dropfies. 

Confumptions, 

Gout, 

Rheumatifm,. 

Obftinate  Obftru&ions, 
Palfy, 

Epilepfy, 

Schirrous  Tumours, 

Ulcers, 

White  Swellings, 


Contractions, 

Relaxation, 

Fevers, 

Nervous  Complaints, 
Afthmas, 

Weaknefs 

Scropholous  and  venereal  com- 
plaints. 

Retention  of  Urine, 

Gravel, 

Head  Ache, 

Deafnefs,  &c.  See. 


Befide  the  above  mentioned  Water  and  Vapour  Baths, 
Medicated  with  various  Vegetables  and  Mineral  Subfian- 
ces, &c.  there  are  others,  which  altho’  not  often  wanted, 
have  been  ufed  by  the  Ancients,  and  alfo  by  me,  in  fome 
Complaints,  with  greater  Succefs  than  the  former;  and 
as  I never  apply  them  without  the  Patient’s  Content,  they 

arc' 
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are  l'ubmitted,  together  with  the  Expence  attending  each 
©f  them,  to  his  Confederation. 

A Warm  Bath  of  Sweet  Oil  turned  into  a 

cream-like  Appearance,  with  or  without  /.  s . d. 
Spirit  - - - - - 34.  00 

Ditto  of  Sweet  Oil  - - - 26  o o 

Ditto  half  of  Oil  and  Mucilage  - 13  0 o 

Ditto  of  Virgin  Milk  made  with  Balfam  and 

Milk  - - - - - 12  00 

Ditto  of  Milk  - - - - iiiio 

Ditto  of  Veal,  or  other  Broths,  from  3 to  5 Guineas 
There  are  alfo  fome  Vapour  Baths,  and 
SufFumigations,  made  only  with  the 
Effluvia  of  Liquid  Balfams,  and  Eflen- 
ces,  from  - - - - 6 to  8 Guineas 

t 

N.  B.  For  the  Accommodation  of  Perfons  in  middling 
Circumftanccs,  Tickets  are  delivered  for  the  following 
Sums ; which  are  to  be  had  at  the  Doctor’s  Houfe  in 
Panton-Square. 

Times 

A Twenty  Guinea  Ticket  admits  the  Pur- 1 

chafer  within  12  Months  — J 120 

A Ten  Guinea  ditto  — — — 50 

A Five  Guinea  ditto  — — ■ — ” 20 

The  Patients  are  likewife  to  provide  themfclves  with 
Woollen  and  Linen  Garments,  or  pay  Eighteen  Pence  each 
time. 

N.  B.  For  every  Confultation,  either  at  Home  or 
Abroad,  I expert  the  ufual  Fee  as  a Phyfician. 


THE 
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THE 

Caltdarium,  ’Tepidarium,  and  Frigidarium, 

BATHS, 

The  firft  of  the  Kind  ever  Ere&ed  in  ENGLAND, 

Are  now  opened  in  Panton  Square,  Hay-Market. 

AT  the  Solicitation  of  many  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry, 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  I have  added,  con- 
tiguous to  my  Artificial  Medicinal  Baths,  the  faid  CALI- 
DARIUM,  TEPIDARIUM,  and  FRIGIDARIUM,  of 
the  Ancient  Romans,  upon  an  improved  Plan ; in  the  Exe- 
cution of  which,  public  Utility,  Decency,  Convenience, 
and  Elegance  have  been  confidered. 

The  CALIDARIUM,  is  a Water-Bath,  warmed  to  any 
Degree  of  Heat ; which  is  fo  contrived  as  in  a few  Minutes 
to  become  a TEPIDARIUM,  or  a Tepid  Bath,  colder,  if 
required,  by  Degrees,  or  almoft  fuddenly,  at  the  Pleafure  of 
thofe  who  bathe.  This  CALIDARIUM  is  fix  Feet  fix 
Inches  long,  four  wide,  and  three  deep ; adjoining  to  which, 
there  is  a very  elegant  FRIGIDARIUM,  or  Cold  Bath, 
twenty- two  Feet  long,  ten  wide',  and  from  fix  Feet  fix,  to 
four  Feet  deep ; furrounded  with  a Gallery  and  Room9, 
for  the  Bathers  to  undrefs  and  drefs  themfelves  in.  The 
FRIGIDARIUM  may  be  ufed  either  alone,  or  after  the 
Perfons  have  gone  through  the. different  Degrees  of  Heat; 
viz.  from  hot  to  warm,  or  from  warm  to  tepid , and  from 
tepid  to  cold , as  the  Nature  of  their  Diforders  and  Confti- 
tutions  require.  Many  Perfons,  who  cannot  bear  the 
Shock  of  plunging  into  the  FRIGIDARIUM,  have  here 
the  Benefit  of  a Cold  Bath,  without  the  difagreeable  Sen- 
fation  they  are  prepofleffed  to  produce. 


Its 
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Its  Ufe  is  alfo  extended  to  many  Cafes,  where  the  com- 
mon Cold  Bathing  would  be  very  injurious,  becaufe  the 
CALIDARIUM,  by  enlarging  the  Diameter  of  the  Capil- 
lary Veflels,  will  draw  more  Blood  to  the  Circumference, 
and  leave  the  Trunk  of  the  Arteries  and  Veins  lefs  full  •,  by 
which  Means  Perfons  plunging  themfelves  into  the  FRI- 
GIDAR1UM,  will  bear  without  Danger,  the  fudden  Re- 
tromotion  of  the  Fluids ; fo  that  thefe  Baths  may  be  ufed  at 
any  Seafon  of  the  Year., 

I ■ 

TERMS  of  ADMISSION  for  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Thole  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  fubfcribe  to  the  Tn- 
gidarium,  or  Cold  Bath,  are  to  pay  Four  Guineas  for  One 
Year;  Two  Guineas  and  an  Half  for  Half  a Year;  One 
Guinea  and  an  Half  for  a Quarter.  And.  are  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  Oil  Silk  Caps,  and  Linen.  Thofe  who 
go  into  the  Ccfidarium  and  Tepidarium , are  to  pay  Five 
Shillings  extra  each  Time.  Non  Subfcribers  to  pay 
23.  and  6d.  each  time  bathing  in  the  Cold  Bath. 

ZpT  The  Nobility  and  Gentry,  who  are  pleafed  to  honour 
thefe  Baths,  are  requefted  to  fend  their  Commands,  as  the 
Lift  of  Subfcribers  will  be  limited  to  a certain  Number. 

N.  B.  The  Calldarium  and  Tepidarium , will  be  fupplied 
with  frelh  Water  to  every  one  who  bathe  : but  the  Frigi- 
darium , being  fo  extenfive,  and  Spring  Water  conftantly 
running  in  and  out  of  it,  will  beemptied  only  once  aDay. 
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Fielding,  Sir  John’s  addrefs  to  the  public  - - - 1C9 

Fever  burning,  attended  with  violent  hemorrhage,  obftruc- 
tion  of  perfpiration,  &c.  cafe,  and  cure  - - 118 

Fevers  - - - - - 8,  11,  12,  13,14 

Fiitulain  ano,  accompanied  with  a conftant  want  of  mak- 
ing water,  See.  cafe  and  cure  - 132,  132 


Fridtion,  its  efredts 


.5,  26 


-very  often  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  dropfies  97,  08,  99 
Knowledge  necclfary  for  the  preparation  and  adminiftra- 
tion  of  artificial  medicated  baths,  dec.  - 28,  2.9 

Machine  for  inward  applications  lately  invented  10S 
Melancholy,  and  nervous  complaints  cafe,  and  cure 

. r33>  ' 3'4- 

Mercury,  hurtful  to  fcorbutic  perfons  - 43,  45,  46 

—its  effedt  in  venereal  complaints 

ico,  101,  102,  105,  106,  107 


( 144  ) 

ObftruClions  and  pains,  to  remove 

p . , . . . , '5;  l6>  l8> ,19.  25,  26,  27, 28 

“ains  cauled  by  mercurial  applications,  how  cured  107, 108 

Patients  who  lodge  in  the  hcufe  are  much  eafier  cured,  than 
the  out-patients  - - _ _ „ ^ 

Promife  of  phyficians,  why  uncertain  - 33,  34,  35 

Rheumatifm  attended  with  violent  pains,  contraction  and 
(welling  of  the  joints,  cafe,  and  cure  - 126,127,128 
- — ditto  of  a milder  kind,  cafe,  and  cure  - 130 

Salivation,  dangerous  - - 100,101,102,106 

Schirrous  tumours,  cafes  and  cures  - - 113,117 

Scurvy,  dilfertation  upon  - ^8 

Scorbutic  complaints,  cafes  and  cures 

123,  !24,  128,  131,132,135,  136 
Sudorific  taken  internally,  when  hot  and  ftimulating, 
often  dangerous,  and  when  weak  and  mild,  fometimes 
ineffectual  - 10,11,12,13,14 

Sea  fait  an  haftener  of  putrefaction  40,  41,  42,  43,  44 
Sea  fait,  fea  bathing,  faline  effluvia;  fait  provifion,  cold  and 
moift  air,  reputedtto  be  the  principal  caufes  of  fcurvy  in 
this  country  - - - 40,  S 1,  42,  43,  44 

Scropholous  complaint,  cafe  and  cure  - 129,130 

Swelling  of  a leg  and  thigh  of  an  ^lormous  fize,  cafe  and 

cure 

Terms  of  admifflon  ----- 
Time  for  ufing  my  operatiens  " “ 35 

Venereal  difeale,  differ tation  upon  - - joo 

White  fwelling,  cafe  and  cure  - 129 


F INIS. 
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